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Dan’s  Gas  to 
Start  Major 
Soil  Cleanup 

By  Joe  Franklin 

It  has  been  seven  years  since  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  waste  oil  and  gasoline  leaked 
from  two  underground  storage  tanks  at 
Dan’s  Gas  and  Auto  Service  at  3865  24th 
St.  The  spill  contaminated  the  ground  of 
surrounding  properties  to  a  depth  of  15 
feet,  deep  enough  to  reach  the  water  table. 

Since  1990,  station  owners  John  Mc¬ 
Carthy  and  Fred  Homblower  have  re¬ 
moved  both  storage  tanks,  installed  wells 
to  monitor  soil  toxicity  levels  (both  on¬ 
site  and  off),  and  worked  with  two  com¬ 
panies  to  design  ways  to  rid  the  site  of 
hazardous  waste.  They’ve  also  held  nu¬ 
merous  meetings  with  local  residents  and 
environmental  health  officials.  Still,  they’ve 
made  very  little  progress  toward  actually 
purifying  the  soil  that  was  once  a  back¬ 
yard  play  area  for  neighboring  children. 

This  month,  however,  the  station  own¬ 
ers  are  launching  a  two-phase  cleanup,  in¬ 
tended  to  remove  any  gas  and  oil  residue 
from  the  soil. 

Over  the  next  few  weeks,  SEACOR 
(Scientific  Engineering  and  Analysis 
Corporation),  a  San  Francisco  firm  hired 
by  Homblower  and  McCarthy,  will  be  in¬ 
stalling  a  special  soil  vapor  extraction 
system  on  the  site.  The  contractor  expects 
to  have  it  in  place  by  the  end  of  May. 

The  system,  which  has  the  support  of 
the  city’s  Bureau  of  Environmental  Health 
Management,  uses  a  vacuum  unit  and  a 
series  of  underground  wells  and  pipes  to 
extract  gasoline  vapors  from  the  soil  and 
suck  up  any  contaminated  ground  water. 

Once  extracted,  the  toxic  fumes  will  be 
oxidized  into  a  mix  of  water  and  carbon 
dioxide.  The  purified  vapors  will  then  be 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


OF  COMMUNITY  JOURNALISM 

With  this  issue,  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  cel¬ 
ebrates  its  20th  anniversary.  Here  we 
are,  having  survived  nonmedicinal  pot,  the 
Nixon  tapes,  giant  shoulder  pads,  and  two 
decades  of  putting  out  a  neighborhood  news¬ 
paper  while  still  keeping  our  other  jobs. 

Back  in  1977,  we  used  a  typewriter,  rub¬ 
ber  cement,  and  sewing  scissors.  We  had  a 
blanket  instead  of  a  door  at  our  office  in  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry.  In  the  ’80s,  we  got  a 
Kaypro  computer  with  a  loan  from  Sally’s 
grandmother.  We  got  a  hand-held  waxer  and 
a  real  door.  We  even  got  curtains.  During  the 
’90s  we  got  miniblinds,  a  Power  Mac,  and 
some  white  plastic  office  furniture.  And 
nearly  everyone  who  contributed  to  the  Voice 
got  paid  something.  That’s  progress. 

Are  we  grateful?  Yes,  we  are.  Thank-you, 
dear  writers  and  artists,  families  and  friends. 
And  thank  you,  dear  readers  and  advertisers. 
Thank  you  for  giving  us  the  space  and  en¬ 
couragement  to  do  this  again  and  again. 

— Jack  Tipple  and  Sally  Smith 
For  staff  reminiscences,  see  page  12. 


sent  into  the  atmosphere  via  an  exhaust 
system  housed  in  a  small  soundproofed 
building  on  the  Haystack  Restaurant  side 
of  what  is  now  Dan’s  Service  Station  (the 
station  no  longer  sells  gas).  The  cleansed 
water  will  be  filtered  back  into  the  city’s 
sewer  system. 

Estimates  are  that  the  vapor  extraction 
unit,  designed  to  bum  cleaner  than  a  car 
engine,  will  ran  continuously  for  one  to 
two  years,  with  monthly  progress  reports 
submitted  to  the  bureau’s  Division  of 
Hazardous  Materials. 

Continued  on  Page  6 


Bicyclist  Thrown  50  Feet  After 
Hitting  Pothole  on  23rd  Street 


By  Loren  J.  Bialik 

Emily  Anicich  was  riding  her  bike 
down  23rd  Street  from  Hoffman  to  Doug¬ 
lass.  It  was  dark.  Suddenly  her  front 
wheel  hit  a  pothole.  Her  bike  flipped  over, 
throwing  her  50  feet.  She  landed  on  her 
face  and  lost  consciousness.  That  was  the 
evening  of  March  19. 

“I  don’t  remember  any  of  it,”  says  Ani¬ 
cich.  “I  woke  up  three  days  later  at  San 
Francisco  General  Hospital  suffering  from 
a  concussion.  My  face  is  road-rashed  and 
I  lost  four  teeth.” 

Now  that  she’s  learned  what  caused  the 
crash,  Anicich  has  contacted  a  lawyer  and 
is  filing  a  claim  against  the  city.  “The  city 
is  responsible  for  people’s  safety,”  she 
says.  “They  should  have  fixed  the  hole.” 

Except  for  the  accident,  it  was  a  day 
like  any  other  for  25-year-old  Anicich, 
who  lives  on  24th  Street.  She  had  hiked 
downtown  to  her  job  as  a  technical  writer 
at  Morgan  Laboratories  on  Market  Street. 
After  work,  she  rode  to  the  Koret  pool  on 
Stanyan,  where  she  swims  on  the  com¬ 
petitive  masters  team.  “If  I  wasn’t  in  good 
shape  from  the  swimming,  I  would  have 
been  paralyzed,”  she  said.  She  is  also  glad 
she  was  wearing  a  helmet. 

Ironically,  she  had  decided  to  take  23rd 
Street  home  instead  of  her  usual  route 
down  24th  Street.  Twenty-third  is  slightly 
less  steep.  She  was  later  informed  that  the 
word  “danger”  was  painted  on  the  pave¬ 
ment  near  the  pothole.  But  the  word  was 
invisible  at  night. 

“There  was  nothing  covering  the  hole, 
no  warning,”  said  David  Stone,  a  Grand 
View  resident  who  saw  the  accident.  He 
was  driving  his  car  behind  Anicich. 

When  he  saw  her  fall,  Stone  turned 
around  and  raced  to  the  Hoffman  Fire  Sta¬ 
tion  for  help.  The  firefighters  immediately 


responded.  A  short  while  later,  an  ambu¬ 
lance  transported  Anicich  to  S.F.  Gen¬ 
eral’s  intensive  care  ward.  She  was  con¬ 
vulsing  and  bleeding  profusely,  Stone  said. 

According  to  neighbors,  this  wasn’t  the 
first  accident  to  happen  here.  Another  bi¬ 
cyclist  fell  into  the  hole  and  broke  his  col¬ 
larbone,  said  Paul  Koblik,  who  lives  on 
23rd  Street  across  from  the  hole.  He  said 
the  cavity,  which  he  describes  as  more  of 
a  sinkhole  than  a  pothole,  opened  shortly 
after  the  city  repaved  the  street  a  year  ago. 
DPW  has  filled  it  several  times,  but  it  con¬ 
tinues  to  cave  in,  he  said. 

The  city  apparently  thought  the  hole 
had  been  taken  care  of.  “We  didn’t  know 
there  was  a  problem  till  we  were  notified 
of  the  accident,”  said  Alex  Mamak,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Department  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Works. 

He  acknowledged,  however,  that  “the 
problem  was  caused  by  a  broken  sewer.” 
The  hole  was  refilled  an  hour  after  the  in¬ 
cident.  By  April  8,  the  sewer  was  repaired 
and  the  street  repaved. 

Mamak  points  out  that  sewer  collapse 
is  a  chief  cause  of  sinkholes.  There  are 
14,000  blocks  of  sewers  in  San  Francisco, 
many  over  a  hundred  years  old.  When  the 
sewer  disintegrates,  it  undermines  the 
street  and  causes  cave-ins,  which  are  par¬ 
ticularly  hazardous  for  bike  riders. 

“Mayor  Brown  witnessed  someone 
falling  into  a  pothole  last  year,”  said 
Mamak,  “and  he’s  put  the  pressure  on  us 
to  get  all  the  holes  repaired.” 

But  the  mayor  and  Board  of  Supervi¬ 
sors  neglected  to  allocate  enough  money 
to  instantly  fix  all  the  potholes,  he  added. 
Without  such  funds,  the  holes  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  multiply. 

Continued  on  Page  7 


Hanging  Out 
In  the  ‘Nabe’ 
With  Writer 
Cyra  McFadden 

By  Kathy  Dalle-Molle 

Like  most  writers,  ever  since  she  was 
old  enough  to  put  pen  to  paper,  Cyra 
McFadden  has  been  writing  one  thing  or 
another— from  essays  and  freelance  arti¬ 
cles  to  short  fiction  and  books.  But  unlike 
most  writers,  she’s  actually  been  able  to 
make  a  living  from  her  writing. 

First  there  was  The  Serial,  a  wry  look 
at  life  in  Marin  County  during  the  1970s 
—  fern  bars,  hot  tubs,  bed-hopping,  and 
all.  Published  in  1977,  the  book  not  only 
put  Marin  on  the  map,  but  became  a  na¬ 
tionwide  bestseller.  Then  in  1986  came 
Rain  or  Shine,  a  critically  hailed  memoir 
about  her  relationship  with  her  larger- 
than-life  parents,  vaudeville  dancer  Pat 

Continued  on  Page  8 


Author  Cyra  McFadden  finds  that  Carroll’s  Books — “just  about  my  very  favorite  place” — is  a  refuge  from  the  hubbub  of  Church  Street. 
Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 
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Savoring  Cupcakes  at  a  Noe  Valley  preschool  party  this  spring  were  (from  left)  Sophie  DeLancie,  Elizabeth  Calder,  and  Beatrice  Weindel.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 

IT’S  ALL  IN  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD 


in  fhe  # 
morning 

for  funch  * 


for  dinner  * 


Homemade  pancakes,  fritattas, 
&  make-your-own  omelettes 

Salads,  sandwiches,  soups, 
homemade  breads 

Pastas,  fish,  chicken,  vegetarian 
dishes,  authentic  Spanish  paella 


Courtyard  Cafe 

Not  associated  with  the  former  24th  Street  Courtyard  Cafe 

1361  Church  Street  (at  Clipper) 

UNDER  NEW  OWNERSHIP 

******************** 

Serving  Breakfast,  Lunch,  Dinner 

******************** 

Di  ne  on  our  outdoor  patio 

Ask  about  private  parties  -  birthdays,  anniversaries,  weddings  -  in  our  sheltered  patio  or 
private  room  -  seating  up  to  45  people.  Also  a  great  place  for  office  meetings. 

!  BUY-i"gIt  T  FREE!?!  ! 

!  MAY  SPECIAL  [ 

EARLY  BIRD  DINNER  5:30  pm  -  7:30  pm  Daily  * 

Buy  1  dinner  entree  & 

|  receive  a  2nd  entree  of  equal  or  lesser  value  FREE!  | 

ALSO  Buy  1  breakfast  or  lunch  entree  & 

I  receive  a  2nd  entree  of  equal  or  lesser  value  FREE!  I 

|  (One  free  entree  per  table  -  breakfast,  lunch,  or  dinner.  Not  valid  for  | 


Saturday  &  Sunday  Brunch  or  holidays.  Dine  in  only.  No  take-out.) 

—  _____  —  — 

Open  10:30  am  -9:30  pm,  Monday -Saturday 
8:30  am -4  pm  Saturday  &  Sunday  Brunch 


******  NoeVaffey's  besf  kepf  secref  *****  641-0678  ****** 
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rand  Reopening  Under  New  Ownership/Management 


'W' 


URBAN 

CELLARS 

3821  24th  Street  at  Church  824-2300 


Full  Selection  of  Spirits,  Fine  Wines,  Beer  and  Cigars. 
Check  our  Selection,  Prices,  &  Service. 


Geyser  Peak  Chard onnay 
Kenwood  Chardonnay  (Sonoma) 
Kendall  Jackson  Chardonnay 
Vichon  Chevrignon 
Kendall  Jackson  Sauvignon  Blanc 
Kenwood  Cabernet  Sauv.  (Sonoma) 


$8.99 

9.99 

10.99 

8.99 

7-99 

11.99 


Cottage  Creek  Cabernet  Sauv.*  $5.99 

CHESTNUT  HJLL  JVlERLOT  California  Foothills  Cuv£e  7.99 

Ravenswood  V/B  Zinfandel  7.99 

William  Wheeler  Zin.  dby  creek  valley  7-49 

Kenwood  Zinfandel  Sonoma  10.99 


Montecillo 

Guy 

Vina 

Chaumont 

CuMBRERO 

Bourgogne 

Rioja 

Pinot  Noir 

$6.69 

$10.99 

Beers/6 -Pack 


Anchor 
Lagunitas 
Pyramid 
Dos  Equis 
Red  Hook 
Over  150  Beers 

TO  CHOOSE  FROM 


$6.95 

5.45 

5-95 

4-95 

5.95 


Gloria  Ferrer 
Sparkling  $11.99 


J&B  Scotch  750ml  15.99 

Crown  Royal  375ML  9.99 
Bombay  Gin  750 ml  12.99 


Please  join  us 

on  Tuesday  May  6th,  5-9  pm  for  our  Grand  Reopening. 

Hors  D'oeuvres  will  be  served. 


3821  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Phone  415  824-2300  Fax  415  824-2215 


MOST  AD  PRICES  ARE  INTENDED  TO  LAST  THROUGH  THE  END  OF  MAY 
‘LIMITED  STOCK  ON  HAND.  PRICES  COULD  CHANGE  WITHOUT  PRIOR  NOTICE.  WE  RESERVE  THE 

RIGHT  TO  CORRECT  TYPOGRAPHICAL  ERRORS  IN  PRICING. 
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All  Our  Footi  is  Kitchen-Fresh  and  Made  In-House* 


Fresh  Pastas,  Raviolis  and  Panzottis 
Special  Entrees  and  Salads 
Housemade  Sauces  and  Pestos 
Fresh  Soups,  Salsas  and  Dips 
Sheet  Pasta  for  Lasagna 
Focaccia  Baked  Daily 

Fresh  Breads  from  Acme,  Grace  and  Semifreddi 
Selected  Wines  from  Italy,  California, 
France,  Chile  and  Australia 
and  Much,  Much  More!!! 

*Manv  of  our  Entrees,  Salads,  Soups,  Filled  Pastas,  Sauces 
and  Dips  arc  LourFat,  No'Fat  and/or  Vegan. 


741  Diamond  Street  at  24th  Street 
282^0738 


FRESH  PASTA 
FOR  TWO 

WHEN  YOU  BUY  A  SAUCE 

Come  visit  us  at  ~] 41  Diamond  St.  at  24th. 

Offer  good  WITH  COUPON  until  5/21/9"]  One  per  customer,  pie; 


jrwi'i  umu  5/  zi/97  une  per  customer,  piease 


Asiago 


Mother's  Day 


Chocolate  Dipped 
Strawberries 

Chocolate  Raspberry 
Petit  Fours 

Almond,  Jam  &  Buttercream 
Petit  Fours 

Strawberry  Tarts 

Mother’s  Day  Cake 


Sweet 


Special  Items 

Mother's  Day  is  Sunday,  May  11th.  Surprise 
all  the  moms  you  know  with  these  delicious 
treats  -  Available  for  a  short  time  only! 

Large  juicy  red  strawberries  dipped 
in  white  and  dark  chocolate. 

Large  Petit  Fours  dipped  in  chocolate. 


Small  Petit  Fours  glazed  with  fondant  icing. 


With  Bavarian  Cream  in  a  chocolate  crust. 

Choose  from  our  selection  of  6"  cakes  decorated 
for  Mother's  Day 

Shortcake  Biscuits 

Back  for  our  3rd  summer  season,  these  delicious  slightly 
sweet  shortcakes  have  a  scone-like  texture.  Create  a 
wonderful  summer  dessert  or  enjoy  in  the  morning  with 
coffee.  Strawberry  shortcake  recipe  cards  availably. 

Cheese  Bread 

Introducing  a  brand  new  dinner  or  hors  d'oeuvres  bread 
with  grated  asiago  cheese  baked  throughout  this  crusty 
white  loaf. 


4073  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
TEL  (415)  550-1405  •  FAX  (415)  550-1485 


LETTERS  3  2  C 


Permit  Zone  Still  a  Bad  Idea 

Editor: 

I  see  that  Mr.  Olsen  is  again  fighting  for 
permit  parking  in  Noe  Valley  [page  13, 
April  1997  Voice],  and  I  will  again  argue 
against  it,  as  I  have  at  neighborhood 
meetings  and  in  your  paper.  Having  lived 
with  it  for  many  years  in  North  Beach — 
and  having  moved  away  from  there  be¬ 
cause  of  it — I  have  many  objections  to  it, 
the  main  one  being  that  it  didn’t  make  it 
any  easier  for  me  to  find  a  parking  space. 

But  I  also  object  to  the  notion  that  per¬ 
mit  parking  is  needed  to  discourage  com¬ 
muters  from  parking  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  I  find  that  I  have  more  trouble 
parking  after  5  p.m.  than  before  5  p.m.  In 
fact,  I  stopped  going  to  evening  neigh¬ 
borhood  meetings  because  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  parking  at  that  time  of  day. 

And  if  indeed  Mr.  Olsen  is  concerned 
about  commuters,  then  why  have  permit 
parking  on  Saturdays? 

My  guess  is  that  Mr.  Olsen  wishes  to 
keep  out  his  neighbors  who  work  outside 
the  neighborhood  or  who  live  a  little  fur¬ 
ther  away  from  24th  Street. 

Barbara  Langerman 
Arbor  Street 


Choking  on  the  Ramps 

Editor: 

The  disabled  community  did  us  a  ma¬ 
jor  disservice  by  shoving  the  poorly  de¬ 
signed  handicapped  ramps  for  Church 
and  Day  Streets  down  the  throats  of  the 
general  community.  These  ramps,  as  de¬ 
signed,  will  be  detrimental  to  all  of  us,  in¬ 
cluding  the  disabled. 

The  disabled  community  spokespersons 
were  completely  inflexible  in  their  approach 
to  the  problem.  Reasonable  compromises 
were  available  and  they  did  not  care. 

This  approach  is  not  acceptable  in  San 
Francisco,  and  they  have  lost  their  credi¬ 
bility.  I  hope  the  next  time  such  intrusive 
plans  are  made,  the  disabled  community 
looks  beyond  the  ends  of  their  noses  for 

solutions'  Kevin  Wallace 

Day  Street 


Perillo  Is  Looking  Out  for  Yew 

Editor: 

While  many  Bay  Area  residents  were 
watching  the  lunar  eclipse  and  the  Hale- 
Bopp  Comet,  a  thief  was  stealing  plants 
off  of  front  porches  in  Noe  Valley.  But 
thanks  to  the  watchful  eye  of  Officer  Lois 
Perillo,  my  four-foot  Irish  yew  was  seen 
in  the  thief’s  cart,  along  with  a  matching 
pair  of  potted  plants. 

Officer  Perillo  questioned  the  culprit, 
and  he  was  arrested  on  other  charges.  She 
confiscated  the  plants. 

Then,  when  I  reported  the  theft  off  my 
first-floor  front  porch  on  23rd  Street,  the 
responding  officers  from  Mission  Station 
made  the  connection  between  my  stolen 
plant  and  the  plants  Lois  had  confiscated. 

The  lessons  learned  from  this  are  three¬ 
fold:  Noe  Valley  residents  need  to  secure 
our  porch  plants  against  theft.  It  helps  to 
report  thefts.  And  Officer  Lois  Perillo  is 
looking  out  for  us. 

Thank  you,  Officer  Perillo! 

Hank  Dunlop 
Twenty-third  Street 


Editor's  Note:  Officer  Perillo  is  sad  to  re¬ 
port  that  the  pair  of  Norfolk  island  pines 
she’d  also  rescuedfrom  the  shopping  cart 
March  23  apparently  succumbed  to  de¬ 
spair  at  the  police  station.  The  miniature 
trees  withered  and  died,  even  though  she 
had  nurtured  them  for  over  a  month  in 
hopes  that  their  owner  would  come  for¬ 
ward.  She  advises  residents  to  label  their 
plants  by  writing  their  name,  address, 
and  phone  or  other  identifying  number 
(use  a  Sharpie)  on  the  bottom  of  the  pot. 


Voice  Mail 

The  Voice  welcomes  letters.  Write 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 14.  Or  send 
e-mail  to  jaxvoice@aol.com. 

Please  include  your  name,  address, 
and  phone  number,  so  that  we  can  con¬ 
tact  you  if  we  have  questions. 

Another  way  to  reach  us  is  via  our 
World  Wide  Web  site.  The  address  is 
noevalleyvoice.com.  There  you'll  find 
some  background  on  the  newspaper,  the 
Class  Ad  listings,  and  several  stories 
from  the  current  issue.  We  look  forward 
to  your  comments.  Write  soon. 


A  Streetcar  Stop  Named  Trouble 

Editor: 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Public  Trans¬ 
portation  Commission  on  March  25,  it 
seemed  apparent  to  me  that  a  final  deci¬ 
sion  on  the  placement  of  the  upper  Noe 
Valley  disabled  access  ramps  had  been 
reached,  at  least  tacitly,  before  the  dis¬ 
cussion  began. 

Public  comment  opened  with  a 
smoothly  orchestrated  presentation  by  a 
small  group  of  people  who  gave  the  im¬ 
pression  that  they  were  speaking  for  the 
30th  Street  residents.  They  were  not. 

Several  of  us  who  also  live  on  30th 
Street  in  fact  favored  the  compromise 
plan,  and  said  so,  demonstrating  that  we 
were  perfectly  able  to  speak  for  ourselves. 

But  as  a  theater  man,  I  must  admit  that 
the  whole  scene  —  from  the  30th  Street 
play-within-a-play  to  the  last-minute 
message  from  the  mayor  and  the  final 
roll-call  vote — was  beautifully  staged.  I 
couldn’t  have  done  it  better  myself. 

Hugh  Palmerston 
Thirtieth  Street 
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The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  an  independent  news¬ 
paper  published  monthly  except  in  January  and 
August.  It  is  distributed  free  in  Noe  Valley  and 
vicinity,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  the 
month.  Subscriptions  are  available  at  $  1 5  per  year 
($9  for  seniors)  by  writing  to  the  above  address. 

Select  stories  and  the  classified  ads  are  also 
published  on  our  Web  site:  noevalleyvoice.com. 

The  Voice  welcomes  your  letters,  photos,  and 
manuscripts,  particularly  on  topics  relating  to 
Noe  Valley.  All  items  should  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  and  may  be  edited 
for  brevity  or  clarity.  (Unsigned  manuscripts  will 
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COME  IN  AND  MEET  BELL  MARKET 
STORE  MANAGER  GARY  GROSSETTI  I  w 

3950  24th  Street  [415)648-0876  Store  Hours:  6  am -12  am  Daily 


znxximzi 


USDA  Choice 


Grain  Fed  Beef 

•E®ster 


FRESHNESS  AND  QUALnY_ 

GUARANTEED 

W  -^UBLE  YOUR  MONEY  BACK' 


I  Farms. 


FRESHNESS  AND  QUALITY 

GUARANTEED 

*OR  DOUBLE  YOUR  MONEY  BACK'  I 


Poultry 
Produce 


Imported  and  Organic 

Xunmisidc 

FARMS* 


Dairy  Products 
All  ATM  &  Major  Credit 
Cards  Accepted 

Monthly  Coupon  Book 


Fine  Wines  and 
Liquors 

Hot  Entrees  and 
Party  Trays 

Special  Occasion 
Cakes-Made  to  Order 
Call  [4151 048-0870 

Fresh  Fish  Service 
Counter 

Joe  Pucci  & 

Sons  Seafood 


*£SD 


Manufacturer's 
Coupon  Worth  ■ 

Cala/Bell 

Double  cm  nn 

Coupon  -JiflO 

YOU 
SAVE 

See  Store  For  Details 


*1.00 


&.00 


We  Gladly  Accept 

★ 


EVERY  TUESDAY  WE 
WELCOME  SENIORS  WITH  A 


% 


5  DISCOUNT 

If  you  are  62  or  older,  you  qualify 
for  a  5%  Discount  on  all  purchases 
up  to  $100  (Tobacco/Alcohol/Dairy 
Products  excluded) ‘Proof  of  age 
required  •  No  discount  shopping 
for  non  seniors 

See  Store  For  Details 


If  You  Can’t 


Ask  Us  and 
We’ll  Get  It 
For  You! 


For  Your 
Convenient 
Neighborhood 
Location  Call: 

15111870-1500 
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RSVP  vacations 
Atlantis  events 


Olivia  cruises 


the  BEEN  there/  DONE  IT  people ! 


4005  24tli  Street 

(Inmierly  UniGlolu*  Time  Travel) 

vis.647.4304 


For  you  convenience  ire  ore  also  ol: 

San  Francisco  -  Castro  -  41 5.241 .7080 
Los  Gatos  -  408.354.6400 


CST  1010492  10 


YANKEE 

CLIPPER 

TRAVEL 


Dan’s  Begins 
Cleanup  of 
1990  Oil  Spill 

Continued  from  Page  1 

Once  the  system  has  been  proven  to  be 
operating  efficiently,  the  station  owners 
will  then  begin  the  second  phase  of  the 
project:  eradicating  any  contamination  of 
nearby  yards. 

Cherie  D’Andrea,  who  is  overseeing 
the  project  for  the  city,  said  someone  from 
SEACOR  would  need  to  be  on  hand  for 
the  first  week  to  monitor  operation  of  the 
extraction  system.  After  that,  they’ll  just 
let  it  run  and  do  periodic  checkups. 

In  the  meantime,  Homblower  and  Mc¬ 
Carthy  will  have  to  get  separate  approval 
from  the  State  Water  Resources  Control 
Board  for  their  private  property  excava¬ 
tion  plans,  because  it  is  the  state  that  will 
fund  much  of  that  project,  D’Andrea  said. 

“Soil  vapor  extraction  works  well  for 
volatile  compounds  such  as  gas,  but  waste 
oil  is  not  volatile,  and  so  they’re  going  to 
need  to  excavate  the  adjacent  properties,” 
she  explained.  “Also,  they  still  need  to 
choose  a  contractor  for  that  project,  and 
that’s  going  to  take  additional  time.  Maybe 
by  September  they’ll  be  able  to  get  started.” 

D’Andrea  noted  that  all  nearby  prop¬ 
erty  owners  and  interested  citizens  would 
receive  copies  of  the  progress  reports. 

Roberta  McGowan,  who  lives  at  308 
Vicksburg  St.,  adjacent  to  the  station,  has 
two  children  who  have  not  been  allowed 
to  play  in  their  own  back  yard  since  a 
neighbor  noticed  the  black  waste  oil  ooz¬ 
ing  out  of  a  nearby  wall  in  1990. 

“Over  the  years  I’ve  had  eight  holes 
dug  in  my  yard  so  they  can  take  their 
quarterly  samples,  and  all  are  still  giving 
major  readouts,”  she  said.  “And  we’re  not 
alone,”  McGowan  added.  “They’ve  taken 
samples  from  half  a  dozen  nearby  yards, 
and  they’ve  all  come  back  positive.  They’re 
scared  to  death  to  look  anymore  because 
everywhere  they’ve  looked,  they’ve 


found.  If  they  do  this  right,  it’s  going  to 
be  a  very  expensive  cleanup  for  them.” 

As  matters  stand  now,  the  price  tag  for 
the  cleanup  at  the  station  is  hovering 
around  $200,000,  with  the  state  promis¬ 
ing  to  pay  about  60  percent.  That  leaves 
Homblower  and  McCarthy  responsible 
for  $80,000. 

And  the  station  owners  have  already 
shelled  out  $100,000  for  the  1993  re¬ 
moval  of  the  tanks  and  other  operations. 
Homblower  says  he  and  McCarthy  are  as 
anxious  as  anyone  to  get  the  ball  rolling. 

“We’ve  had  a  lot  of  complications  with 
people  in  the  area,”  Homblower  said. 
“There  were  hearings  at  Lick  School  a 
year  and  a  half  ago,  and  then  another  six 
months  of  waiting  to  get  the  permits.  Now 
it’s  finally  reached  a  point  where  we’re 
able  to  install  the  system.  It’s  been  frus¬ 
trating  for  us  as  well  to  have  it  take  so  long.” 

Homblower  admits  that  contamination 
from  the  tanks  did  seep  into  the  city’s  wa¬ 
ter  table,  but  he  is  quick  to  point  out  that 
San  Francisco’s  wells  are  not  used  for 
drinking  water. 

“At  some  places  the  technique  is  just 
to  dig  up  the  soil  and  let  it  air  out  a  bit,” 
he  continued.  “But  the  city  and  state  have 
been  very  clear  about  what  they  want,  and 
we’re  doing  all  we  can  to  comply.  This 
system  we’re  putting  in  is  a  proven  one 
that’s  in  use  all  over  the  state.” 

Although  McGowan  has  shown  keen 
interest  in  the  steps  being  taken  to  clean 
up  the  station’s  property,  she  is  under¬ 
standably  more  concerned  with  what  is 
being  done  to  make  her  own  property  safe. 

“It’s  been  seven  years  now  of  our  not 
having  a  back  yard,  and  still  they’re  not 
even  started,”  she  said,  with  mounting  ex¬ 
asperation.  “This  used  to  be  a  family’s 
back  yard,  where  we  had  a  tree  swing  and 
Easter  egg  hunts.  My  kids  will  be  off  to 
college  and  away  from  it  all  before  this 
thing  is  resolved.”  □ 

For  more  details  about  the  project,  call 
the  city's  Bureau  of  Environmental 
Health  Management  at  252-3800.  Citi¬ 
zens  are  also  welcome  to  come  view  the 
case  files  at  1390  Market  St.,  Suite  210. 


" Good  service ,  good  coverage , 
good  price — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance." 


v 

STATE  FARM 


INSURANCE 


Susan  Levinson,  Agent 
1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor 
State  Farm  is  there .® 


State  Farm  Insurance  Companies  •  Home  Offices:  Bloomington.  Illinois 


SINCE  1992 


Diamond  Corner  Cafe 

Best  Buttermilk  Pancakes  in  Noe  Valley 
All  Our  Breads  &  Pastries  Baked  Fresh  Daily 

Enjoy  the  Experience  of  Our  Homemade  Cooking  and  Baking 

jv _ Daily  Lunch  Menu  includes  Gourmet  Sandwiches,  ^ 

Vegan  Soups,  Fresh  Pastas  and  Pies  $ 

Fresh  Juices  and  Smoothies  •  Gourmet  Coffees  and  Espressos 

Serving  Breakfast  Daily:  M-F  7  am-11  am.  Sat  &  Sun  8  am-l:30  pm 
Open  Daily  6:30  am-9  pm 
751  DIAMOND  STREET  (AT  24TH  ST.)  282-9551 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  May  1997  7 


Pothole 

Causes  Serious 
Bike  Accident 

Continued  from  Page  1 

Currently,  DPW’s  Bureau  of  Street  Re¬ 
pairs  has  a  backlog  of 600  sewer  repair  proj¬ 
ects.  Every  10  days,  the  staff  re-priori- 
tizes  the  list,  moving  the  worst  ones  to  the 
top.  There  are  a  half-dozen  “worst  cases,” 
including  a  sewer  failure  on  Jersey  be¬ 
tween  Diamond  and  Douglass.  That  street 
was  scheduled  to  be  repaired  in  April. 

In  the  eyes  of  Anicich’s  attorney,  Jef¬ 
frey  Holl,  the  city’s  failure  to  get  a  grip 
on  the  pothole  situation  is  seriously  en¬ 
dangering  people’s  lives. 

“The  pothole  [on  23rd  Street]  was  a 
known  problem  that  should  have  been 
rectified  in  a  better  manner,”  Holl  said.  “It 
clearly  presents  a  risk  of  injury  to  people 
using  the  street.  The  proof  is  that  two  peo¬ 
ple  have  been  injured  within  nine  months.” 

Stone,  who  witnessed  the  accident, 
agrees.  “She  was  an  innocent  person  go¬ 
ing  down  the  street.  That  pothole  was  a 
bomb  waiting  to  explode.” 

As  for  Anicich,  her  recovery  is  coming 
along.  She  returned  to  work  3  72  weeks 
after  the  accident.  “I  rode  my  bike  to  work 
today,  but  I  couldn’t  make  it  to  the  pool. 
The  doctors  said  it  would  take  two 
months  before  I  have  all  my  faculties.” 

And  she  has  been  reunited  with  the 
people  who  came  to  her  aid  March  19. 

“I’m  immensely  grateful  to  David 
Stone,  and  to  the  neighbors  who  helped 
me.  They  saved  my  life.  Usually  I’m  a 
cynical  person,  but  this  made  me  see  that 
people  can  be  really  caring.”  □ 
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Call  the  Pothole  Patrol 

Come  across  any  potholes  lately?  Is  the 
road  bumpier  than  it  used  to  be? 

DPW  spokesperson  Alex  Mamak  says 
his  department  needs  your  help  in  locating 
potholes  and  other  dangerous  cracks  in  the 
street.  “If  we  don’t  know  they’re  out  there, 
we  can’t  fix  them,”  said  Mamak. 

To  report  a  pothole  —  no  matter  how 
small  or  seemingly  insignificant — call  the 
city’s  Pothole  Hotline  at  (415)  695-2100. 

If  the  pothole  is  on  their  turf,  workers 
from  DPW  will  try  to  repair  it  within  48 
hours  on  weekdays.  For  projects  that  re¬ 
quire  more  than  48  hours  to  fix,  DPW  will 
develop  an  “action  plan.”  If  the  repair  is 
the  responsibility  of  another  agency  such 
as  PG&E,  DPW  will  notify  that  agency. 

When  you  call,  please  give  the  pothole’s 
nearest  street  address  and  cross-street. 

—Loren  J.  Bialik 


M 
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Emily  Anicich  spent  three  days  in  the  hospital  after  hitting  a  pothole  while  riding  her  bike 
down  23rd  Street.  The  hole,  evidently  caused  by  a  broken  sewer,  was  fixed  and  repaved 
April  8.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


PSYCHO 

TUCRAPY 

CENTER 

•Empathic  Therapy  for 
Individuals /Couples 

•  Affordable  Fees 

•  Eve/Sat/  E.  Bay  Appts. 

•  Diverse  Cultural 

Awareness 

415.487.6229 
CUUPCEI  *MkT 

.  SAN  FRANCISCO  j 


NOE  VALLEY  DEMOCRATIC  CLUB 

JUNE  3  SPECIAL  ELECTION  ENDORSEMENTS 


prop  mi 

City  College  & 

School  Bonds 
($140  million) 

YES 

These  bonds  will  provide  funding  for  construction,  repair  and  expansion  of  school  and 
college  buildings  and  will  upgrade  science  and  computer  labs.  We  strongly  support  better 
education  and  the  improvement  of  our  school  and  college  facilities.  VOTE  YES  ON  A. 

PROP 

Cultural  Center 
Bonds 
($49  million) 

B 

No 

Recommendation* 

These  bonds  would  repair  and  renovate  existing  cultural  centers  and  create  three  new  ones 
for  Gay  and  Lesbian  culture,  Native  American  culture,  and  for  Asian  Pacific  American 
culture.  While  some  members  support  this  new  funding  for  the  arts,  others  raised 
issues  about  proposed  sites,  building  plans  and  long  term  funding  for  the  new  centers. 

PROP 

Zoo 

Bonds 
($48  million) 

YES 

These  long  overdue  funds  will  upgrade  the  San  Francisco  Zoo  and  create  renovated 

habitats,  new  exhibits,  modernized  buildings  and  grounds,  and  expanded  children’s 
programs.  WE  STRONGLY  RECOMMEND  A  YES  VOTE  FOR  THE  ZOO. 

PROP  1 

Football 

Stadium  Bonds  ] 
($100  million) 

No 

Recommendation* 

Tins  proposal  calls  for  $100  million  in  lease-finance  bonds  for  a  new  stadium.  Principal  and  interest 

would  be  paid  from  the  City  ’s  General  Fund  and  costs  could  be  offset  by  revenues  from  .he  stadium 
project  and  retail  complex.  We  strongly  support  the  49ers,  but  this  proposal  and  the  developer’s 
projections  left  members  with  questions.  Many  concerns  were  raised  about  the  viability  of  the  Retail 
Complex  and  its  impact  on  traffic,  the  environment,  neighborhood  businesses  and  city  coffers. 

PROP  ; 

PUC  Revenue 

Uses.  Charier 

Amendment 

YES 

This  proposition  corrects  a  drafting  error  in  our  new  City  Charter.  We  support  the  Citv 

Attorney’s  position.  VOTE  YES  ON  E. 

PROP 

Candlestick 

Point  Stadium 

Land  Use 

*  A  60%  vote  was  reauirori  fnr 

V 

I 

NO 

This  initiative  creates  a  “Special  Use  District”  that  would  exempt  Candlestick  development  from  certain 

ZdTnTh  hr  Tng  ’  ‘hereby  limiting  PUbl‘C  reVieW'  TheSe  special  exemphons  pertain  to 

building  heights,  parking  structures,  signage,  and  open  land  use.  We  strongly  oppose  bypassing 

VOTeTnPROP  FZOnm8  laWS  f0r  thiS  Pr°P0Sed  devel°Pment  and  WE  RECOMMEND  A  NO 

PAID  POLITICAL  ADVERTISEMENT.  PAID  FOR  BY  THE  NOE  VALLEY  DEMOCRATIC  CLUB. 


DIANE  SIDD-CHAMPION,  TREASURER 


8  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  May  1997 


The  new^KMtfP  digital  hearing  aid. 
It's  like  nothing  you've  ever  heard  before. 


The  Senso™  is  100%  Digital 

tJilDEX 


The  World’s  Smallest 


The  World’s  Fastest 


The  World’s  Most  Sophisticated 
and  Completely  Automatic 

Digital  Hearing  Aid 


"The  hearing  aid  with  a  brain'.'* 


Digitally  Ahead  Of  Its  Time 


*200.00  OFF 

The  Senso™  Digital  Hearing  Aid 

WITH  THIS  AD  expires  S/31/97 


May  is 

Better  Hearing  Month 

Have  you  had  your  hearing 
tested  lately? 

Monday- Friday  9:30-6:00 
Saturday  9:30-4:00 

2480  Mission  Street  (at  21st  St.) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  824-6865 

Free  validated  parking 
at  Bartlett  Street  Garage, 
comer  21st  and  Bartlett 


OPTICAL 

AND 

HEARING 


NOE  VALLEY-MISSION 


Join  Cover  to  Cover  for  all  these  signings  in  May 


Jan  Karon,  author  of  OUT  TO 
CANAAN,  Thursday,  May  29, 
6-8  pm 


f  ■ . ^  ifii? 

TIME 

Bind 

j  When  Work 
I  Becomes  Home 
j  &  Home 
i  Bf.comfsWork 

Arlie  Russell 
Hochschild 


Arlie  Hochschild,  author 
of  TIME  BIND,  Saturday, 
May  10, 2-4  pm 

Patricia  McKissack, 
author  of 

MA  DEAR'S 
APRON, 
Wednesday, 

May  14, 2-3:30  pm 


3910  Twenty-Fourth  Street  near  Sanchez 
San  Francisco  •  (415)  282-8080 

Monday  through  Saturday  10  am-9  pm 
Sunday  1 0  am— 6  pm 


The  Sequel  to 
Writer/Humorist 
Cyra  McFadden 

Continued  from  Page  1 

Montgomery  and  the  “Dean  of  Rodeo 
Announcers”  Cy  Taillon. 

From  1985  to  1991,  McFadden  wrote 
a  weekly  column  for  the  San  Francisco 
Examiner,  in  which  she  tackled  every¬ 
thing  from  gun  control  to  jet  lag  to  why 
the  newspaper  is  wrapped  in  plastic  only 
on  days  it  doesn’t  rain.  Since  then,  she  has 
freelanced  for  the  Nation,  Newsweek,  the 
New  York  Times,  and  other  national  pub¬ 
lications. 

Given  the  profusion  of  work  and  her 
great  success,  one  can’t  help  but  be  sur¬ 
prised  when  McFadden,  between  sips  of 
a  latte  with  low-fat  milk,  confesses  that 
she  hates  to  write. 

“Writing  is  slow,  laborious,  and  not  as 
much  fun  as  cleaning  and  plucking  chick¬ 
ens,”  she  laughs.  “Or  having  a  root  canal.” 

It  is  midmoming  on  a  warm  St.  Pat¬ 
rick’s  Day,  and  we  have  walked  to  24th 
Street  from  McFadden’s  home  at  Church 
and  23rd  in  search  of  a  quiet  place  to  talk 
—  away  from  the  pounding  of  hammers 
on  a  neighbor’s  roof  and  the  high-pitched 
whistling  that  emanates  from  the  new 
Breda  streetcars  which  pass  in  front  of 
McFadden’s  home.  These  “eighty-thou- 
sand-pound  tea  kettles,”  as  she  calls  them, 
are  her  current  pet  peeve. 

“It’s  just  about  the  only  thing  that  I  find 
really  difficult  about  living  in  Noe  Valley 
these  days,”  she  says.  “I  was  away  in  Jan¬ 
uary  and  came  back  and  could  not  believe 
the  Muni  was  going  to  inflict  these  things 
on  us  despite  the  noise ....  I  really  find  the 
front  part  of  my  house  unlivable  when 
those  cars  are  on  the  run.” 

McFadden  is  dressed  writerly-casual 
in  black  leggings  and  a  blue  work  shirt, 
her  hair  still  as  closely  cropped  as  in  the 
days  when  her  picture  graced  the  slot 
above  her  Examiner  column.  We  take  a 
table  in  the  almost-empty  patio  at  Savor, 
and  as  soon  as  we  sit  down,  McFadden 
starts  chatting  away.  There’s  an  equal 
dose  of  humor  and  seriousness  in  most 
everything  she  says. 

“I  turned  59  in  December,  and  I’m  al¬ 
ways  looking  at  my  middle-aged  life  and 
saying.  Why  did  I  ever  embark  on  this 
profession  when  it’s  excruciatingly  hard 
work  for  me  and  I  don’t  really  enjoy  it? 
I’m  one  of  those  people  who  loves  hav¬ 
ing  written,  but  I  have  never  written  any¬ 
thing  that  I  didn’t  want  to  go  back  and  re¬ 
vise,  and  that  I  didn’t  think  needed  to  be 
a  whole  lot  better  than  it  was  before  it 
went  into  print.” 

She  admits  that  her  perfectionist  ten¬ 
dencies  have  driven  more  than  one  editor 
a  little  bit  nuts.  “I  drive  editors  cra-a-a- 
zy.  They’re  patient  up  to  a  point,  and  then 
they  start  mumbling  about  people  named 
Nunzio  who  do  kneecaps!” 

McFadden  has  spent  almost  a  decade 
working  on  a  new  novel,  but  it  is  still  in 
draft  form.  A  couple  of  years  ago,  she  fin¬ 
ished  200  pages,  then  decided  to  ditch 
them  and  start  over. 

“I  think  my  writing  group  could  recite 
my  book  word  for  word,  because  I’m  con¬ 
stantly  reworking  and  revising  it.  Every 
time  we  meet,  they  sigh  heavily  and  lis¬ 


ten  to  the  latest  version  of  the  same  two 
chapters.” 

Maybe  that’s  why  she  calls  this  new 
novel  her  “ work-in-no-progress.”  ( Tremors 
was  the  working  title,  but  she’s  planning 
to  change  it.)  “Slow  though  I  am,  I  write 
one  book  every  10  years  whether  the 
world  is  ready  or  not,”  she  adds. 

This  one  is  supposed  to  be  a  comic  nov¬ 
el,  “at  least  I  hope  it  is.  It’s  set  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  is  essentially  about  urban  life.” 

Since  she  ran  much  too  far  behind 
deadline  for  Rain  or  Shine  and  “became 
desperate  about  being  so  slow,”  she  has 

“/  didn’t  want  to  be  pigeon¬ 
holed  forever,  and  I  didn’t 
want  to  write  son  of  The  Serial 
and  nephew  of  The  Serial  and 
grandson  of  The  Serial  and 
great-grandson  of  The  Serial, 
although  I  probably  would  be 
a  lot  richer  if  I  had.” 

passed  up  publishers’  offers  of  a  contract 
for  the  new  book. 

“That  may  have  been  foolish,”  she  ac¬ 
knowledges.  “I  keep  reading  how  much 
tighter  the  book  market  is  getting,  and  I 
have  no  reason  to  be  absolutely  sure  that 
I  can  sell  this  book.  But  I  became  so  par¬ 
alyzed  in  the  writing  of  Rain  or  Shine,  I 
decided  I  never  wanted  to  sell  a  book-in¬ 
progress  again.  I  want  to  hand  over  a 
completed  manuscript,  even  if  I  need  to 
then  rewrite  and  edit  according  to  a  pub¬ 
lisher’s  specifications.” 

McFadden  is  also  wary  of  writing  “the 
same  book  over  and  over  again” — a  prob¬ 
lem  that  has  plagued  many  other  authors 
who  have  achieved  bestsellerdom  on  their 
first  attempt. 

“I  consider  myself  primarily  a  hu¬ 
morist,  and  I’m  happy  to  have  that  desig¬ 
nation,”  she  says,  “but  I  didn’t  want  to  be 
pigeonholed  forever,  and  I  didn’t  want  to 
write  son  of  The  Serial  and  nephew  of  The 
Serial  and  grandson  of  The  Serial  and 
great-grandson  of  The  Serial ,  although  I 
probably  would  be  a  lot  richer  if  I  had. 
Still,  I’d  be  bored  to  tears.... 

“I’ve  had  such  a  fluky  writing  career, 
because  I  sort  of  sidled  accidentally  into 
a  [first]  book  that  became  a  bestseller.... 
Let’s  just  say  that  I  skimmed  the  cream 
off  the  top  at  the  beginning,  and  it’s  been 
back  to  reality  since  then.” 

When  Rain  or  Shine  came  out  in  1986, 
she  notes,  “I  had  all  these  wonderful  re¬ 
views  for  which  I’d  like  to  hire  a  stone 
carver,  but  the  book  didn’t  really  sell 
much.  My  joke  about  it  was,  ‘Oh,  I  want 
to  be  buried  with  these  reviews,’  and 
within  about  a  month  I  was! 

“Because  I’d  written  The  Serial,  peo¬ 
ple  lined  up  at  readings  and  asked,  ‘Is  it 
as  funny  as  the  last  one?’  and  I  had  to  say, 
“No,  it  isn’t.  It’s  a  different  sort  of  book.” 

In  a  glowing  review  of  Rain  or  Shine 
for  the  New  York  Times,  Michiko  Kaku- 
tani  wrote  that  “purged  of  sentimentality 
and  self-justification,  her  reminiscence 
possesses  all  the  immediacy  of  good  jour¬ 
nalism,  all  the  nuances  and  emotional  col¬ 
ors  of  fine  fiction.” 

Continued  Next  Page 


Psychotherapy... 

a  safe  place  to  exp  tore  painful  memories,  relationship  difficulties, 

6 locked  creativity,  self-defeating  behavior,  fears  and  aspirations. 

The  goats:  insight,  behavior  change,  self-actualization. 

Celia  'Rpseburu  Liaftthill,  ‘M/A. 

(MFCC  #27325) 

(415)  239-1315  Affordable  sliding  scale 

23rd  near  Church,  in  Noe  Valley,  S.F.  •  Morning,  evening,  weekend  appointments 
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McFadden 

Continued  from  Previous  Page 

But  literary  memoirs  weren’t  so  fash¬ 
ionable  then. 

“With  my  usual  exquisite  sense  of  tim¬ 
ing,  I  seem  to  have  anticipated  the  wave  of 
memoirs  by  several  years,”  jokes  McFad¬ 
den.  “Suddenly,  there  are  not  only  a  spate 
of  memoirs,  but  a  great  many  books  about 
the  father-daughter  relationship.  I  think 
my  book  would  have  received  much  more 
attention  had  it  been  published  today.” 

Although  currently  out  of  print.  Rain 
or  Shine  is  still  available  in  used  book¬ 
stores.  In  addition,  the  University  of  Ne¬ 
braska  Press  plans  to  reissue  it  sometime 
next  year. 

So  what  are  her  thoughts  on  the  surge 
of  memoirs  being  rushed  to  bookstores 
today? 

“I  think  there  are  memoirs  and  then 
there  are  memoirs,”  she  says.  “Mary 
Karr’s  book  The  Liars’  Club  was  an  ab¬ 
solute  delight.  And  the  ones  that  are  badly 
written,  or  only  written  to  make  a  buck, 
they’re  in  another  category. 

“But  I  think  the  critics’  worrying  that 
memoirs  are  somehow  going  to  overtake 
novels  is  nonsense.  They  are  very  sepa¬ 
rate  genres.  I  wanted  to  write  Rain  or 
Shine  as  a  novel  when  I  proposed  it  all 
those  years  ago,  and  the  publisher  pointed 
out  to  me,  rightly  I  think,  that  my  parents 
were  such  unlikely  characters,  and  some 
of  the  events  in  the  book  were  so  flam¬ 
boyant,  that  even  though  they  were  real, 

I  would  have  had  the  problem  of  writing 
plausible  fiction.  Not  all  material  lends  it¬ 
self  to  fiction.” 

In  1985,  as  Rain  or  Shine  was  about  to 
go  to  press,  McFadden  moved  to  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  and  into  her  new  job  as  a  columnist 
for  the  Examiner.  At  the  time,  the  neigh¬ 
borhood — or  “nabe,”  as  she  calls  it  — re¬ 
minded  her  “of  Mill  Valley  in  the  early 
’60s.  There  was  a  feeling  of  neighbor¬ 
hood  here  that  I  loved  about  Marin  then.... 

“When  I  moved  here,  there  were  empty 
storefronts  all  up  and  down  24th  Street, 
and  it  was  a  lot  less  prosperous  and  a  lot 
funkier,”  she  says.  “I’m  glad  to  see  the 
street  flourishing.  On  the  other  hand,  of 
course,  there’s  the  traffic  and  congestion 
and  no  parking. 

“There’s  also  a  little  too  much  ‘we  got 
ours,’  particularly  with  the  Sanchez  Hill¬ 
top  issue  and  the  handicapped-access 
ramps  [for  the  J-Church  line].  That  re¬ 
minds  me  very  much  of  Mill  Valley. 

“I  was  particularly  concerned  about  the 
handicapped  issue.  My  late  husband  was 
in  a  wheelchair,  so  I  know  from  personal 
experience  how  incredibly  difficult  it  is 
for  anyone  who’s  disabled  to  navigate  in 
a  major  city.  The  not-in-my-back-yard 
stuff  is  understandable  in  the  sense  that 
the  local  merchants,  with  good  reason,  are 
worried  about  parking,  which  becomes 
more  and  more  of  a  problem  here.  And 
yet  if  it  comes  down  to  whose  interests 
absolutely  have  to  be  served,  I’m  obvi¬ 
ously  on  the  side  of  the  handicapped.” 

But  her  biggest  source  of  annoyance  is 


still  the  new  Breda  streetcars.  She  has 
joined  other  neighbors  in  writing  letters 
and  attending  Public  Transportation  Com¬ 
mission  meetings  to  voice  their  concerns. 

“Because  acoustics  are  so  peculiar,  peo¬ 
ple  a  block  away  don’t  realize  how  inva¬ 
sive  these  things  are.  They  look  great,  and 
the  ride  is  so  much  smoother.  But  they’re 
often  followed  by  all  the  dogs  howling 
because  it  hurts  their  ears.  It’s  not  so  much 
the  volume  of  the  noise,  but  the  piercing, 
high-pitched  sound.  It  goes  right  down 
your  spinal  cord  and  into  your  molars.” 

That  doesn’t  mean  her  allegiance  to  the 
neighborhood  has  waned.  “It’s  a  great 
‘nabe’,”  she  says.  “What  I  like  best  is  that 
I  can  do  almost  everything  that  I  need  to 
do  in  the  normal  course  of  a  week  on  foot.” 

She  doesn’t  need  any  coaxing  to  rattle 
off  a  litany  of  the  Noe  Valley  shops  and 
restaurants  she  patronizes. 

“Jim  Carroll’s  bookstore  is  just  about 
my  very  favorite  place,”  she  says.  “And 
I’m  very  fond  of  all  the  secondhand  cloth¬ 
ing  stores,  because  I’m  a  scrounger.  I’m 
a  fan  of  the  sidewalk  sales  as  well.  I  vir¬ 
tually  furnished  my  house  from  them 
over  the  years.” 

“T hey  [the  Breda  streetcars] 
look  great,  and  the  ride  is  so 
much  smoother.  But  they’re 
often  followed  by  all  the 
dogs  howling  because  it  hurts 
their  ears.  It’s  not  so  much  the 
volume  of  the  noise,  but  the 
piercing,  high-pitched  sound. 

It  goes  right  down  your  spinal 
cord  and  into  your  molars.” 

As  for  restaurants,  Swatdee  and  Bacco 
are  high  on  her  list.  But  she  doesn’t  eat 
out  much  these  days. 

“I  wrote  about  food  and  wine  for  the 
Examiner,  and  I  got  to  the  point  where  the 
sight  of  a  menu  with  five  courses  and  six 
wines  made  me  burst  into  tears.  I  knew 
I'd  had  enough.  In  fact,  I  wrote  a  column 
once  about  how  all  I  wanted  to  eat  in  the 
entire  world  was  one  poached  egg  and  a 
piece  of  whole  wheat  toast.” 

By  now,  an  hour  has  passed,  and  it’s 
time  for  one  last  question.  McFadden, 
who  is  single  and  has  two  grown  children 
— a  daughter  who  lives  in  Mill  Valley  and 
a  son  who  lives  in  Montana  —  turns  60 
this  year.  Is  this  going  to  be  one  of  those 
monumental  birthdays? 

“Oh-h-h  yes,”  she  says.  “I  keep  think¬ 
ing  there’s  some  mistake  in  the  records 
bureau,  that  it’s  absolutely  impossible.  On 
the  other  hand,  I’ve  outlived  enough 
friends — and  one  dearly  loved  husband — 
to  know  that  I  don’t  mind  getting  older. 
Every  birthday  I  remind  myself  to  con¬ 
sider  the  alternative. 

“And  I  like  my  life  a  great  deal  at  this 
point.  It’s  very  satisfying.  I  like  being  au¬ 
tonomous  and  marginally  self-supporting. 

It’s  just  a  nice  time  for  me.”  □ 


Architecture  &  Planning 

•  Remodeling,  additions,  and  new  buildings 


Local  practitioner;  neighborhood -specific 
design 

Variance  applications,  Planning  approvals, 
and  Building  Permits 

Free  initial  consultation:  What  do  you 
have  in  mind? 

Stephen  P.  Johnston,  AIA 

249  Fair  Oaks  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA.  94110 
(415)  282.6344 


The  Dubliner 

3838  24th  Street  at  Vicksburg 
826-2279 


Giants  &  A’s  Games  (via  satellite  TV) 
Large  Selection  of  Draft  Beer 
Pub  Grub  Available 

Tuesdays  Ladies  Night 
1  Beers  and  Well  Drinks  9-1:30  pm 


in  Noe  Valley 

Rover’s  Irish  Pub 

25  Beers  on  Tap  •  Pool /Foosball/ Darts 
Giants  and  A’s  Games  via  Satellite  TV 
Live  Music  Wednesdays  •  DJs  Friday  and  Saturday 

4026  24th  Street  821-7861 


Our  mice  have 
a  new  pad. 


And  it’s  right  around  the  corner.  We're  Net-It  Software, 
a  Silicon  Valley  “start-up”  whose  growing  business  and 
staff  requirements  have  outgrown  our  first  location.  It  is 
therefore  with  great  enthusiasm  that  we  greet  our  new 
neighbors  and  long-term  home. 

Since  we’re  “next  door”,  you  should  check  out  our  hot 
new  products  and  job  openings  in  marketing,  engineering, 
office  management,  public  relations,  sales,  support,  and 
business  development. 

Ot  course,  you  11  find  more  information  by  having  your 
mouse  visit  our  Web  site  at: 


www.net-it.com 


& 


2k  Net-It  Software 
Corporation 


Net-It  and  the  Net-It  logo  ore  trademarks  of  Net-ll  Software  Corporator 


1 550  Bryant  Street,  2nd  Floor 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

Tel:  415  988  6961 
Fax:  415  988  6909 
Email:  jobs@net-it.com 
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METAL  FRAME  SALE 


COLORS:  Anodic,  black.  Matt  Black, 
Contrast  Gray,  Champagne,  Gold,  Frosted 
Gold,  Silver,  Frosted  Silver,  White  &  Pewter 

INCLUDES:  Frames,  Glass,  Mount, 
Labor,  Backing,  Wire  and  Hooks 


Size 

14x18 

16x20 

18x24 

22x28 

24x30 

24x36 

30x40 

36x48 


I 
I 


Price 

29.95 

34.95 

39.95 

46.95 

49.95 

59.95 

69.95 

89.95 


I 
I 

J 


RAMIN  WOOD  FRAME  SALE 


Available  in  three  finish 
BLACK  -  NATURAL 
MOHOGANY 

INCLUDES  Glass,  Frame  &  Backing 


Augustin  Casasola,  Mexico  1915 
Posters  Available  in  24"  x  32"  at  Back  to  the  Picture 

(415)  826-2321 

934  Valencia  st.  @  20th  San  Francisco 

Please  present  this  coupon  at  the  time  of  purchase.  Expires  August  31,  1997 


Size 

Regular 

SALE  PRICE 

Price 

TO  YOU 

11x14 

45.75 

19.95 

14x18 

60.00 

24.95 

16x20 

70.00 

29.95 

20x24 

80.00 

34.95 

22x28 

90.00 

39.95 

24x30 

100.00 

49.95 

24x36 

110.00 

54.95 

30x36 

120.00 

61.95 

30x40 

140.00 

64.95 

I 

I 

I 
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DEBRA  J.  WOLF 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 
General  Practice 

Personal  Injury  •  Family  Law  •  Bankruptcy 
Landlord/Tenant  •  Wills  •  Criminal  Defense  •  DUI 

3929  24th  Street  (be  tween  Sanchez  and  Noe)  641-7696 
Free  Initial  Consultation 
EVENING  AND  WEEKEND  APPOINTMENTS 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 


Design  ?  Installation 
Maintenance  ?  Renovation 

a  Decorative  Fixtures  and  Furniture 

. 

Quality  landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley 


415  821  3760 

LANDSCAPE  CONTRACTOR  LICENSE  725050 


PEST  CONTROL  LICENSE  21606 


Dan  Marshall 


Real  Estate 
News 

Remodeling  to 
Improve  Resale  Value: 
How  Much  Is  Enough? 

By  Dan  Marshall 

Century  21  /Hartford  Properties 

Many  homeowners  want  to  know 
how  much  remodeling  is  enough 
to  improve  the  value  of  their 
investment — and  how  much  is  too  much. 

The  answer  to  this  question  may  lie  in  Greek 
philosophy:  “Moderation  in  all  things.” 

Begin  with  first  impressions.  They  really 
do  mean  a  lot.  If  a  property  doesn’t  look  nice 
from  the  street,  many  prospective  buyers  may 
look  no  further.  It  must  have  what  we  call 
“curbside  appeal.”  Simply  painting  the  exterior 
can  be  a  sound  investment. 

Inside,  the  most  important  room,  by  far, 
is  the  kitchen.  A  $10,000  investment  here  can 
improve  the  resale  value  of  the  entire  home 
by  as  much  as  $25-30,000.  One  reason:  busy 
professionals  don’t  want  expensive  and  time- 
consuming  plumbing  and  wiring  problems 


PAID  ADVERTORIAL 

awaiting  them  as  soon  as  the  deal  closes.  A 
finished  kitchen  means  a  lot. 

Most  buyers  appreciate  modern  kitchen 
appliances.  They  will  be  looking  for  reliable 
new  models,  but  the  seller  need  not  spring  for 
“designer  labels.”  A  gas  stove  is  usually  consid¬ 
ered  a  bonus;  a  professional  range  may  not  add 
significant  value.  Sellers  may  also  enhance  the 
decor  economically,  by  re-facing  existing 
kitchen  cabinetry  rather  than  replacing  it. 

Next  in  importance  are  the  bathrooms. 

In  San  Francisco,  these  often  date  from  another 
era.  Yet,  it  usually  doesn’t  take  much  to  update 
appearances,  creating  a  well-lit  area  with  plenty 
of  outlets.  A  second  bath  or  half-bath  can  really 
enhance  overalll  saleability.  As  for  the  rest  of 
the  house,  fresh  paint,  hardwood  floors  or 
carpeting  contribute  to  a  tidy  look.  Bear  in  mind 
that  some  buyers  might  be  willing  to  overlook 
a  few  flaws,  and  even  anticipate  investing  a  little 
“sweat  equity”  into  these  rooms. 

Above  all,  homeowners  need  to  avoid 
creating  “economic  obsolescence,”  by  improv¬ 
ing  their  property  far  beyond  the  value  of  its 
neighbors.  It  becomes  out  of  character  with  the 
rest  of  the  neighborhood.  So  it  is  unwise  to  take 
a  property  worth  $250,000,  sink  $100,000  of 
remodeling  into  it,  and  then  hang  a  price  tag  on 
it  of  $350,000.  When  the  surrounding  houses  are 
still  appraised  at  $150,000,  this  over-improved 
beauty  can  be  difficult  to  sell,  because  there  are 
no  nearby  price  comparisons. 

When  it  comes  to  investing  in  a  home 
renovation,  the  Greeks  had  it  right:  a  little 
moderation  can  save  a  bundle. 

Dan  Marshall  is  a  partner  in  a  real  estate 
marketing  team  with  associate  Lance  Fulford. 

Fie  has  been  a  real  estate  investor  for  20  years. 
Marshall  is  a  native  San  Franciscan  and  has  a 
degree  in  Marketing  from  San  Francisco  State. 

A  respected  Century  21/Hartford  Properties 
sales  consultant,  he  has  considerable  experience 
in  both  residential  and  commercial  real  estate. 


SchweD 

■  CONSTRUCTION* 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 

(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 


BBB 


Member: 


If  you  have  questions  about  real  estate 
investments,  contact  Dan  Marshall 
at  Century  21 /Hartford  Properties  in 
San  Francisco,  (415)  863-7500  ext.  169. 


COMPLETE 

LOCKSMITH  SERVICES 

Shop  Hours: 

9:30  am-6:00  p.m. 
Monday-F  r  iday 

1585  Church  Street  (at  28th  St. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415  285-0134 

CONTRACTORS  LICENSE  #  554140 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


One  Reported 
Mugging  in  March 

By  Officer  Lois  Perillo 

There  was  one  reported  robbery  within 
my  Noe  Valley  patrol  area  during  the 
month  of  March. 

On  March  6  at  about  10:30  p.m.,  a  28- 
year-old  man  walking  near  2 1  st  and  Chat¬ 
tanooga  was  robbed  of  his  wallet  by  an 
18-year-old  male  who  brandished  a  gun. 
The  thief  then  fled  in  a  white  and  beige 
Toyota  Celica  driven  by  another  man. 

The  targeted  man  phoned  police  within 
several  minutes  of  the  crime,  and  police 
responded  two  minutes  later.  However, 
the  suspects,  who  drove  away  east  on  2 1  st 
Street,  have  not  yet  been  apprehended. 

Walgreens  Hit  by  Serial  Robbers 

Two  months  and  a  day  after  a  similar 
robbery,  the  Walgreens  drugstore  at  Cas¬ 
tro  and  Jersey  was  hit  again,  this  time  on 
April  1  at  7:49  p.m.,  by  a  male  in  his  late 
20s.  The  man  asked  for  change  and  showed 
a  gun,  before  taking  money  from  the  reg¬ 
ister  and  fleeing  in  a  small  black  car,  dri¬ 
ven  by  an  accomplice,  east  on  Jersey  Street. 

I  was  on  my  bike  at  the  comer  of  Jer¬ 
sey  and  Vicksburg  when  the  robbery  was 
reported.  I  rode  west  toward  Castro,  but 
was  unable  to  spot  the  suspect  vehicle, 
which  had  sped  off  before  my  arrival  at 
the  store  at  7:52  p.m. 

I’d  like  to  commend  the  clerks  at  the 
register,  who  remained  calm  during  the 
robbery  and  provided  detailed  descrip¬ 
tions.  Another  clerk,  who  was  on  break  at 
the  time,  spotted  the  robber  and  immedi¬ 
ately  but  cautiously  went  to  the  back  of 
the  store,  where  she  called  police.  Also,  a 
customer  who  had  witnessed  the  robbery 
was  able  to  add  to  the  case  after  he  left 
the  store.  It  turned  out  that  his  partner, 
who  had  been  waiting  in  the  parking  lot, 
had  seen  the  suspect  go  into  Walgreens 
and  then  exit  a  few  minutes  later,  running 
toward  the  getaway  car  on  Jersey.  The 
customer  returned  to  the  store  and  gave 
police  a  description  of  the  suspects’  car. 

This  tip  was  especially  important  be¬ 
cause  police  investigators  now  think  the 
robbery  was  committed  by  the  same  two 
thieves  who’ve  made  multiple  hits  on 
businesses  throughout  the  city.  Just  prior 
to  this  incident,  inspectors  from  the  Rob¬ 
bery  Detail  had  set  up  a  special  task  force 
to  apprehend  these  suspects. 

Garages  Still  Easy  Targets 

The  No?  Valley  community  reported 
five  burglaries  during  March.  There  were 
two  break-ins  of  garages,  the  first  on 
March  12  after  2  a.m.  in  the  1100  block 
of  Dolores,  and  the  second  March  22  af¬ 
ter  5  a.m.  on  the  3800  block  of  25th  Street. 


An  apartment  on  the  first  block  of  San 
Jose  Avenue  was  burglarized  during  work 
hours  on  Wednesday,  March  1 2.  A  build¬ 
ing  on  the  3900  block  of  21st  Street  was 
also  broken  into  sometime  between  Thurs¬ 
day,  March  13,  and  Saturday,  March  15. 

Kudos  to  an  alert  49-year-old  woman 
who  spotted  a  burglar  on  the  1 200  block 
of  Guerrero  March  18  at  2:30  p.m.  She 
had  followed  the  suspect  because  she  had 
seen  him  enter  a  front  gate  carrying  a  gar¬ 
ment  bag.  She  then  enlisted  the  aid  of  an¬ 
other  man  to  phone  police  as  she  watched 
the  suspect  contact  three  other  men  in  Juri 
Commons  Park  on  Guerrero  at  26th 
Street.  The  police  responded  and  detained 
the  three  men  and  found  the  filled  gar¬ 
ment  bag.  However,  the  prime  suspect 
was  not  found.  The  three  men  were  I.D.  ’d 
and  released.  The  garment  bag  was 
booked,  since  officers  had  not  been  able 
to  locate  its  owner. 

Recycling  Thief  Ttirns  Nasty 

Off-duty  police  officer  Kathleen  Mul¬ 
lins  of  Northern  Station  saw  a  16-year-old 
male  taking  recyclables  from  a  restau¬ 
rant’s  curbside  bin  on  the  700  block  of  Di¬ 
amond  Street  on  March  18  at  10:30  p.m. 
She  also  observed  the  suspect  dip  into  a 
nearby  residential  recycling  bin. 

When  Officer  Mullins  told  him  to  re¬ 
turn  the  glass  bottle  and  plastic  container 
to  the  bin,  the  suspect  threw  the  bottle  at 
her,  striking  her  in  the  stomach,  and  then 
ran  to  Elizabeth  Street  to  a  waiting  blue 
Chevrolet  van,  license  plate  5K35376. 
Officer  Mullins  followed  in  her  vehicle 
while  notifying  police  on  her  cell  phone. 
She  saw  the  van  run  numerous  stop  signs 
and  red  lights  until  marked  police  cars 
stopped  it  at  Bartlett  and  23rd  streets. 

The  16-year-old  was  booked  at  S.F.’s 
Youth  Guidance  Center  on  charges  of 
theft  and  battery.  The  22-year-old  driver 
was  booked  on  theft  and  reckless  driving. 
The  van,  which  local  residents  had  re¬ 
ported  in  other  thefts,  was  towed  follow¬ 
ing  the  arrest.  The  vehicle  was  missing  a 
front  license  plate,  and  its  rear  plate  had 
been  turned  up  to  hide  its  identity. 

Police  have  also  had  reports  of  another 
blue  Chevrolet  van,  plate  5C43641,  in¬ 
volved  in  recycling  theft.  If  you  see  this 
or  other  blue  bin  bandits,  notify  police  at 
553-0123  and  provide  descriptions  and 
direction  of  travel  before  you  even  think 
about  approaching  a  suspect.  Afterwards, 
give  me  a  call  at  the  station  so  that  I  can 
track  their  activity. 

A  Timely  Donation 

Speaking  of  calling  me  at  the  station,  I 
have  some  good  news  regarding  getting 
a  message  to  me:  On  behalf  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Walgreens,  manager  Melissa  May 
has  donated  a  telephone  answering  ma¬ 
chine  to  your  beat  cops  at  Mission  Station. 

Now,  leaving  a  message  for  me  or  Of¬ 
ficer  Lorraine  Lombardo  has  become  in¬ 
finitely  easier.  Just  call  558-5404  and  you 
will  hear  my  voice  greeting,  then  leave  a 
message.  Remember,  we  both  work  10- 
hour  days,  and  the  city  limits  our  work 
week  to  40  hours,  so  we  may  not  get  back 
to  you  until  three  days  after  your  call. 

Use  this  number  to  provide  or  request 
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information  and  to  make  a  report,  if  you 
can  wait.  As  always,  life-threatening  sit¬ 
uations  and  crimes  in  progress  demand  a 
9 1 1  call .  Mission  Station  is  open  24  hours 
a  day  for  counter  reports.  Teleserve  (on¬ 
line  reporting)  is  available  after  4  p.m.  by 
calling  nonemergency  dispatch  at  553- 
0123  and  requesting  Teleserve.  Other¬ 
wise,  you  may  also  ask  that  an  officer  be 
sent  to  your  location. 

Byron  Goes  the  Extra  Mile 

Firstly,  I  have  permission  to  use  the 
name  and  life  account  that  follows. 

Byron  Miles,  a  42-year-old  ex-junkie, 
jumped  out  of  his  shining  black  sports  car 
to  greet  me  on  24th  Street  recently.  His 
eyes  were  bright  when  he  said,  “Thank 
you  for  arresting  me.” 

Miles  told  me  he  had  been  working  as 
a  manager  at  the  Salvation  Army  Thrift 
Store  in  Redwood  City  since  July  1996. 
Miles  looked  healthy  and  sounded  happy. 
He  has  put  on  weight  since  I  last  saw  him 
about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  when  I  ar¬ 
rested  him  for  drug  possession. 

Some  of  you  may  remember  Miles.  He 
was  tall,  gaunt,  and  would  approach  you 
carrying  an  old  plastic  spray  bottle  and 
dirty  rag  to  clean  your  car  windows  when 
you  parked  at  Bell  Market. 

After  I  arrested  him,  Miles  was  held  in 
county  jail  for  five  months  before  his  case 
was  “dispo’d”  and  he  agreed  to  enter  a 
live-in  drug  treatment  program  at  the  Sal¬ 
vation  Army.  Miles  says  that  after  he 
joined  the  program,  he  worked  as  a  car¬ 
penter  for  five  months,  then  was  made  as¬ 
sistant  manager.  He  transferred  to  the  re¬ 
tail  side  and  the  thrift  store,  where  he  be¬ 
came  assistant  manager  within  one  month 
and  then  manager  of  10  employees. 

Miles  credits  God  with  his  continuing 
recovery.  He  said  his  new  philosophy  was 
PHD:  Praise  Him  Daily.  When  I  asked 
about  the  difficulties  he’d  experienced, 
Miles  said,  “I  don’t  think  there  was  a  hard 
part.  Once  I  realized  that  God  was  miss¬ 
ing  in  my  life,  my  real  recovery  began, 
my  spiritual  recovery.”  His  message  to 
addicts  is:  “Surrender  yourself  to  God. 
The  rest  will  follow.” 

Miles  now  lives  in  Vallejo  with  his  part¬ 
ner  Linda,  and  practices  what  he  preaches 
by  working  daily  with  the  New  Hope 
Ministry.  In  fact,  he  invited  me  to  speak 
at  a  future  Monday  night  meeting.  At  first 
I  had  my  reservations.  Then  I  figured  I’d 
do  okay — I’m  a  recovering  Catholic. 

“One  more  thing,”  Miles  said  before 
leaving,  “tell  your  readers  to  visit  my 
store.  It’s  on  Veterans  Boulevard  in  Red¬ 
wood  City.”  So  now  that  I’ve  told  you, 
will  you  go  the  extra  mile? 

Until  next  time,  be  safe  and  I’ll  see  you 
on  patrol.  □ 

Community  Police  Officer  Lois  Perillo , 
along  with  partner  Lorraine  Lombardo, 
covers  a  beat  bounded  by  Grand  View, 

21  st,  Valencia,  and  Cesar  Chavez  streets. 

To  contact  her  about  a  neighborhood 
problem,  call  558-5404.  Or  visit  or  write 
Mission  Police  Station  at  630  Valencia  St. 
(near  17th),  San  Francisco,  CA  94110. 


Dirty  Carpets? 

WHAT  IS  THE  BEST  WAY  TO  CLEAN  YOUR 
carpet?  Are  you  confused  among 
steam,  chem-dry,  dry  powder,  shampoo, 
and  the  other  cleaning  methods?  How 
often  should  upholstery  be  cleaned? 
And  what  about  Oriental  rugs? 

"Each  type  of  fabric  and  fiber  has 
unique  characteristics,"  says  Alex 
Milgram,  owner  and  operator  of  A&G 
Rug,  Upholstery  and  Drapery  Clean¬ 
ing.  "We  employ  several  types  of  clean¬ 
ing  techniques  and  can  usually  give 
clients  an  estimate  over  the  telephone. 

"And  after  25  years  in  business,  we 
have  the  experience  to  tell  you  the 
chances  of  removing  that  nasty  stain 
before  we  start,"  he  adds. 

A&G  specializes  in  cleaning  and 
repair  of  all  types  of  area  rugs,  includ¬ 
ing  antiques,  and  can  reweave  or  re¬ 
fringe  your  favorite  pieces.  Free  pick-up 
and  delivery  are  always  included. 

If  that  carpet  becomes  uncleanable, 
A&G  can  help  you  obtain  new  carpet 
at  the  lowest  available  cost.  "We  order 
direct  from  the  mills,  and  don't  have  a 
store  overhead  to  pay,  so  we  can  pass 
on  the  savings  to  our  clients,"  says 
Milgram. 

In  draperies  and  upholstered  pieces, 
the  fabric  is  always  pretested  before 
cleaning.  "Unless  we  are  certain  of 
good  results,  we  will  not  take  on  any 
job.  A  100%  money-back  guarantee 
always  accompanies  our  work.  If 
you're  not  happy,  you  don't  pay." 

A&G  uses  only  safe  and  biodegrad¬ 
able  chemicals  and  offers  free  estimates, 
pick-up  and  delivery,  and  Saturday 
appointments. 

Alex  Milgram 

A&G  Company 
1-800-RUGS-911 
255-0687 
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Editor  Not  As  Shy 
As  She  Used  to  Be 

By  Sally  Smith 

Even  though  I  was  in  on  the  inaugural 
Voice  — and  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Gang  of  Two  since  1978  —  I  was  a  shy 
contributor  to  the  May  'll  issue.  But 
you’d  never  know  it  from  my  first  story. 

1  had  moved  to  San  Francisco  less  than 
a  year  before,  and  was  sort  of  like  Mary 
Ann  Singleton  in  Tales  of  the  City — ex¬ 
cited  and  naive  and  easily  intimidated  by 
the  coolness  of  San  Francisco.  I  was  sure 
I’d  never  get  a  real  journalism  job  here. 
I’d  just  work  temp  and  see  what  happened. 

I  was  living  on  Fair  Oaks  Street  with 
Lindy  Brown,  an  old  friend  from  high 
school  in  Virginia.  Lindy  and  I  would 
walk  down  to  BART  or  to  Mission  Street 
to  catch  a  bus  to  our  various  temp  jobs 
downtown.  We  almost  never  ventured  up 
to  Dolores.  I  remember  the  first  time  I  saw 
Noe  Valley,  after  hiking  up  the  hill.  “This 
is  Noe  Valley?”  I  said  to  Lindy.  “It  can’t 
be  NotValley.  We  just  went  up  a  moun¬ 
tain!”  Then  I  saw  Twin  Peaks  and  our 
quaint  little  yellow  brick  road.  “Wow, 
24th  Street  is  so  cu-u-ute,  like  a  Main 
Street  in  a  small  town.” 

If  Lindy  hadn’t  had  a  boyfriend  named 
Bill  Hill  (“Willie”  to  us),  I  never  would 
have  met  Corrie  Anders.  Corrie  was 
Willie’s  best  friend,  and  he  and  Willie 
hung  out  at  Finnegan’s  Wake,  where  the 
Rat  and  Raven  is  now. 

Not  long  after  we  were  introduced, 
Corrie  told  me  that  a  bunch  of  his  cronies 
at  the  bar  had  come  up  with  the  idea  of 
publishing  a  neighborhood  newspaper. 
Since  he  knew  I’d  dabbled  in  journalism 
in  graduate  school  in  Arizona,  he  talked 
me  into  coming  to  a  Voice  organizational 
meeting  at  his  house  on  22nd  Street.  At 
the  meeting,  I  nodded  politely  and  agreed 
to  take  on  an  assignment:  a  feature  on  the 
San  Francisco  Women’s  Health  Center, 
the  feminist  health  service  on  24th  Street. 

When  I  went  for  the  interview,  I  was 
invited  to  witness  and  then  administer  my 
own  gynecological  exam.  About  six  of  us 
watched  as  a  woman  from  the  collective 
pulled  off  her  jeans  and  sat  down  on  the 
rug  to  perform  the  demonstration.  (“You 
just  put  the  speculum  in  like  this,  then 
open  it  up  and  use  the  mirror  to  see  your 


In  the  late  ’70s,  Voice  editor  and  co-publish¬ 
er  Sally  Smith  was  still  trying  to  hang  on  to 
her  real  name,  Sarah  M.  Smith,  since  it  was 
much  more  sophisticated  than  the  nickname 
she'd  grown  up  with  in  Virginia — wasn’t  it? 
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cervix.  See,  look  at  mine.”)  1  hardly  re¬ 
member  anything  from  the  rest  of  the  “in¬ 
terview,”  other  than  that  I  chickened  out 
and  left  without  doing  my  own  self-exam. 
“Maybe  I’ll  try  at  home,”  I  sputtered. 

Therefore  when  I  wrote  my  story,  I  was 
feeling  a  tad  anxious.  Not  only  did  I  have 
to  be  a  gonzo  journalist.  I  had  to  be  a  ban¬ 
ner-carrier  for  the  women’s  movement. 
Hence  the  strident  tone  and  racy  language 
of  my  piece.  (See  excerpt,  next  page.) 

Now  I  cringe  with  embarrassment 
every  time  I  read  it.  But  at  least  the  inci¬ 
dent  gave  me  an  appreciation  of  how 
tough  it  is  to  be  a  good  reporter  and  writer. 
I  kicked  myself  upstairs  to  editor  just  as 
fast  as  I  could.  □ 


By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

All  successful  newspapers  are  ceaselessly 
querulous  and  bellicose.  — H.  L.  Mencken 

No  one  knew  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  would 
last  this  long.  Not  that  longevity  was  on 
our  minds  as  a  small  group  of  us  lounged 
around  a  neighborhood  bar  20  years  ago. 
Our  focus  on  that  lazy  Sunday  afternoon 
in  April  1977  was  to  gauge  whether  we 
had  the  will  to  create  a  community  news¬ 
paper  to  fill  the  journalistic  and  literary 
void  in  what  was  becoming  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  most  progressive  neighborhood. 

Great  ideas  conceived  in  saloon  eu¬ 
phoria  are  usually  stillborn  the  morning 
after.  Not  this  time.  Within  a  month,  the 
group  was  able  to  put  the  first  edition  on 
the  streets  —  an  eight-page  broadside 
typed  on  an  IBM  Selectric. 

From  that  fledgling  effort,  the  Voice  has 
matured  into  one  of  the  best  monthly 
community  newspapers  in  the  country.  In 
hindsight,  all  the  ingredients  for  success 
were  in  place.  The  birth  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice  paralleled  the  birth  of  the  new  Noe 
Valley — a  shift  from  an  aging  Irish-Ital- 
ian-German  working-class  neighborhood 
into  an  enclave  of  Baby  Boomers  arriv¬ 
ing  with  Cuisinarts  and  toddlers. 

My  daughter  Erica  was  bom  the  very 
month  the  core  group  of  Voice  staffers 
gathered  at  Finnegan’s  Wake  to  discuss 
starting  the  paper.  We  were  an  eclectic 
group:  a  waitress,  a  carpenter,  an  artist,  a 
musician,  a  used  car  salesman,  an  office 
receptionist.  Only  two  of  us  at  the  first 
meeting  had  journalism  backgrounds  — 
Deborah  Phelan,  a  former  stringer  for  the 
AP,  and  me,  a  writer  for  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Examiner  who  used  the  Voice  nom 
de  plume  Corey  Michaels.  Current  co- 
publisher  Sally  Smith,  who’d  edited  the 
Tombstone  Epitaph  — -  wasn’t  corralled 
into  the  group  until  a  few  days  later. 

“I  don’t  remember  what  I  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  do — write  or  take  pictures,”  said 
Hans  Wangel,  a  Dane  who  worked  in  the 
neighborhood  as  a  carpenter.  “I  do  re¬ 
member  that  the  first  article  I  submitted 
was  a  disaster — and  the  only  one.” 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  had  a  mobile 
newsroom.  Sometimes  it  was  Finnegan’s 
Wake,  with  blue-penciled  copy  spread  on 
table  tops  alongside  pints  of  brew  and 
butt-filled  glass  ashtrays.  Sometimes  it 
was  my  Victorian  house  on  22nd  Street, 
where  my  wife  Carla  would  join  in  the 


Current  co-publisher  Jack  Tipple  missed 
out  on  the  inaugural  year  of  the  Voice,  but 
after  he  joined  the  staff  in  1978,  he  won 
everyone’s  hearts  by  regularly  tidying  up 
the  office  in  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  (and 
running  our  grueling  weekend  production). 


editing  process.  Occasionally,  it  was  at 
Debbie’s  flat  on  Diamond,  where  her  mon¬ 
strously  wonderful  sheep  dog  destroyed 
copy  as  fast  as  we  could  produce  it. 

Collective  decision-making  caused  a 
few  rumblings  among  staff.  Can  we  — 
should  we — use  the  words  “Down  There” 
and  “beaver”  in  a  story  about  women’s 
self-examination?  (We  did.) 

Novice  writers  who  considered  them¬ 
selves  on  a  par  with  Tom  Wolfe  ordered 
editors  not  to  touch  a  single  word  of  their 
offering.  One  writer  withdrew  his  article 
—  at  the  11th  hour  —  because  the  story 
was  scheduled  to  run  inside  the  newspa¬ 
per  instead  of  on  page  1 . 

We  had  lots  of  laughs  and  late-night 
marathons.  But  eventually  most  of  the 
“collective”  turned  to  other  pursuits.  To¬ 
day,  only  Sally  Smith  remains  with  the 
Voice  from  the  group  whose  names  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  original  editorial  staffbox. 

I  moved  to  Oakland.  Claudia  Hyslop  is 
now  a  psychotherapist  in  San  Francisco. 
Deborah  Phelan  retreated  to  the  quietude 
of  Stinson  Beach  to  write.  Bill  Hill  lives 
in  Seattle,  where  he  is  an  account  execu¬ 
tive  for  a  major  book  publisher.  Hans 
Wangel  returned  to  his  native  Denmark  in 


Voice  co-founder  and  Examiner  reporter 
Corrie  Anders  was  a  man-about-town  in 
Noe  Valley  in  1977,  but  he  used  the  name 
Corey  Michaels  in  the  paper’s  first  issue. 

1987.  David  Snyder  was  killed  in  a  traf¬ 
fic  accident  in  June  1982,  when  his  mo¬ 
torcycle  flipped  over  at  Army  Street  and 
Highway  101.  And  Finnegan’s  Wake  died 
in  a  rent  skirmish  in  August  1984;  it  was 
resurrected  five  years  later  in  Cole  Valley. 

Over  the  past  20  years,  the  Voice  has 
been  a  newspaper  that’s  more  balanced 
than  bellicose,  more  explanatory  than 
provocatively  querulous.  But  it  has  been 
ceaselessly  successful.  I’m  proud  to  be 
associated  with  its  founding. 

And,  Sally,  promise  you’ll  never  take 
me  off  the  mailing  list.  □ 


Writer  Commits  to 
Second  12  Years 

By  Denise  Minor 

The  first  time  I  saw  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice  was  in  a  bar  on  24th  Street  12  years 
ago.  I’d  gone  there  to  celebrate  an  ac¬ 
quaintance’s  birthday.  Two  months  ear¬ 
lier  I’d  arrived  from  living  in  Spain,  and 
was  trying  to  make  a  life  for  myself  in 
what  I  considered  the  most  beautiful  and 
sophisticated  city  in  the  country. 

Finding  myself  without  a  conversation 
partner,  I  bought  a  beer  and  slipped  be¬ 
hind  a  table  in  the  comer  next  to  a  small 
stack  of  newspapers. 

“Must  be  an  advertising  rag,”  I  thought, 
then  glanced  at  the  lead  sentences  on  the 
first  page.  I  was  amazed  —  they  were 
good.  I  went  back  and  read  the  stories  and 
closed  the  Voice  with  great  satisfaction. 
Here  was  further  proof  that  I  had  chosen 
the  best  city  in  the  country  to  put  down 
roots.  Where  else  could  a  newspaper  that 
served  only  one  neighborhood  be  so 
damn  good? 

I  called  the  next  day  and  told  editor 
Sally  Smith  that  I  wanted  to  work  as  a 
freelancer.  I  had  had  two  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  working  as  a  reporter  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  before  moving  to  Spain. 

She  gave  me  my  first  assignment — to 
accompany  a  group  from  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  to  then-Senator  Pete  Wilson’s 
office  to  express  the  Ministry’s  outrage  at 
the  politics  the  U.S.  was  playing  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America. 

Little  did  I  know  that  for  the  next  12 
years,  the  Voice  would  be  my  main  writ¬ 
ing  outlet.  I’ve  written  for  numerous  pub¬ 
lications,  but  they  fell  by  the  wayside  dur¬ 
ing  my  years  in  graduate  school,  followed 
by  the  last  four  years  of  raising  my  sons. 

I’ve  stuck  with  the  Voice  for  a  number 
of  reasons.  I  feel  that  I  belong  to  a  com¬ 
munity  of  writers,  photographers,  and 
newspeople  who  are  creative  but  not  too 
competitive.  And  Sally  and  co-publisher 
Jack  Tipple  set  a  great  tone  by  treating  our 
work  with  respect.  They  also  create  ideal 
circumstances  for  us  to  get  to  know  one 
another.  They  hold  monthly  story  meet¬ 
ings,  with  coffee  and  bagels;  they  pick  up 
the  tab  for  summer  parties  (with  a  band 
even!);  and  they  throw  Christmas  dinners 
at  excellent  neighborhood  restaurants. 

On  top  of  it  all,  they  dole  out  some  very 
interesting  assignments,  because  inter¬ 
esting  things  happen  in  Noe  Valley.  I  in¬ 
terviewed  politician  Roberta  Achtenberg 
and  writers  Ruthanne  Lum  McCunn  and 
Patricia  Holt.  1  interviewed  former  mayor 
Art  Agnos  (he  sat  so  close  our  knees 
touched!).  I’ve  written  about  witches, 
swamis,  electromagnetic  fields,  the  sale 
of  Comerford  Alley,  Hispanic  merchants 
on  24th  Street,  Nancy  Reagan’s  as¬ 
trologer,  the  handicapped  ramps  along  the 
J-line,  and  the  abundance  of  coffee  shops 
in  the  neighborhood.  I’ve  covered  mur¬ 
ders  and  robberies,  and  some  tense  dis¬ 
putes  between  neighbors  over  zoning  is¬ 
sues.  I  even  got  to  write  about  a  man  who 
accidentally  cut  off  his  hand,  then  had  it 
reattached  by  a  specialist  at  S.F.  General. 

But  most  importantly,  when  I  pick  up 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  I  still  have  that  same 
feeling  I  had  in  the  bar  on  24th  Street  12 
years  ago — damn,  this  is  a  good  paper! 

Ten  years  ago,  when  Sally  gave  me  the 
assignment  of  writing  about  the  Voice’s 
10th  anniversary,  I  thought.  My  God, 
these  people  have  been  doing  this  so  long. 
Don’t  they  ever  feel  like  moving  on? 

Well,  here  it  is  10  years  after  that,  and 
I’m  still  with  the  Voice.  Now  I  understand. 


Denise  Minor’s  first  assignment  on  the 
Voice  in  the  mid-’80s  was  to  tail  a  group  of 
Noe  Valley  protesters  to  Pete  Wilson’s 
senatorial  office  downtown. 


F ounder  Recalls  Birth  of  the  Voice 
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The  Voice  Staff,  Past  and  Present:  Here  are  some  of  the  survivors  of  20  years  of  publishing  the  Noe  Valley  Voice.  Sitting  at  bottom 
right,  there  s  illustrator  Karol  Barske  and  Voice  editor-in-chief  Sally  Smith  (in  black  jumper),  with  Misha  Yagudin  and  their  boxer  Boychik.  Then 
comes  Denise  Minor  with  baby  Max  and  son  Nathan;  Rayne  Reynolds  Wolfe  with  lapdog  Daisy,  and  writer  Terry  Norton  The  second  row 
starts  with  ad  man  Steve  Steinberg,  sitting  in  front  of  wife  Paula,  who’s  next  to  Roger  “Mazook"  Rubin  Right  of  Roger  is  co-publisher  Jack 
Tipple  leaning  on  wife  Helen  Colgan  and  son  Daniel.  Then  come  Voice  friends  Gino  and  Joanie  Ginsberg,  and  writers  Kathy  Dalle-Molle  and 
I'aT  C"hrlstie’  plus  Dale  Fate  with  daughter  Caitlin.  Row  3  (r.  to  I.)  starts  with  Caitlin’s  mom,  Anita  Newman  Fate,  next  to  photographer  Tom 
Wachs  with  son  Benjamin;  and  writers  Hugh  Palmerston  (in  beret),  Loren  Bialik,  and  Ruhama  Veltfort.  Behind  Ruhama  is  Web  whiz  Elliot 
Poger,  photog  Leo  Holub,  and  Voice  founder  Corrie  Anders,  with  daughter  Akiva — our  first  “More  Mouth" — and  wife  Carla  The  back  row 
starts  (/.  to  r.)  with  photo  editor  Charlie  Kennard,  then  writers  Tim  Kelley,  Bill  Yard,  and  Rick  Garner,  with  wife/designer  Suzanne  Scott  and 
their  boys,  Tyler  and  Zahnen.  Next  there's  columnist  Florence  Holub,  writer  Pat  Rose,  photogs  Beverly  Tharp  and  Pamela  Gerard  editor 
Jane  Underwood;  writer  Jeff  Kaliss,  with  baby  Natalie  and  wife  Louise  Whitlock;  and  Maire  “Mo'  Mouths"  Farrington.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


Our  Back  Pages 

For  those  who’d  like  to  view  the  first  Voice, 
there’s  a  yellowing  copy  of  the  May  1 977 
issue  in  a  file  drawer  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library. 
(Handle  with  care,  it’s  crumbling.)  Mean¬ 
while,  take  a  look  at  these  excerpts.  Some  of 
the  stories  are  slightly  dated,  but  it’s  amazing 
how  many  would  still  be  printable  today. 

From  a  front-page  story  by  Corey  Michaels 
titled  “City  Curbs  Business  on  24th  Street” 
William  Murphy,  a  one-time  toughnose  San 
Francisco  cop  who  turned  in  his  badge  for  a 
doctorate,  was  cruising  the  second  floor  of 
City  Hall  waiting  for  the  chance  to  use  his 
courtroom  histrionics  against  those  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  anti-business  upstarts.  Murphy  was  bom 
and  grew  up  in  Noe  Valley.  He  hadn’t  lived  in 
Noe  Valley  for  23  years,  but  he  still  owned  the 
property  that’s  leased  to  the  Finnegan’s  Wake 
watering  hole,  and  he  wasn’t  going  to  let  any 
change  in  the  zoning  laws  hurt  his  money¬ 
maker  without  a  helluva  good  fight. 

There  were  a  hundred  or  so  other  people 
waiting  to  testify  on  a  proposal  before  the 
Planning  Commission  that  would  control  the 
growth  of  new  business  on  24th  Street.  All 
they  could  do  was  mill  around,  discussing  the 
proposal,  because  the  Planning  Commission 
was  running  later  than  the  J-Church.  The  more 
Murphy  waited,  the  more  he  found  himself  be¬ 
ing  swayed  by  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
proposal.  By  the  time  the  public  hearing  got 
under  way  2*/2  hours  late,  Murphy  was  firmly 
in  the  “enemies”  camp.  “I  was  talking  to  my 
childhood  chums,  who  are  still  living  in  Noe 
Valley,”  Murphy  said.  “They  want  Noe  Valley 
to  remain  stable.  They  don’t  want  the  noise 
and  pollution  and  the  traffic  jams.” 


From  a  story  called  “Shop  Shopping  on 
24th  Street,”  by  Claudia  G.  Hyslop 

Despite  growing  concern  within  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  that  the  area  may  be  changing  from  a  quiet 
neighborhood  into  a  more  commercially 
based  locale,  new  businesses  are  steadily 
sprouting  up  on  24th  Street.  In  the  past  six 
months,  five  new  stores  and  two  new  restau¬ 
rants  have  made  their  homes  on  24th  Street.... 

...Ron  Roguski,  part-owner  of  the  Jersey 
Antique  Store  and  a  Potrero  Hill  resident,  said 
he  and  his  partners  chose  Noe  Valley  for  their 
location  because  “we  heard  the  area  was 
slowly  changing  ffom  a  hippie-type  neigh¬ 
borhood  to  a  neighborhood  with  money.” 

...The  Noe  Valley  Bar  and  Grill,  3945  24th 
St.,  serves  salads,  sandwiches,  and  a  few  hot 
entrees  for  lunch,  full-course  dinners,  and 
eggs  benedict,  ham  and  eggs,  and  omelettes 
for  brunch.  The  food  is  not  exceptional 
enough  to  justify  the  extravagant  prices  ($2.50 
for  hamburgers,  $6.95  for  scampi),  and  the  at¬ 
mosphere  smacks  of  Union  Street. 

From  a  feature  on  the  San  Francisco 
Women’s  Health  Center  by  Sarah  M.  Smith 

Many  women  go  through  life  without  ever 
getting  to  know  that  part  of  their  bodies  eu¬ 
phemistically  referred  to  as  “Down  There” — 
their  genitalia.  Ironically,  a  woman’s  doctor, 
husband,  or  lover  often  has  more  knowledge 
and  control  of  her  sexual  anatomy  than  she 
does.  The  social  taboos  against  self-examina¬ 
tion  have  been  so  strong  that  women  have  re¬ 
lied  on  the  diagrams  on  the  Tampax  instructions 
or  a  hasty  peek  at  the  “beaver”  shots  in  a  porno 
magazine  for  knowledge  of  their  bodies.... 

It  has  only  been  in  recent  years  that  women 
have  begun  to  learn  what  is  normally  healthy 
for  them.  One  of  the  pioneers  in  the  movement 
to  restore  women’s  bodies  to  themselves...is 


the  San  Francisco  Women’s  Health  Center,  lo¬ 
cated  at  3789  24th  St. 

From  a  similar  feature,  by  Bill  Hill,  on  the 
Child  Abuse  Council  at  1304 A  Castro  St. 

A  Noe  Valley-based  social  organization  es¬ 
tablished  in  1973  to  coordinate  the  prevention, 
identification,  and  treatment  of  child  abuse  is 
in  danger  of  losing  its  funding. 

Kathy  Baxter,  executive  director  of  the 
council,  said,  “We  recently  lost  a  possible 
grant  to  a  program  aiding  battered  women. 
What  a  lot  of  people  don’t  seem  to  understand 
is  that  there  is  overlapping  in  the  family  ser¬ 
vices  programs.  Where  there  are  battered 
women,  there  are  quite  often  abused  children.” 

She  strongly  hinted  at  another  problem. 
Programs  go  in  and  out  of  fashion.  Child  abuse 
yesterday,  battered  women  today. 

From  “An  Afternoon  at  the  Acme”  by 
Claudia  G.  Hyslop 

A  serene  ambience  prevails  on  the  double¬ 
deck  patio  behind  the  Acme  Metal  Spinning 
Works  Cafe  on  24th  Street.... 

Two  pretty  young  women  and  a  very  freaky- 
looking  man  (he  looks  freaky  because  no  one 
—  well,  hardly  anyone  —  has  beautiful  long 
hair  like  that  anymore)  are  discussing  their  as¬ 
trological  charts  over  a  carafe  of  white  wine. 
He  s  a  Scorpio.  The  woman  with  the  frizzy 
auburn  hair,  a  Virgo,  isn’t  too  impressed;  in 
fact,  she  s  a  bit  leery.  But  the  other  woman, 
dark  eyes  beaming,  is  elevated.  “My  moon  sign 
is  Scorpio.  No  wonder  we  get  along  so  well.” 

From  an  unsigned  piece  titled  “Noe’s  Gift 
from  the  Gods” 

Long  before  the  city  of  San  Francisco  was 
founded,  according  to  reliable  Indian  sources, 
what  is  now  Noe  Valley  was  created  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  gods  with  a  modicum  of  relief  from 
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a  quarrelsome  couple.  The  couple  lived  on  the 
area’s  highest  mountain  peak,  overlooking  the 
city,  and  had  the  nasty  habit  of  constantly 
bickering.  When  the  gods  xould  stand  no 
more,  they  split  the  peak  with  horrible  light¬ 
ning  and  thunder.  They  banished  the  man  into 
the  freshly-made  Eureka  Valley,  and  the 
woman  to  Noe  Valley. 

It  was  on  June  29  in  the  year  that  America 
declared  her  independence  from  England  that 
Francisco  Palou  Jose  Moraga  raised  the  Span¬ 
ish  flag  over  the  Mission  Dolores.  With  him 
were  193  Spanish  colonists,  including  the 
family  of  Jose  de  Jesus  Noe. 


l^oe’s  Nest 


The  Essence  of  San  Francisco 
at  its  Very  Best 

A  HOME  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

Quiet  Elegance:  Hot  Tub;  Steam  Room; 

Views;  Decks;  TV  &  VCR. 
Comfort  &  Complimentary  Breakfast. 
Children  &  Parents  Warmly  Welcome. 
Noe's  Nest — Truly  a  San  Francisco 
Experience. 

Call  415-821-0751 
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Four  Folksy 
Businesses 
Among  24th’s 
Longtime 
Survivors 

By  Tim  Kelley 
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Jamil  Abdallha  and  daughter  Suzy  are  part  of  the  second  and  third  generations  of  shop¬ 
keepers  at  Shufat  Market,  a  family  fixture  at  24th  and  Church.  Photos  by  Beverly  Tharp 


The  city  directory  of  San  Francisco  for 
1977,  year  one  in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice 
calendar,  listed  115  businesses  on  24th 
Street  between  Church  and  Douglass.  To¬ 
day,  only  19  of  them  survive  in  their  orig¬ 
inal  locations.  Many  of  the  survivors  have 
changed  hands  at  least  once.  Some  of  those 
missing  in  action  were  out  of  business  be¬ 
fore  Jimmy  Carter  left  the  White  House. 

Among  the  survivors,  only  a  few  are 
small,  neighborhood-oriented  retail  oper¬ 
ations,  a  category  which  may  soon  qual¬ 
ify  as  an  endangered  species. 

Shufat  Market,  at  3807  24th  near 
Church,  is  even  more  of  a  rarity  —  it’s 
owned  and  run  by  a  family  that  lives  in 
the  neighborhood.  Jamil  Abdallha,  one  of 
four  brothers  who  are  second-generation 
owners,  immigrated  to  Noe  Valley  from 
the  village  of  Shufat,  30  miles  north  of 
Jerusalem,  in  1970.  His  father  had  begun 
the  business  two  years  earlier. 

Today,  says  Abdallha,  although  the 
neighborhood  has  certainly  changed,  he 
still  knows  most  of  his  customers  by 
name,  as  well  as  their  kids  and  their  part¬ 
ners.  Part  of  the  secret  of  Shufat’s  suc¬ 
cess,  he  claims,  is  that  the  store  is  double 
the  size  of  the  typical  comer  grocery.  By 
occupying  two  adjacent  storefront  spaces, 
he  explains,  the  market  is  large  enough  to 
stock  a  full  line  of  groceries  and  liquors, 
as  well  as  specialty  items,  such  as  fresh 
juices.  Shufat  also  offers  convenient 
hours — 7  a.m.  to  2  a.m. — plus  discounts 
and  delivery  for  seniors. 

Haystack  Pizza  Restaurant  at  3881 
24th  St.,  just  down  the  block  from  Shu¬ 
fat,  is  also  a  place  where  customers  have 
names.  Colleen  Bedrosian  and  partner 
George  Kouloulias  opened  the  restaurant 
in  1972  in  a  former  TV  repair  shop.  They 
remodeled  the  space,  and  then  hired 
someone  to  paint  a  distinctive  mural — a 
scene  mixing  Old  West  motifs  with  ele¬ 
ments  from  Kouloulias’  native  Greece. 

“At  that  time,”  says  Bedrosian,  who 
still  puts  in  60-hour  weeks  managing  the 
operation,  “there  was  no  Italian  food 
available  in  Noe  Valley.”  Today,  her  for¬ 
mer  teenage  customers  come  in  to  intro¬ 
duce  their  own  kids  to  her.  “They  were  al¬ 
ways  able  to  relax  and  make  noise  here,” 
she  says.  “They  remember  that.” 

Haystack  plans  a  25th  anniversary 
celebration,  with  free  cake  and  refresh¬ 
ments,  on  Aug.  28  of  this  year.  Bedrosian 
thinks  the  noise  level  that  day  may  set 
new  records. 

At  1 02  years  old,  Tliggey ’s  Hardware, 
next  door  to  Haystack  (and  a  little  closer 
to  Sanchez),  is  a  neighborhood  institu¬ 
tion.  In  the  past  20  years,  most  of  its  fel¬ 
low  small  hardware  stores  have  sold  their 
last  nut  or  bolt,  while  Tuggey’s  has  sur¬ 
vived.  In  fact,  according  to  owner  Denny 
Giovannoli,  the  business  is  constantly 
growing.  Nowadays,  in  an  admission  of 
its  own  limitations,  Home  Depot  actually 
refers  customers  to  him. 


Common  Scents  owners  (from  left)  Helen  Norris  and  Linda  Ramey  say  that  loyal  employees 
like  Margaret  Medeiros,  Clara  lllick,  and  Desiree  McAllister  are  the  real  reason  their  shop 
has  flourished  for  26  years. 


If  she  needs  a  mop  or  a  pail,  Haystack  owner  Colleen  Bedrosian  can  run  next  door  to 
Tuggey’s  Hardware,  and  owner  Denny  Giovannoli  (left)  or  manager  Andy  Gomez  will  supply 
the  goods.  Their  neighboring  businesses  are  among  the  most  neighborly  on  24th  Street. 


Of  course,  they’re  not  the  customers 
who  need  a  minivan  load  of  white  paint. 
They’re  the  ones  who  need  obscure  little 
items  with  names  that  disappeared  from 
catalogs  during  Prohibition.  That’s  okay 
— Tuggey’s  still  has  the  catalogs. 

Giovannoli  spent  all  his  childhood  Sat¬ 
urdays  in  the  store.  “I’ve  lived  in  Marin 
all  my  life,  but  I  know  more  people  here 
in  Noe  Valley,”  he  remarks. 

Giovannoli ’s  father.  Bob,  bought  the 
business  from  Eugene  Tuggey  Jr.,  shortly 
after  coming  home  from  World  War  II. 
Bob  Giovannoli  had  worked  in  the  store 
before  going  off  to  war.  Gene  Tuggey,  his 
boss,  was  also  one  of  a  two-generation 
management  team.  His  own  father  had 
bought  the  business  before  the  turn  of  the 
century  from  some  nameless  founder 
who  sold  the  place  after  only  one  year  in 
business  —  perhaps  because  he  could 
foresee  the  parking  problem. 

Bob  Giovannoli  died  two  years  ago,  af¬ 
ter  running  the  store  for  half  a  century. 
But  son  Denny  has  carried  on  the  family 
tradition.  “My  dad  felt  it  was  important 
to  treat  people  fairly.  The  money  didn’t 
come  first.  Making  sure  customers  got 
what  they  needed  and  were  taken  care  of 
came  first,”  he  said. 

Less  than  a  block  away.  Common 
Scents  has  been  purveying  soaps  and  oils 
and  other  bath  accessories  in  the  tiny 
space  at  3920  24th  St.  since  1971.  Part¬ 
ners  Helen  Norris  and  Linda  Ramey  start¬ 
ed  the  shop  with  a  $300  investment  each. 
Norris  jokes  that  the  two  women  have  re¬ 
mained  in  business  for  26  years  because 
“neither  of  us  knew  what  else  to  do!” 

They’ve  also  had  a  devoted  clientele 
and,  Norris  insists,  terrific  employees.  She 
credits  her  partner  with  choosing  the  kind 
of  employees  who  put  a  smile  on  every¬ 
one’s  face,  along  with  that  dab  of  lotion. 
Popular  manager  Margaret  Medeiros  has 
been  with  Common  Scents  for  1 1  years. 

But  Norris  and  Ramey  still  put  in  long 
work-weeks  at  the  store,  as  do  all  the 
other  owners.  They  all  see  the  time  as  nec¬ 
essary  for  continued  success. 

An  even  more  essential  ingredient,  one 
which  they  all  explicitly  recognize,  is 
maintaining  good  rapport  with  their  cus¬ 
tomers.  All  four  merchants  interact  with 
patrons  in  ways  that  date  from  a  time  be¬ 
fore  Customer  Relations  began  to  be 
spelled  with  capital  letters.  (During  the 
interview  for  this  story,  for  instance, 
Denny  Giovannoli  spent  20  minutes 
sketching  an  ancient  plumbing  part  for  a 
first-time  customer.) 

Although  all  of  the  surviving  mer¬ 
chants  are  in  broad  agreement  on  how 
their  businesses  have  gotten  to  this  point, 
they  begin  to  diverge  when  asked  what 
the  future  holds.  The  reason  is  not  hard  to 
identify — it’s  the  cost  of  rent. 

Bedrosian  at  Haystack  and  Giovannoli 
at  Tuggey’s  own  their  buildings,  and  are 
more  in  command  of  their  fate.  Norris  and 
Ramey  at  Common  Scents,  and  Abdallha 
at  Shufat  rent  their  locations. 

Norris  reports  that  the  original  rent  for 
their  small  space  in  1971  was  $90  per 
month.  Today  it’s  $1,500  for  the  same 
space.  Still,  she  is  happy  to  have  a  four- 
year  lease.  Beyond  then,  she’s  uncertain 
what  might  happen. 

Abdallha  shakes  his  head  over  the  rent 
situation.  “That’s  why  these  new  stores 
can’t  keep  up,”  he  says.  “They  last  one  or 
two  years.  Then  they  go  broke.”  Chain 
stores  drive  the  rents  up,  he  laments. 
“They  shouldn’t  be  here.  We  don’t  need 
them,  they  ruin  family-owned  businesses, 
and  that’s  bad  for  the  neighborhood.” 

In  contrast,  Giovannoli  sees  “more  of 
the  same”  for  Tuggey’s  second  century,  a 
cheerful  sentiment  shared  by  Bedrosian  at 
Haystack. 

As  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  enters  its  third 
decade,  we  at  the  newspaper  salute  the 
fortitude  of  these  longtime  merchants  and 
wish  them  all  the  best.  □ 
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A  Gathering  of  Generations:  Shufat’s  current  co-owner  Jamil  Abdallha  loaned  us  this  1974  portrait  of  the  men  in  his  family.  Pictured  (I.  to  r.)  are  brother  Kamal,  cousin  Hassan,  Jamil, 
father  Mohammad  (store  founder),  brother  Jamal,  and  brother  Kamel  Abdallha. 


Positively 
24th  Street 
20  Years  Ago 

Let's  say  you  got  off  the  J-Church 
streetcar  one  day  in  1977,  and 
wandered  up  24th  Street  looking  for 
Finnegan’s  Wake  so  you  could  join 
the  members  of  that  merry  band,  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice. 

But  let’s  say  you  were  ahead  of  the 
medical  curve  for  marijuana,  and  you 
walked  right  by  the  place  and  eventu¬ 
ally  found  yourself  at  Noe  Courts.  We 
can’t  explain  how  you  missed  the  bar 
(Finnegan’s  was  pretty  loud,  just  like  its 
offspring,  the  Rat  and  Raven),  but  we 
can  tell  you  the  stores  you  would  have 
passed  on  24th  Street  along  the  way. 

If  you  had  continued  past  Douglass 
to  where  Rin’s  restaurant  is  today,  you 
also  might  have  been  invited  to  enter 
the  Rajneesh  Meditation  Center.  There 
you  would  have  learned  how  to  dance 
ecstatically  while  wearing  orange 
clothes.  (If  so,  please  send  your  recol¬ 
lections  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  St„  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14.) 

Meanwhile,  here’s  our  Storetrek  ’77 — 
a  list  of  the  businesses  on  24th  Street 
recorded  in  the  1977  San  Francisco  City 
Directory.  Surely  it  will  jog  some  more 
memories.  Write  us  about  those,  too.  □ 


24th  St.  Business  Name 

From  Church  to  Sanchez 

3800  Highlander  Center  laundry 

3801  Eureka’s  Ice  Cream 

3807  Shufat  Market 

3812  Susie’s  Laundry 

3813  Josephine’s  Beauty  Shop 

3814  Philosopher’s  Stone  bookstore 

3817  The  Planters  garden  nursery 

3821  Victorian  Wine  &  Spirit  Shop 

3823  Bolanos  Real  Estate 

3836  Rabat  Imports 

3838  Valley  Cavern  Tavern 

3841  Small  Press  Traffic  bookstore 

3848  Mike’s  Upholstering 

3850  Hescot  Dental  Equipment 

3853  Noe  Valley  Fresh  Produce 

3856  Matsuya  restaurant 

3858  The  Coffee  Bin 

3859  Pete’s  Cleaners  &  Laundry 

3865  Shell  Service 

3868  Claire’s  Beauty  Salon 

3870  The  Other  Side  gift  shop 

3874  U.S.I.  International  electronics 

3881  Haystack  Restaurant 

3885  Tuggey’s  Hardware 

3893  The  Cheese  Co. 

3896  Single  Parent  Resource  Center 

3898  Linder’s  Restaurant 

3899  Gray  Dog  Inc.  custom  framing 

From  Sanchez  to  Noe 

3900  St.  Clair's  Liquors 

3901  The  Whirlomat  self-serve  laundry 

3909  Mr.  B’s  Boutique 

3910  Books  Plus 

3913  East  of  the  Sun  toy  shop 

3915  Noe  Valley  Glass 

3915A  Gombe’s  Designs 

3917  Acme  Metal  Spinning  Works  Cafe 

3919  Lion  Leather  retail  leather  goods 

3920  Common  Scents  bath  shop 


3922 

Bell  Market  Inc.  (office) 

4063 

Hopwell’s  Restaurant 

3927 

Cathexis  Handcrafts  Gallery 

4066 

Ed  Hogan  Plumbing 

3929 

Western  Onion  singing  telegrams 

4068 

Post  Office-Noe  Valley  Station 

3933 

Plant  Works 

4069 

Pyramid  Realty 

3939 

San  Francisco  Real  Food  Co. 

4071 

The  Needle’s  Eye  fabric  store 

3939 

Ver  Brugge  Meats  butcher  shop 

4072 

Twin  Peaks  Properties 

3945 

Noe  Valley  Bar  &  Grill 

4073 

Plate's  Bakery 

3950 

Bell  Market 

4077 

Selva  Realty 

3957 

Colorcrane  photo  supplies 

4079 

Coalition  for  the  Medical  Rights 

3961 

Jersey  Antiques 

of  Women 

3961 

Sun  Sue  Leather  Design 

4080 

Schneider's  Florists 

3977 

Wave-Rite  Beauty  Shoppe 

4082 

The  Mitre  Box  picture-framing 

3977A 

Floradora  florist 

4083 

Glen  Five  &  Ten 

3979 

Streetlight  Records 

4089 

Marty’s  Jewelry  &  Things 

3981 

Bootstrap  Computer  Store 

4098 

Bank  of  America 

3985A  Wooden  Heel  Shoe  Repair 

3989  Casey’s  Cleaners 

3991  Herb's  Fine  Foods 

From  Noe  to  Castro 

4000  L  &  F  Comer  Grocery 

4001  Twenty-fourth  Street  Components 

4005  Attic  Salt  vintage  lace 

4006  Mike’s  Barber  Shop 

4007  Quiche  &  Carry  bakery 

4008  The  Doll  House  Beauty  Salon 

4011  Caruso  Wine  &  Liquor  Store 

4012  Lila  Sandals  custom-made  shoes 

4015  Fat  Ron’s  Delicatessen 

4018  Everett’s  Window  Coverings 

4023  Star  Greeting  Cards 

4026  Jury  Room  tavern 

4026  1/2  Elisa's  Beauty  Salon 

4027  State  Farm  Insurance 

403 1  Kim  Lee  Cleaners  &  Laundry 

4037  Cork  &  Bottle  tavern 

4040  Gibraltar  Savings  &  Loan  Assn. 

4042  The  Liquidator  clothes  store 

4045  Reno’s  Meats 

4045  Surf  Super  Market 

4049  Meyer’s  Variety  Store 

4050  Ray  &  A1  Auto  Repair 

4054  Finnegan’s  Wake  cocktail  lounge 


From  Castro  to  Diamond 

(Bud’s  Ice  Cream  was  at  the  comer  of  24th, 
at  1300  Castro) 

4100  Graystone  Wines  &  Liquor  Cellai 

4104  Pay  less  Cleaners 

4106  Mylene’s  Hair  Salon 

4107  San  Francisco  Music  instruments 

4108  A  &  B  Veteran  Locksmith  Shop 

4109  Noble  Frankfurter  restaurant 

4111  Vanguard  Foundation  philanthrop 

4123  Meat  Market  Coffeehouse 

4137  !/2  House  of  Carlota  Beauty  Salon 

4147  Antiquua  Bibliopole 

4155  Shear  Delight  haircutter 

4156  June’s  Answering  Service 

4 1 62  Andreoli  Tax  Serv  ice 

4166  Serious  Sandwich  deli 

4175  Meyer  Lithograph  Co. 

4190  St.  Phillip’s  Market 

From  Diamond  to  Douglass 

4235  Cody  &  Company  tax  service 

4288  Gitana  Restaurant 

4290  Amina’s  Belly  Dance  Studio 

4297  Florence  Enterprises  arts  &  crafts 

4298  Lee’s  Tropicals  tropical  pets 

4299  V.l.P.  Grooming 
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Make  the  best  choice... 
Choose  Sue  Borsian 


(E&/*ybo*y 


Sue  Borsian 

4128  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415-550-1302  x202 


Free 

Community 
Health  Fair 


Events  Include: 


Jane  Peal 
Brings  Tasty 
Vegetarian 
Meals  to 
Your  Door 

By  Michele  Lynn 

In  the  novel  Like  Water  for  Chocolate, 
people’s  emotions  are  stirred  when  they 
eat  dishes  prepared  by  Tita,  the  main 
character.  When  Tita  cries  while  she  is 
cooking,  the  food  she  serves  causes  the 
diners  to  cry  while  eating. 

If  Jane  Peal  were  able  to  perform  this 
feat,  the  clients  feasting  on  her  food 
would  suddenly  feel  warm,  passionate, 
and  full  of  energy — just  like  she  does. 

“I  love  what  I  do,  I  love  every  aspect,” 
Peal  enthuses.  “I  even  love  doing  the  de¬ 
liveries!” 

Peal  is  the  one-woman  show  behind 
Jane  Peal  Cuisiniere  (the  French  word  for 
chef),  a  gourmet  meal  delivery  service 
she  started  about  five  years  ago.  For  $20 
a  meal,  she  will  prepare  and  deliver  a 
hearty  three-course  vegetarian  dinner  for 
two  to  your  door.  Deliveries  take  place  on 
Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays. 

Each  meal  is  made  from  “fresh,  natural 
ingredients,  organic  whenever  possible,” 
says  Peal,  and  consists  of  a  quart  of  en¬ 
tree,  a  pint  of  salad,  and  a  pint  of  side  dish. 

Although  she  cooks  in  the  Richmond, 
Peal  is  a  25th  Street  resident  who  has 
lived  in  Noe  Valley  since  1985.  But  she 
first  honed  her  culinary  skills  in  exotic 
kitchens  around  the  globe. 

“In  my  early  20s,  1  fell  into  cooking 
jobs  while  I  was  in  college,”  says  Peal,  4 1 . 
“I  had  a  passion  for  cooking,  but  I  didn’t 
think  it  would  be  my  profession  until  I 
started  traveling.” 

She  journeyed  throughout  Europe  and 
the  Mediterranean  from  1982  to  1986,  cook¬ 
ing  her  way  through  most  of  the  countries 
and  learning  the  various  cuisines.  Her  ad¬ 
ventures  included  running  a  Viennese  cafe 
for  nine  months,  working  as  a  personal 
chef  in  the  French  Alps,  and  cooking  while 
cruising  the  Nile  on  a  faluka,  a  flat-bot¬ 
tomed  boat  once  used  by  the  Pharaohs. 

After  graduating  in  1987  from  Tante 
Marie’s  Cooking  School  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  where  she  received  classic  French 
chef’s  training.  Peal  apprenticed  at 
Greens  Restaurant  at  Fort  Mason. 

She  also  attended  a  Zen  yoga  retreat 


with  Greens’  founding  chef,  Ed  Brown. 
“I  wouldn’t  be  on  this  path  if  he  hadn’t  in¬ 
troduced  me  to  the  concept  of  vegetarian 
cooking  as  an  aesthetic  endeavor,  not 
something  sparse  and  ascetic,”  says  Peal. 
“In  vegetarian  cooking,  there  is  a  world 
of  endless  possibilities,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  pig,  a  chicken,  and  a  cow.  It’s  not 
just  brown  rice  and  tofu.” 

She  adds,  “I’m  a  chef  who  chooses  not 
to  use  animals  for  personal  and  philo¬ 
sophical  reasons.  It  was  my  personal  de¬ 
cision  to  have  the  way  I  earn  my  money 
reflect  my  principles.  But  I’m  not  a  food 
Nazi,  I’m  not  dogmatic.”  Only  a  few  of 
her  clients  are  strict  vegetarians,  she  notes. 

Peal’s  cooking  is  also  influenced  by 
Philipe  La  Mancusa,  who  was  her  men¬ 
tor  when  she  worked  at  the  now  defunct 
Acme  Cafe  on  24th  Street.  “He  instilled 
in  me  a  lust  for  cooking  and  a  passion  for 
the  quality  of  food.” 

After  completing  her  chef’s  training. 
Peal  worked  as  a  wine  and  food  buyer  at 
Real  Food  Company  on  24th  Street. 
Meanwhile,  she  started  cooking  privately 
for  clients  referred  by  Tante  Marie’s. 
Then  she  enrolled  in  classes  at  Women’s 
Initiative  for  Self  Employment  (WISE), 
an  organization  that  provides  entrepre¬ 
neurial  training  for  low-income  women. 

“It  was  so  helpful  for  me  to  learn  how 
to  make  a  business  out  of  my  craft,  and  to 
see  myself  as  having  a  business,”  she  says. 

In  1992,  Peal  “took  the  big  plunge”  and 
launched  her  own  business  full-time. 
Now  she  cooks  for  80  clients  a  month, 
with  Noe  Valley  residents  comprising  a 
quarter  to  a  third  of  her  business. 

“I  have  lots  of  working  people  and  new 
mothers,”  she  says.  “And  a  lot  of  single 
people  order  from  me.  [They  realize]  left¬ 
overs  can  stay  in  the  refrigerator  and  are 
great  for  lunch  or  the  next  night’s  dinner.” 

Even  with  that  many  clients,  she  still 
does  all  the  labor  herself.  “This  business 
is  just  me.  I  conceive  the  menu,  hand-ad¬ 
dress  all  the  menus  I  send  out  every 
month,  and  do  the  shopping,  the  cooking, 
and  the  delivering.” 

She  also  sprinkles  some  food  for 
thought  on  her  flyers,  like  this  quote  from 
writer  Andre  Codrescu:  “Tomatoes, 
squashes,  and  cauliflower  intrigue  me 
immensely  with  their  lewd  proposals.” 

After  Peal  purchases  her  produce  at 
markets  such  as  Real  Food  and  Rainbow 
Grocery,  she  heads  to  the  restaurant 
kitchen  she  rents  in  the  Richmond  Dis¬ 
trict,  where  she  generally  spends  about 
six  hours  preparing  each  day’s  meals.  She 
says  she  makes  a  point  of  never  repeating 

Continued  on  Next  Page 


#  Demonstrations  and  Information  Booths 
#  Foot  Screening 
#  Cholesterol  and  Glucose  Tests 
#  Educational  Workshops 

#  Nutritional  Evaluation 

#  Blood  Pressure  Checks 
$  And  MUCH,  MUCH  more! 

1 0am  to  3PM  #  Saturday,  May  3 1 
Free  Parking  #  Giveaways 
Fair  will  be  held  on  B- Level 

^Davies  Medical  Center 

CASTRO  &  DUBOCE.  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94 1 1 4  (415)  565-6000 
htlp://www  daviesmed  org 

For  More  Information  Call  (415)  565-6362 


CLAIRE  C.  PILCHER 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

■  Neighborhood  Negotiations  ■  Permits  and  Appeals 

■  Land  Use  ■  Variances 

■  Development  ■  Conditional  Uses  & 

■  City  Planning  General  Practice  of  Law 

in  Noe  Valley  (415)  821-1186 


THE  TAX 

Managers 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Members:  National 
Association  of  Enrolled 
Agents 


•  Individual 

•  Partnerships 

•  Corporations 


•  Small  Business  Consulting 

•  Tax  Planning 

•  Fiduciary 


Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  SF  821-3200 

(corner  of  24th  near  Church  St.)  Notary  Public  Service 
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Therapy  Groups 
for  Women  Only 


•  Outgrow  your  childhood  wounds — 
understand  how  your  past  experiences 
affect  your  present. 

•  Learn  how  to  successfully  communi¬ 
cate  and  be  connected  to  others. 

•  Grow  in  a  rich  &  supportive  setting — 
an  affordable  setting  to  do  therapy. 

CROUPS  AVAILABLE 

Lesbian  Only  Groups 
Mixed  Women’s  Groups 
Individual  &  Couple  Appointments 
Also  Available 


Noe  Valley  Location 


Chez  Touchatt,  lcsw,  mfcc 
(415)  821-6039 

NOW  ACCEPTING  NEW  MEMBERS 
Lie  MFC01 6090  LCS  1 3829 


a  very  strict  diet,”  Addison  continues. 
“Jane’s  meals  made  it  not  only  pleasant, 
but  something  to  look  forward  to.  Her 
Southwestern  foods  have  inspired  me 
tremendously,  and  also  the  North  African 
foods — especially  the  spices!” 

For  Peal,  it  would  be  deeply  gratifying 
to  hear  such  words.  “It’s  exciting  to  be  an 
intimate  part  of  people’s  lives.  People  call 
me.  sometimes  while  they’re  still  chew¬ 
ing,  to  tell  me  how  much  they  love  the 
food.  I  feel  like  I  put  more  than  just  the 
ingredients  in  the  food.  I’m  nurturing 
people  as  well.”  □ 

To  receive  Peal's  monthly  brochure  or  to 
place  an  order,  call  Jane  Peal  Cuisiniere 
at  826-2133. 


Law  Offices  of 
Thellen  Levy 

Family  Law 
and 

Family  Mediation 

4031  23rd  Street 
(415)  282-9640 


LESSER'S 

SINCE  1936 

Let  the  Sun  Shine  with 


VELUX 


Roof  Windows  and  Skylights 

Free  Parking 

898  South  Van  Ness 

415  282-0202 


Jane  Peal  concocts  many  of  her  recipes  at  home  on  25th  Street,  but  she  prepares  her  “eclectic,  homey  soul  food”  at  a  special  kitchen  in  the  Richmond  District.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


Chef  Jane  Peal 
Delivers  Gourmet 
Meals  with  a  Dash 

Continued  from  Previous  Page 

the  same  meal  twice. 

“I  may  use  similar  combinations  of 
food,  but  I  don’t  follow  recipes,”  Peal 
says,  noting  that  this  subtle  variety  is  one 
thing  that  sets  her  apart  from  restaurants. 
“I’m  always  trying  to  keep  it  exciting.” 

Atypical  month’s  fare  includes  several 
European  and  Mediterranean  dishes  and 
at  least  one  meal  reflecting  the  cuisine  of 
Asia,  India,  and  the  American  Southwest. 
All  dishes  are  egg-  and  dairy-free,  as  well 
as  low  in  fat,  salt,  and  cholesterol. 

The  April  menu  featured  such  entrees 
as  Israeli  vegetable  stew  with  chickpeas 
and  zhug  spices;  mole  de  olla,  with  cin¬ 
namon,  cloves,  and  smoked  chilies;  and 
vegetables  siciliano,  made  with  green 
olives,  red  wine,  and  sun-dried  tomatoes. 

Salads  ranged  from  Louisiana  lima 
bean  with  Cajun  mustard,  to  Polynesian 
noodles  with  snow  peas  and  caramelized 
ginger  sauce.  Her  side  dishes  had  such  ti¬ 
tles  as  Sassy  Red  Rice,  Roasted  Pepper 
Pilaf,  and  Toasted  Cashew  Basmati. 

Peal  asks  her  clients  to  phone  in  their 
orders  by  noon  the  day  before  delivery. 
For  an  additional  fee,  she  will  provide 
wine  or  bread  to  accompany  the  meal. 
She  also  offers  a  selection  of  desserts 
from  Tom  Peasant  Pies  on  24th  Street. 

When  pressed  for  a  description  of  her 
style  of  cuisine,  Peal  pauses  and  smiles. 
“It’s  hard  to  describe.  Some  people  call  it 
eclectic,  homey  soul  food.  Others  say  peas¬ 
ant  food.  Some  say  soulful  and  earthy.  I 
think  it’s  full-flavored  and  complex.” 

But  client  Joanne  Addison  is  happy  to 
gush:  “Her  food  is  just  wonderful.  She 
has  a  tremendous  palate  of  colors.  And 
there’s  always  some  sort  of  surprise.  She 
might  slice  up  oranges  and  carrots  in  the 
same  way,  but  one  tastes  piquant,  the 
other  one  sweet.  When  my  husband  had 
a  heart  bypass  a  year  ago,  he  was  put  on 


Good  Vibrations 

A  clean,  well-lighted  place  to  buy 
vibrators,  massage  oils,  books  about 
sexuality  and  other  fun  things.  Rent  or 
buy  from  our  carefully  chosen 
selection  of  erotic  videos. 

1 21 0  Valencia  St.,  at  23rd 
Open  every  day  1 1  a.m.  -  7  p.m.. 
974-8980 
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Carol  Bee 
550-1302  ext.  21 9 


B.J.  Droubi 
550-1302  ext.  232 


Sue  Borsian 
550-1302  ext.  202 


Peter  Brannigan 
55 0- 1302  ext.  205 


Ha 1  Freedman 
550-1302  ext.  236 


Myrel  Click 
550-1302  ext.  222 


Regine  Edwards 
550-1302  ext.  216 


Patricia  Carapiet 
550-1302  ext.  212 


Ann  Cordova 
550-1302  ext.  220 


Beth  Kershaw 
550-1302  ext.  215 


Eileen  Long 
550-1302  ext.  234 


Jamie  Howell 
550-1302  ext.  221 


Barbara  Cullion 
550-1302  ext.  211 


Ainslee  Tillbrook 
550-1302  ext.  218 


Donna  Sullivan 
550-1302  ext.  201 


Susan  Ring 
550-1302  ext.  223 


-i  128  Twenty-Fourth  Street  Fban&sco,  CA  94114  415-550-1300 

http://wuw.bjdroubi.com 


Mother’s  Day  on  Fair  Oaks  Street.  Wanda  Schimmels  ( center )  came  down  from 
Spokane,  Wash.,  to  help  daughter  Tamara  Thorne  with  the  new  baby  (born  three  days  after 
this  photo  was  taken).  Big  sister  Taylor  Ann,  who  is  3 1/2,  thinks  it’s  so  nice  to  have  another 
mom  around  the  house.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


vour  neighborhood  natural  food  store  for  25  years 


Huge  blowout  sale 


20%  OFF  ALL  VITAMINS,  BODYCARE  8c  BOOKS 


As  a  special  treat  for  Mother’s  Day,  an  additional  20%  off  all  Zia  Cosmetics! 


COME  IN  AND  STOCK  UP! 

May  9, 1 0  &  11 

Shop  early! 

Pre-orders  and  holds  are  encouraged 


r  $3fiQ  off 

I  A  PURCHASE  OF  $25.00 
|  OR  MORE 

I  Redeemable  only  at: 

|  3939  24th  Street 

|  Open  daily  9  am-8  pm 

I 

I  Not  valid  on  Mav  9.  10  and  11 

One  per  customer  with  this  ad 
Expires  5/31/97 

I _ 


n 


j 


REAL  FOOD  COMPANY  #2  ♦  3939  24TH  STREET  ♦  (415)  282-9500 
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Vicksburg  Street  resident  Amara  Richardson  is  the  Girl  Scout  on  the  far  left  in  a  Milk  Advisory  Board  billboard  displayed  across  the  country  last  month. 


Her  Cookie  Sales  Soar 

Local  Brownie 
Featured  in 
‘Got  Milk?’ 
Campaign 

By  Denise  Minor 

Six-year-old  Amara  Richardson’s  got 
milk. 

And  as  shown  on  billboards  displayed 
nationwide,  the  Noe  Valley  Brownie  has 
also  got  Thin  Mints,  Tagalongs,  Samoas, 
and  three  other  flavors  of  those  irresistible 
Girl  Scout  Cookies. 

Amara  and  two  other  Bay  Area  scouts 
were  chosen  last  fall  for  a  joint  advertis¬ 
ing  venture  by  the  Bay  Area  Girl  Scout 
Council  and  the  California  Milk  Advisory 
Board’s  famous  “Got  Milk?”  campaign. 

The  billboards,  featuring  the  three 
fresh-faced  kids  juggling  boxes  of  Girl 
Scout  Cookies,  were  displayed  in  San 
Francisco  between  January  and  March. 
(At  last  count,  there  was  one  billboard 
still  up  on  Ocean  Avenue  past  City  Col¬ 
lege,  above  the  Grand  Auto  parking  lot.) 
Then  the  Girl  Scout  Council  and  the  Milk 
Advisory  Board  decided  to  go  nationwide 
with  the  billboards  last  month. 

“We’ve  been  getting  calls  from  rela¬ 
tives  in  Minnesota  and  Arizona  saying 
they’ve  seen  the  billboards  with  Amara 
on  them,”  said  her  proud  father,  Phil 
Richardson.  “But  she  doesn’t  think  much 
of  it  anymore.” 

Amara  is  a  member  of  Troop  739, 
which  includes  girls  from  Miraloma,  Noe 
Valley,  and  Glen  Park.  In  October  of  last 
year,  all  the  troops  in  the  Bay  Area  were 
invited  to  send  girls  for  an  interview  and 
photo  session  to  choose  models  for  the 
milk  and  cookie  advertisements. 

Phil  asked  Amara  if  she  was  interested 
and  she  said  she  was.  But  when  they  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  studio,  she  started  crying  be¬ 
cause  she  didn’t  see  any  other  Brownies 
from  her  troop. 

“I  guess  she  didn’t  understand  what  it 
was  all  about.  So  we  sat  down  and  talked 
about  it,  and  I  asked  her  if  she  just  wanted 
to  look  in  the  studio  and  see  what  they 
were  doing.” 

Amara  consented,  and  decided  that  the 
photo  shoot  looked  like  fun  after  all.  “She 
went  from  crying  to  all  smiles,”  said  her 
mom,  Anne  Vaaler. 

The  next  day  the  family  got  a  call  ask¬ 
ing  Amara  to  go  down  for  another  picture. 


Amara  Richardson  has  lots  of  hobbies  besides  selling  Girl  Scout  Cookies.  One  of  her  fav¬ 
orite  things  is  helping  dad  Phil  make  fishing  flies  to  take  on  vacation.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


Soon  after  the  session,  they  received 
word  that  Amara,  along  with  a  scout  from 
Danville  and  another  girl  from  Hayward, 
had  been  chosen  for  the  billboard. 

“She  enjoyed  it.  They  did  her  hair, 
ironed  her  uniform,  and  got  pizza  for  all 
the  girls,”  said  Richardson.  The  photog¬ 
rapher  for  Hunter  Freeman  Studios  took 
individual  photos  of  the  girls,  then  made 
a  composite  shot  for  the  ad. 

Coincidentally,  the  photo  shoot  was  on 
Oct.  3 1 .  Amara  had  to  choose  between  a 
Halloween  costume  parade  at  school  and 
the  “Got  Milk?”  campaign.  She  went  for 
the  latter. 

As  for  the  little  model’s  opinion  of  be¬ 
ing  on  the  billboards,  Amara  said  she 
“liked  it  a  lot.”  She  is  also  enamored  of 
Brownies,  because  they  do  “fun  stuff,” 
with  the  top  categories  being  camping 
and  selling  and  eating  Girl  Scout  Cookies. 

Vaaler  thinks  Amara  was  a  good  choice 
for  the  advertisement,  and  not  just  be¬ 
cause  she’s  cute.  She’s  a  good  example  of 
what  being  a  Brownie  can  do  for  a  girl, 
her  mom  said,  like  helping  her  overcome 
a  touch  of  shyness. 

“Her  teachers  said  she  was  very  quiet 
last  year,”  said  Vaaler.  “Now  she ’s  always 
talking  about  Brownies  and  has  become 
sort  of  a  big  sister  in  her  class  to  the 
younger  kids.  She  translates  for  them  all 
the  time  into  English.” 

Amara  is  a  first-grader  in  a  combined 
kindergarten-first-grade  class  in  the  Chi¬ 
nese  immersion  program  at  West  Portal 
Elementary  School.  She  is  learning  her 
Chinese  characters,  and  is  fast  becoming 
bilingual  herself.  About  75  percent  of  the 
class  is  taught  in  Cantonese,  Vaaler  said. 

Vaaler  used  to  teach  music  at  West  Por¬ 


tal,  but  is  now  choir  director  at  George 
Washington  High  School. 

Amara  gets  plenty  of  musical  influence 
from  her  dad,  too.  A  French  horn  player, 
Phil  Richardson  is  principal  horn  for  the 
Monterey  County  and  Napa  County  sym¬ 
phony  orchestras.  He  also  subs  for  the 
San  Jose  Symphony.  In  addition,  he  is 
personnel  manager  for  the  Monterey 
County  Symphony,  and  plays  with  other 
groups  throughout  Northern  California. 

“I  put  about  25,000  miles  a  year  on  my 
car  driving  around  to  all  these  jobs,”  said 
Richardson. 

To  give  a  glimpse  of  the  musicians’ 
“other  lives,”  the  Monterey  Symphony’s 
program  guide  often  carries  photos  and 
blurbs  about  outside  events  the  members 
are  involved  in.  This  spring  the  symphony 
ran  a  photo  of  the  “Got  Milk?”  ad  featur¬ 
ing  Amara. 

The  Richardson-Vaaler  family  has 
lived  in  Noe  Valley  for  1 2  years,  in  a  small 


Queen  Anne  Victorian  on  Vicksburg 
Street.  Amara  and  her  little  brother, 
Aaron,  5,  like  to  venture  down  to  24th 
Street  for  strawberry  banana  smoothies  at 
Tom  &  Dave’s  Juice  It.  On  days  when 
Dad  is  willing,  they  also  enjoy  shopping 
for  stickers  at  the  stationery  and  toy  stores 
like  Just  for  Fun.  “We  all  get  our  hair  cut 
at  Hot  Headz!”  the  kids  report. 

Other  popular  pursuits  are  swimming 
lessons,  fishing  in  the  Truckee  River  near 
Lake  Tahoe,  and  playing  with  or  caring 
for  their  two  cats,  two  bunnies,  tropical 
fish,  and  a  blue-bellied  lizard  named  Liz. 

This  spring  Amara  undertook  another 
after-school  activity — selling  Girl  Scout 
Cookies.  Being  a  star  of  the  “Got  Milk?” 
campaign  might  have  helped  her  sales  a 
bit,  because  she  ended  up  selling  more 
than  400  boxes. 

“I’m  the  cookie  mom  for  the  troop,” 
said  Vaaler.  “We  did  pretty  well.  The  13 
girls  sold  2,400  boxes  of  cookies.” 

As  for  the  milk  and  cookies  girl,  her 
favorite  flavor  is  Samoa.  “They’re  really 
good,”  she  said.  “They’ve  got  chocolate, 
caramel,  and  coconut.” 

Sorry,  but  Amara  sold  out  of  the  cook¬ 
ies  in  April,  immediately  after  her  inter¬ 
view  with  the  Voice.  □ 

Martial  Arts  for  Kids 

Empty  Hands  School  of  Martial  Arts 

provides  a  safe  and  supportive  en¬ 
vironment  where  kids  ages  6  -14  can 
learn  focus,  confidence  &  self  defense. 

Sensei  Dave  Marshall  offers  personal 
attention  in  group  classes  Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays,  and  Thursdays  4-5  pm. 

Come  in,  observe  classes  and  receive 
two  free  group  classes  for  your  child. 

G 

Empty  Hands  School  of  Martial  Arts 
1500  Castro  at  25th  Street  SF 
415  824-6063 


Photography 
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Portraits 

Weddings 

Events 


Angelika  Rappe 

285-3771 
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Chanticleer  Sings  for  Botto 


On  Saturday,  May  17,  at  8  p.m.,  the  in¬ 
ternationally  acclaimed  male  vocal  en¬ 
semble  Chanticleer  will  present  a  free 
memorial  concert  in  honor  of  its  founder 
and  artistic  director,  Louis  Botto,  who 
passed  away  Feb.  25  at  the  age  of  45. 

The  concert  will  take  place  at  Mission 
Dolores  Basilica,  16th  and  Dolores  streets, 
where  the  ensemble’s  first  public  perfor¬ 
mance  was  held  nearly  20  years  ago. 

Chanticleer  and  guest  artists  will  per¬ 
form  some  of  Botto ’s  favorite  pieces, 
many  of  which  he  specifically  requested 
for  this  concert,  including  Franz  Biebl’s 
Ave  Maria,  the  Magnificat  by  Andrea 
Gabrieli,  Agnus  Dei  by  Antoine  Brumel, 
the  spiritual  medley  Where  the  Sun  Will 
Never  Go  Down,  and  /  Have  Had  Singing 
by  Steven  Sametz. 

Noe  Valley  cellist  Emil  Miland  will 
join  members  of  Chanticleer  for  Some¬ 
times  l  Feel  Like  a  Motherless  Child, 
arranged  by  music  director  Joseph  Jen¬ 
nings.  Pianist  Robin  Sutherland  will  also 
perform  Brahms’  Rhapsody  in  B  Minor. 


Botto  started  Chanticleer  in  1978  with 
a  group  of  friends  who  loved  to  sing  Re¬ 
naissance  music.  Today  the  group,  which 
records  under  the  Teldec  Classics  label, 
performs  over  100  concerts  a  year  across 
the  United  States,  and  in  Europe  and  Asia. 

For  information  call  Chanticleer  at 
896-5866. 

Children’s  Art  Auction 


Kids  Love  Books 


The  Noe  Valley  Nursery  School  will 
hold  a  reception  and  silent  auction  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  art  on  Friday,  May  16,  from  7:30 
to  10  p.m.  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  (The  party  was  origi¬ 
nally  scheduled  for  April  18.) 

More  than  30  original  art  works  will  be 
for  sale,  in  a  variety  of  abstract  and 
“naive”  styles.  Fora  preview  of  the  paint¬ 
ings,  all  of  which  are  framed,  stop  by  the 
Ministry’s  Gallery  Sanchez  in  the  two 
weeks  leading  up  to  the  auction. 

The  reception  will  feature  an  8:30  per¬ 
formance  by  singer/guitarist  Jenifer  Mc- 
Kitrick,  formerly  of  the  Swingin’  Doors 
and  currently  of  Orange  Sunshine.  Re¬ 
freshments,  including  champagne  (adults 
only),  will  be  served. 

All  proceeds  will  benefit  the  preschool, 
which  has  been  operating  as  a  parent  co¬ 
op  for  25  years.  For  more  information, 
call  the  school  at  647-2278  on  weekdays, 
9  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 


Thousands  of  kids  in  San  Francisco 
need  more  books  to  read.  So  if  you  have 
any  used  or  new  children’s  books  col¬ 
lecting  dust  on  your  shelves,  drop  them 
off  this  month  at  any  elementary  school 
in  the  city.  Book  recycling  bins,  donated 
by  Sunset  Scavenger,  will  be  inside  all 
school  entrances. 

The  book  drive  is  part  of  a  literacy 
campaign  sponsored  by  the  San  Francis¬ 
co  PTA,  Friends  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library,  and  the  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District. 

Donated  books  will  be  used  to  create 
classroom  libraries  and  will  also  be  giv¬ 
en  to  children  for  summer  reading. 

Call  Carol  Kocivar  at  861-0538  for 
more  information. 


Please  Feed  the  Mailman 


Mark  Saturday,  May  10,  on  your  cal¬ 
endar  if  you  want  to  help  stamp  out 
hunger.  That’s  the  day  you  can  leave  food 
by  your  mailbox  to  be  picked  up  by  your 
mail  carrier  and  delivered  to  Bay  Area 
food  banks. 

You  can  contribute  canned  or  packaged 
goods  such  as  tuna,  beans,  rice,  pasta, 
peanut  butter,  cereal,  canned  soups,  and 
canned  fruits  and  vegetables.  Just  re¬ 


Michelle  Bourgault,  MD 

Obstetrician/Gynecologist 


•  Board  Certified 

•  Gynecology 

•  Menopausal  Services 

•  Infertility 

•  Laparoscopic  Surgery 

•  Medical  education  from  the 
University  of  California, 

San  Francisco,  Medical  School 


Dr.  Bourgault  lives  in  Noe  Valley  and  understands  the  health  needs 
and  concerns  of  the  women  who  live  here. 

Dr.  Bourgault  is  available  to  see  patients  in  her  office  at  1580  Valencia, 
Suite  508  and  also  has  an  office  in  Dr.  John  Pierce’s  office  at  3700  24th  Street 
(at  Dolores). 

Most  Private  Insurance  Accepted 
Medi-Cal  and  Medicare  Welcome 

If  you  would  like  to  make  an  appointment 
or  would  like  more  information,  please  call 
Dr.  Bourgault  at: 

Noe  Valley  Office  (415)  285-4490 
Valencia  Office  (415)  285-0448 


A  Part  of  St.  Luke’s  Health  Care  Center  and  Affiliated  with  St.  Luke’s  Hospital. 


member  not  to  include  glass  containers  or 
perishables. 

The  food  drive  is  organized  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Letter  Carriers  in 
conjunction  with  the  U.S.  Postal  Service, 
the  AFL-CIO,  and  the  United  Way. 

Last  year  letter  carriers  collected  near¬ 
ly  a  million  pounds  of  food  for  375,000 
people  in  need,  including  children,  fami¬ 
lies  in  crisis,  low-income  seniors,  people 
living  with  AIDS,  the  homeless,  and  the 
working  poor. 

Bay  Area  food  banks  distribute  food 
year-round.  To  donate  to  one  directly,  call 
1  -800-870-FOOD. 

Win  a  Cruise  to  Baja 


The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  —  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  and  nondenominational 
community  center  at  1021  Sanchez  St. — 
recently  got  a  new  roof  on  their  building. 
But  the  center,  which  is  used  by  more  than 
40  community  groups,  still  has  bills  pour¬ 
ing  in  for  $65,000  spent  on  painting, 
plumbing,  carpentry,  and  other  repairs. 

In  addition  to  asking  for  donations,  the 
Ministry  is  holding  a  fundraiser  “lottery” 
this  month,  with  prizes  ranging  from 
dozens  of  store  gift  certificates,  to  a  four- 
day  cruise  for  two  to  Baja,  Mexico,  do¬ 
nated  by  Cruise  Holidays. 

Among  the  neighborhood  shops  chip¬ 
ping  in  prizes  are  Little  Bean  Sprouts, 
J&S  Barbershop,  Natural  Resources,  the 
Wooden  Heel,  Echo  Interiors,  Panetti’s, 
Accent  on  Flowers,  Ritz  Camera,  Purely 
Physical,  Dan’s  Auto  Repair,  and  the  bed 
and  breakfast  Noe’s  Nest.  Panos’  and 
Firefly  restaurants  also  have  donated  gift 
certificates  for  dinners  valued  up  to  $100. 

Tickets  —  at  $2  each,  three  for  $5,  or 
10  for  $16 — are  being  sold  through  May 
30,  the  day  of  the  drawing.  A  Ministry 
team  will  be  hawking  tickets  on  24th 
Street  every  Saturday,  and  several  mer¬ 
chants  are  selling  them  during  the  week. 
Entrants  need  not  be  present  to  win. 

For  details  about  the  raffle  or  donation 
options,  call  fundraising  coordinator 
Dawn  Summers  at  282-8526. 

To  mail  in  a  contribution,  make  your 
check  payable  to  the  NVM  Community 
Building  Fund,  and  send  it  to  NVMCBF, 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA941 14. 


NOE  VALLEY 
ELECTROLOGY 


S WJSStV 

Private  Garden  Setting 
Women  &  Men: 

•  Free  Confidential  Consultation 

•  Careful  Screening  ' 

•  Newest  Equipment 

•  Latest  Sterilization  Teclmiques 

•  Doctor  Referral 

_____  Conveniently  _____ 
VISA^  Located 


Off  24th  Street 
Hours  by  Appointment 

282-7099 

Improve  Confidence 
and  Self-Esteem  — 
Come  to  the  Garden  . . . 
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Hearing  on  Food  Handout 


A  hearing  has  been  set  to  reconsider 
whether  Holiness  Temple  in  Christ  needs 
a  special  permit  to  continue  weekly  food 
distribution  at  its  storefront  church  at 
28th  and  Church  streets. 

The  hearing  before  the  Board  of  Per¬ 
mit  Appeals  will  take  place  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  May  14,  at  6  p.m.,  in  Room  428  of 
the  Veterans  Building,  401  Van  Ness  Ave. 

Since  late  December,  Holiness  Temple 
has  held  a  food  giveaway  program  on  Sat¬ 
urdays  from  noon  to  2  p.m.  During  that 
time,  church  members  and  volunteers  dis¬ 
tribute  groceries  to  anyone  in  need.  They 
also  deliver  food  to  homebound  persons. 
The  supplies,  which  are  obtained  from  the 
San  Francisco  Food  Bank,  are  stored  on 
the  church  premises. 

On  March  12  the  Planning  Department 
ruled  that  the  food  handout  was  a  “per¬ 
mitted  accessory  use”  of  the  church,  and 
that  no  special  permit  was  required.  But 
at  least  one  neighbor  on  Valley  Street  has 
appealed  the  decision,  prompting  the 
May  14  hearing. 

All  interested  persons  are  invited  to  at¬ 
tend  the  hearing,  or  send  comments  (orig¬ 
inal  plus  nine  copies)  to  the  Board  of  Per¬ 
mit  Appeals,  875  Stevenson  St.,  Room 
440,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103.  Refer  to 
case  #97-042.  The  case  file  can  be  in¬ 
spected  at  the  Stevenson  Street  office  be¬ 
tween  9  a.m.  and  4  p.m.  □ 

Happy  75th  Birthday,  CMC 

The  Community  Music  Center  (CMC) 
at  544  Capp  St.,  between  20th  and  21st 
streets  in  the  Mission,  celebrates  its  75th 
anniversary  this  year  with  a  series  of  free 
concerts  and  special  events. 

Highlighting  the  series  will  be  an  open 
house  on  Sunday,  May  18,  from  1  to  6 
p.m.,  with  special  guests  Mayor  Willie 
Brown  and  former  New  York  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Opera  star  Lucine  Amara.  The  party 
will  feature  a  marathon  concert  of  jazz, 
opera,  Latin,  Chinese,  and  classical  mu¬ 
sic,  plus  a  birthday  cake  and  full  lineup 
of  children’s  activities. 

Other  events  include  a  world  music 
seminar  and  performance  of  Chinese  mu¬ 
sic  on  Wednesday,  May  7,  from  6:30  to  8 
p.m.;  a  cello  recital  on  Friday,  May  9,  at 
8  p.m.;  performers  from  Chinatown’s  mu¬ 
sic  clubs  on  Sunday,  May  1 1 ,  at  4  p.m.;  a 
chamber  music  concert  on  Sunday,  May 
1 1 ,  at  8  p.m.,  and  CMC’s  annual  year-end 
concert,  featuring  chamber  music,  jazz, 
and  students’  original  compositions,  on 
Saturday,  May  3 1 ,  at  11  a.m. 

Most  events  take  place  in  the  CMC 
recital  hall  on  Capp  Street.  For  further  de¬ 
tails  call  647-6015. 


Dentists  Pick  a  Noe  Valley  Grin:  Laura  Philpot  was  happy  to  flash  her  winning  smile 
after  being  chosen  one  of  three  runners-up  from  more  than  1 ,000  entries  in  a  “Smile  of  the 
Century”  photo  contest  sponsored  by  the  University  of  the  Pacific  School  of  Dentistry.  At 
an  awards  ceremony  April  16,  Dr.  Arthur  Dugoni  presented  the  12-year-old  Sanchez  Street 
resident  with  a  check  for  $  100,  plus  a  year  of  free  teeth  cleanings.  Laura’s  chief  competition 
was  7-year-old  Omaka  Johnson  of  Oakland,  whose  smile  won  a  grand  prize  of  $  1 ,000. 


It’s  Cinco  de  Carnaval  Time 


Teen  Theatre  Auditions 


May  ushers  in  San  Francisco’s  annual 
Mission  District  celebrations  of  Cinco  de 
Mayo  and  Camaval.  The  fun  begins  on 
Sunday,  May  4,  at  10  a.m.  with  the  Cin¬ 
co  de  Mayo  parade. 

The  parade,  this  year  titled  “Oaxaca,” 
will  feature  more  than  50  floats,  dance 
groups,  and  performers  (from  traditional 
Ballet  Folklorico  to  gallant  mariachis). 
The  procession  starts  at  24th  and  Bryant, 
moves  up  24th  to  Mission,  then  down 
Mission  to  Eighth  Street,  and  from  there 
goes  to  Market  and  Civic  Center  Plaza, 
site  of  the  Cinco  de  Mayo  Festival. 

The  festival  runs  from  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
and  offers  live  entertainment,  food,  edu¬ 
cational  displays,  and  Latin  American 
arts  and  crafts. 

A  hundred  thousand  people  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  turn  out  for  the  event,  which 
originated  in  honor  of  the  victory  of  the 
Indian  people  of  Mexico  over  the  French 
troops  of  Napoleon  on  May  5,  1862. 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  May  24  and 
25,  the  18th  annual  Camaval  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  will  heat  up  the  Mission  again,  with 
another  free  outdoor  festival,  on  Harrison 
between  16th  and  22nd  streets,  from  11 
a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

On  Sunday,  beginning  at  10  a.m.  at 
24th  and  Bryant,  the  Grand  Camaval  Pa¬ 
rade  will  proceed  up  24th  to  Mission, 
down  Mission  to  14th  Street,  then  over  to 
Harrison,  ending  near  the  festival  site. 

Led  by  the  lavish  floats  of  the  Camaval 
king,  queen,  and  grand  marshal,  the  pa¬ 
rade  features  extravagantly  adorned 
dancers  and  musicians,  school  children  in 
vibrant  costumes,  floats,  giant  puppets, 
and  music  from  around  the  world. 


Are  you  a  teenager  between  the  ages  of 
13  and  18  who  can  sing,  dance,  or  act?  If 
so,  the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  invites  you  to  attend  tryouts . 
for  a  place  in  its  Teen  Summer  Musical 
Theatre  Workshop. 

The  workshop  includes  singing,  jazz, 
tap  dancing,  and  acting,  and  will  be  held 
July  1  to  Aug.  17,  Tuesday  through  Sat¬ 
urday,  from  1  to  5  p.m.  The  fee  for  the 
workshop  is  $140,  with  partial  and  full 
scholarships  available. 

In  addition  to  taking  classes,  partici¬ 
pants  will  put  on  two  musical  produc¬ 
tions:  Blood  Brothers,  music  and  lyrics  by 
Willy  Russell,  to  be  presented  at  San 
Francisco  State  University  on  Aug.  7-10, 
and  More  orLoessor,  a  musical  revue  that 
will  run  Aug.  14-17  at  the  Randall  Mu¬ 
seum  Theater,  199  Museum  Way. 

Auditions  will  be  held  at  the  Harvey 
Milk  Center,  50  Scott  St.,  on  May  21  and 
23  from  4  to  7  p.m.,  and  on  May  24  from 
1  to  5  p.m. 

Teens  who  are  interested  in  technical 
aspects  of  theater  (lights,  sets,  stage  man¬ 
aging,  costume  design,  etc.)  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  sign  up  on  audition  days.  (There 
is  no  fee  for  technical  participation.) 

The  Young  People’s  Teen  Musical 
Theatre  Company  is  beginning  its  13th 
year.  More  than  700  teens  have  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  program  since  its  inception. 
For  audition  details,  call  Diane  Price, 
company  director,  at  554-9523. 
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Make  Art  from  S.C.R.A.P. 

■’sw 

You  can  learn  to  make  art  from 
reusable  and  recycled  materials  by  taking 
the  free  workshops  for  adults  offered 
year-round  at  S.C.R.A.P.  —  the  Scroun¬ 
gers  Center  for  Reusable  Art  Parts,  locat¬ 
ed  at  Pier  80,  Shed  A,  at  the  end  of  Cesar 
Chavez  Street.  Some  workshops  show 
you  how  to  make  things,  ranging  from 
musical  instruments  and  African  wire 
toys  to  mobiles  and  pop-up  books.  Oth¬ 
ers  teach  you  how  to  fix  up  or  repair 
things,  like  old  lamps  and  bookshelves. 

This  month  you  can  sign  up  for  any  one 
of  three  Saturday  classes:  Building,  Re¬ 
pairing,  and  Installing  Shelves,  May  3, 
from  10  a.m.  to  noon;  Mudpainting,  Sat¬ 
urday,  May  10,  from  1  to  4  p.m.;  or  a  par¬ 
ent/child  art  project  on  Saturday,  May  24, 
from  1  to  4  p.m. 

To  reserve  a  space,  call  647-1746. 

In  addition  to  offering  workshops, 
S.C.R.A.P.  collects  unwanted  materials 
from  businesses  and  individuals,  and  dis¬ 
tributes  them  to  art  and  educational 
groups.  These  organizations  then  trans¬ 
form  them  into  sculpture,  paintings, 
greeting  cards,  and  other  nifty  creations. 

The  organization,  supported  by  a  grant 
from  the  San  Francisco  Recycling  Pro¬ 
gram,  welcomes  your  donations. 

Hours  are  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  9  a.m. 
to  5  p.m.,  and  Saturday,  1 1  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

This  month's  Short  Takes  were  compiled 
and  written  by  Jane  Underwood. 


Walking,  running, 
managing,  acting, 
computing,  creating, 
working,  dancing, 
parenting,  getting 
older,  breathing, 
living... 

Whatever  you  do,  you  need 
to  move...  learn  new  ways 
to  move  that  reduce  pain 
and  leave  you  feeling  relaxed 
and  energized  -  with  the 
Feldenkrais  Method® . 

•  Individual  Sessions 

•  Group  Classes 

•  Special  Workshops 

W  FELDENKRAIS  CENTER  FOR 
MOVEMENT  EDUCATION  * 

98  CHENERY  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94131 
*  415.826.3680 
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Jfand  crafted  facials 

using  botanical  ingredients 

2)eep  pore  cleansing  facials 

Glycolic  and  acne  treatments 

^ake-ups,  waxing,  and  tints 

JI  full  line  of  facial  and 
body  care  products 

Celex-CrM  distributor 

Sift  certificates  available 


yiesl/ietician:  ( Jerri*? 

Seventeen  years  experience 


( >*// for  information 
and  a/i/ioin/ment 

415.285.4868 


FREE  TREE 

Receive  a 

Free  Replacement  Tree 

with  any  Tree  Removal 
with  this  coupon  only 

Licensed  &  Bonded  CA.  Lie.  #562324 


Landscapes  &  Tree  Care 

NO  JOB  TOO  BIG  OR  TOO  SMALL 

Call  Us  Today! 

566-5536 

Landscape  Design  &  Installation 
Fences  •  Decks  •  Retaining  Walls  •  Frost  Damage  Repair 
Drainage  &  Irrigation  •  Drought  Tolerant  Plants 
Transplanting  •  Nightlighting 

Complete  Tree  Service  •  Certified  Arborist 

Grown  Reduction  •  Pruning  •  Trimming  •  Reshaping 
Removals  •  Tree  Health  Maintenance  •  Insured 


Free  Estimates 
Reasonable  Rates 


Over  1 6  Years  Experience 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


10%  OFF  WATER  CONSERVING  DRIP  SYSTEMS 
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A  Fun  Place  to  Visit... 

ARTEMISIA 

Latin  American  and 
Moroccan  Arts  &  Crafts 

746  Diamond /24th  St. 

643-0980 

Open  7  Days,  10  am -7  pm 

All  our  pieces  are  carefully  selected 
to  insure  quality  and  craftsmanship. 
They  are  colorful,  unique  and  fun. 

Handcrafted  Furniture 


Hand  Decorate 
W  your  own  Pottery! 


•  Children  under  the  age  of  10  are  now  only  $5  an  hour 

•  Create  your  own  work  of  art  and 
handmade  gifts  in  our  studio 

•  All  materials  are  provided 

•  No  experience  or  appointments  necessary 

•  The  studio  is  available  for  birthday  parties, 
showers  and  special  events 

New  Hours:  Mon-Fri  10-9,  Sat  10-630,  Sun  11-6 


Terra  Alia 

Decorative  Art  Studios 


4037  24th  Street  San  Francisco  •  415-MIA-9911 


triREFLy 


4288  24th  St.  at  Douglass,  San  Francisco  •  (415)  821-7652 
•s*  open  7  days  a  week 
Home  cooking  with  no  ethnic  boundaries 


WHEN  EXCELLENCE  COUNTS 
DEMAND  THE  VERY  BEST 


000 


AND  IT  JUST  IMPROVED  EVEN  FURTHER! 

I  am  proud  to  announce  the  affiliation  of  Franciscan  Properties 
with  MasomMcDuffie ,  a  great  combination  enabling  me  to 
provide  an  even  higher  level  of  service  to  my  real  estate  clients. 

IN-DEPTH  KNOWLEDGE  OF  OUR  NEIGHBORHOOD 
A  Noe  Valley  homeowner  for  more  than  1 5  years ,  I  confounded  the 
Upper  Noe  Neighbors ,  dedicated  to  neighborhood  improvement  and 
planted  350  street  trees  in  Noe  Valley  with  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest. 

10  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE,  40  TRANSACTIONS  PER  YEAR 
form  a  solid  basis  for  every  real  estate  sale  or  purchase  I  am  involved  in. 
I  value  personal  service,  honesty  and  integrity  as  well  as  hard  work. 
Call  me  to  find  out  what  makes  me  different  and  how  I  can  help  you. 


SUE  BOWIE 

Top  1%  Nationally 
#1  MasomMcDuffie  Agent,  S.  F. 

Office:  664-9175,  ext.  224 
Home:  824-1062 


Mason-McDuffie  •  Franciscan  Properties 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 
675  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco,  94127 
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By  Anne  Gates 

Two  trendy  and  sometimes  controver¬ 
sial  products  have  cropped  up  in  “Down¬ 
town  Noe  Valley.”  The  first  is  hemp, 
which,  like  marijuana,  is  made  from  the 
cannabis  plant.  The  second  is  cigars,  a 
product  you  can  actually  smoke.  (No,  you 
can’t  smoke  hemp.  Don’t  even  think  about 
lighting  it.) 


Bob  and  Dave  Frankel  (right)  say  they  can 
dress  head  to  toe  in  hemp  at  their  new 
24th  Street  store,  Frankel  Bros.  Hemp 
Outfitters.  Photos  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 

F.B.H.O. 

Frankel  Bros.  Hemp  Outfitters 
3817  24th  St. 

826-HEMP  (4367)  Fax:  648-4530 
E-mail:  info@frankelbros.com 

Hemp  —  one  of  the  strongest  natural 
fibers  in  the  world  —  will  be  showcased 
at  Frankel  Bros.  Hemp  Outfitters 
(F.B.H.O.),  a  new  shop  located  in  the 
Planters  Nursery  storefront  on  24th  Street 
near  Church. 

In  late  March,  F.B.H.O.  owners  Dave 
and  Bob  Frankel  filled  the  newly  reno¬ 
vated  space  with  an  array  of  hemp  and  or¬ 
ganic  cotton  clothing,  for  both  men  and 
women.  Their  wares  include  shirts, 
dresses,  sweaters,  jackets,  and  hats,  and 
accessories  such  as  wallets  and  jewelry. 

The  brothers  describe  the  clothing  as 
soft  and  comfortable,  and  on  the  casual 
side.  “These  [garments]  are  candidates 
for  favorite  sweater,  shirt,  jacket,  et 
cetera,”  says  Dave  Frankel. 

Dresses  run  $70  to  $100,  shirts  $60  to 
$90,  and  sweaters  $65  and  up.  Hats  and 
tee  shirts  go  for  about  $20.  The  store  even 
sells  hemp  frisbees  and  hempseed  oil- 
based  detergent. 

Says  Bob,  “Most  of  our  merchandise  is 
made  in  the  U.S.A.,  and  some  in  Berke¬ 


ley.  But  the  hemp  is  imported.”  He  points 
out  that  although  hemp  is  illegal  to  grow 
in  the  United  States,  it  is  legal  in  China 
and  much  of  Europe. 

Hemp  is  extremely  versatile,  he  adds, 
and  can  be  made  into  rope,  thread,  paper, 
and  even  plastic.  (Samples  of  hemp  plas¬ 
tic  are  on  view  at  the  store.)  In  clothing, 
“hemp  is  almost  like  linen,  but  more 
wrinkle-free,”  Bob  says.  Hemp  is  also 
washable  just  like  cotton. 

F.B.H.O.  is  the  first  store  that  the 
Frankels  have  owned.  After  shopping 
around,  the  brothers,  both  San  Francisco 
residents,  zeroed  in  on  Noe  Valley  as  an 
ideal  place  to  open  a  hemp  outlet.  “We 
wanted  a  real  neighborhood,”  says  Bob, 
“and  people  here  are  eco-minded.” 

The  brothers  advertised  a  contest  in  the 
Voice  last  month  to  find  the  best  name  for 
the  store.  They  say  they  liked  several  of 
the  entries,  but  finally  chose  F.B.H.O./ 
Frankel  Bros.  Hemp  Outfitters.  (They  are 
especially  partial  to  the  initials.)  A  $50 
gift  certificate  will  be  raffled  off  to  the 
name  contestants. 

F.B.H.O.  is  open  seven  days  a  week 
from  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m.,  and  later  on  Fri¬ 
days  and  Saturdays. 

Meanwhile,  the  Planters  Nursery  con¬ 
tinues  to  thrive  in  the  garden  and  patio 
area  behind  F.B.H.O.  Says  Nursery 
owner  Belinda  Dobbs,  “We’ve  made  new 
additions  to  the  back  yard,  and  it’s  better 
than  ever.  We’re  fully  stocked  with  the 
same  plants  as  before  and  much  more. 
Stop  by  and  see  us!” 

PuroFino  Fine  Cigars 
1104  Sanchez  St. 

824-CGAR  (2427)  or  1-800-669-CGAR 

Tucked  into  a  cozy  space  on  Sanchez 
near  24th  (where  the  Psychic  Gallery 
once  was)  is  one  of  Noe  Valley’s  newest 
boutiques,  PuroFino  Fine  Cigars. 

PuroFino’s  owners  are  newlyweds, 
James  and  Anna  Ortiz.  The  couple  grew 
up  in  Noe  Valley  and  met  and  married  at 
St.  Paul’s  Church.  James  says  he  was 
drawn  to  the  cigar  business  after  he  de¬ 
veloped  a  passion  for  cigars.  Anna  brings 
her  expertise  as  a  marketing  executive. 

The  Ortizes  have  operated  a  cigar  mail¬ 
order  business  for  about  a  year,  and  now 
plan  to  fill  the  shop’s  vintage  display 
cases  with  more  than  300  lines  of  pre¬ 
mium  cigars,  as  well  as  pipes,  pipe  to¬ 
bacco,  and  other  smoking  accessories. 

Cigars  from  the  Dominican  Republic, 
Honduras,  and  Spain,  among  other  coun¬ 
tries,  will  be  featured  at  prices  ranging 
from  $6  to  $18.  PuroFino  will  also  spe¬ 
cial-order  cigars  if  a  customer  is  seeking 
an  unusual  brand. 

“Everyone  wants  to  know  if  we’ll  have 
any  Cuban  cigars,”  says  James.  “We’d  lose 
our  license  if  we  did.  However,  there  are 
a  lot  of  cigars  that  are  as  good  as  Cuban, 
but  they  don’t  get  as  much  attention.” 

PuroFino  beat  out  some  stiff  competi¬ 
tion  for  the  retail  space,  including  another 
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Experience  a  truly  Mediterranean  feeling 
with  our  new  collection,  just  arrived. 

La  Puerto,  home  of  imported  fine  furnishings,  gifts  &  accessories. 

(The  Castro's  best  kept  secret!) 

329  Noe  at  Market  (415)  255  7666 


James  Ortiz,  who  owns  PuroFino  with  his 
wife  Anna,  offers  300  lines  of  premium  cig¬ 
ars —  by  mail,  by  delivery,  or  in  person  at 
the  couple’s  shop  on  Sanchez  near  24th. 

cigar  store.  Though  cigars  are  not  to 
everyone’s  taste,  the  Ortizes  say,  these 
days  more  men  and  women  are  discover¬ 
ing  and  enjoying  them. 

Customer  service,  education,  and  a 
comfortable,  friendly  environment  are 
the  Ortizes’  retail  goals.  “We’re  a  tradi¬ 
tional  but  ’90s  cigar  store,”  says  James. 
“It’s  not  intimidating  here.” 

Anna  points  out  that  PuroFino  will  of¬ 
fer  custom-made  humidors  “at  a  much 
lower  price  than  you’d  see  in  catalogs.” 
She  adds  that  women  sometimes  buy  the 
humidors  to  use  as  jewelry  boxes. 

In  the  future,  the  couple  plans  to  form 
a  cigar  and  pipe  club.  And  manufacturers 
or  vendors  might  make  appearances  at  the 
store  to  further  educate  cigar  fans.  Also 
in  the  works:  cigar  parties,  father-to-be 
showers,  and  custom  gift  baskets.  “And 
we’ll  have  great  candles  for  sale  that 
clean  the  air,”  adds  Anna. 

PuroFino  is  open  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Thursday  from  5  to  8  p.m.;  Friday 
from  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m.;  Saturday  from  10 
a.m.  to  7  p.m.;  and  Sunday  from  11  a.m. 
to  6  p.m.  The  shop  offers  free  delivery 
anywhere  in  San  Francisco. 

Cybelle’s  Pizza  &  Grill 
3782  24th  St. 

285-3212 

In  mid-April,  Cybelle’s  Pizza  moved 
down  24th  Street  to  the  spot  once  occu¬ 
pied  by  Noe’s  Grill,  off  Church,  and  was 
reincarnated  as  Cybelle’s  Pizza  &  Grill. 
(Cybelle’s  old  storefront,  on  24th  near 
Castro,  will  be  filled  by  Wrap  Works,  a 
tortilla  takeout.  The  Voice  described  the 
switch  in  the  February  1997  issue.  We’ll 
cover  Wrap  Works  in  a  future  Storetrek.) 


At  its  new  location,  Cybelle’s  pizza  of¬ 
ferings  will  remain  the  same,  but  the 
menu  has  been  expanded  to  include  pasta 
dishes,  fresh  fish,  steaks,  burgers,  and 
other  favorites  from  Noe’s  Grill. 

One  of  Cybelle’s  chefs,  Lalo  Surino,  is 
cooking  a  new  specialty  of  the  house:  a 
grilled  half-chicken  that’s  marinated 
overnight  and  de-boned.  “We’ve  got  a  full 
kitchen  now,”  he  says.  The  chicken  dish, 
which  comes  with  fresh  vegetables  and 
roasted  potatoes,  costs  $9.50.  An  8-oz. 
Cybelle’s  burger,  with  salad  or  french 
fries,  will  set  you  back  $5.95. 

Meanwhile,  the  pizza  is  still  going  by 
the  pie,  and  by  the  slice.  A  giant-size 
wedge  with  two  toppings  runs  $4.07  in¬ 
cluding  tax. 

Cybelle’s  Pizza  &  Grill  is  open  for 
lunch  and  dinner  seven  days  a  week;  the 
kitchen  is  open  until  10  p.m.  Look  for 
brunch  offerings  at  Cybelle’s  by  mid-May. 

Happy  Donuts 
3801  24th  St. 

285-5890 

Happy  Donuts  isn’t  smiling  yet. 

The  Voice  announced  last  month  that 
San  Francisco  police  had  told  owner  T.  Y. 
Chan  that  her  24-hour  donut  shop  needed 
a  “cabaret”  license  to  stay  open  from  2 
a.m.  to  6  a.m.  This  is  despite  the  fact  that 
Happy  Donuts  has  operated  24  hours  a 
day  for  nearly  two  decades. 

Chan  applied  for  the  cabaret  permit 
anyway,  and  attended  a  March  26  hear¬ 
ing.  The  hearing  went  well,  she  said,  but 
“I’m  still  waiting!” 

Though  the  police  told  her  that  obtain¬ 
ing  the  license  would  be  “no  problem,” 
they  did  not  tell  her  how  long  it  would 
take.  Chan  guesses  that  itmight  be  another 
month  or  so  before  sugar-starved  early- 
morning  customers  can  get  their  donuts. 
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In  late  April,  Happy  Donuts  at  24th  and 
Church  was  still  waiting  to  hear  whether 
there  would  be  a  big  hole  in  the  shop’s  24- 
hour-a-day  operation. 


General  &  Electrical  Building  Contractor 

Ridenour  Company  has  been  serving  San 
Francisco  and  the  Bay  Area  with  expert 
£  electrical  and  remodeling  services  for  the 
past  10  years. 

As  a  quality  oriented  construction  company, 
we  provide  design  assistance,  new  kitchens 
and  bathrooms,  finished  basements,  home 
additions,  skylights  and  decks  -  as  well  as 
electrical,  plumbing,  heating,  foundation  and 
^  structural  upgrades. 

O  For  quality  remodeling  and  electrical 

services,  call  Jon  Ridenour  at: 


43  Starview  Way 
San  Francisco 
California  94131 


564-2300 


General  &  Electrical  Building  Contractor 
California  Contractors  License  562337 


24  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  May  1997 


MAY  1:  Jonah  Raskin  discusses 
The  Life  and  Times  of  Abbie  Hoffman. 
7:30  pm.  Modern  Times  Bookstore, 

888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

MAY  1-26:  Bonita  Cohen  exhibits 
porcelain  and  STONEWARE  POTTERY 
in  "Return  of  Anagama  Mama.”  Recep¬ 
tion  May  7, 5-8  pm.  Ruby's  Clay  Stu¬ 
dio,  552A  Noe  St.  558-9819. 

MAY  1-31:  The  Noe  Valley  Library 
exhibits  DIORAMA  MOONSHINE,  a  dis¬ 
play  case  filled  with  miniature  assem¬ 
blages  by  more  than  two  dozen  artists. 
451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

MAY  1-31:  Celebrate  MURAL 
AWARENESS  MONTH  (and  get  a  list  of 
newly  painted  murals  in  the  city)  by 
attending  an  artists  reception  and 
exhibit  May  1,6-9  pm,  at  Precita  Eyes, 
348  Precita  Ave.  Call  285-2287  for  a 
complete  schedule  of  events. 

MAY  1-31:  Integral  Yoga  Institute 
offers  Hatha  YOGA  classes  Mon.— Fri., 
9:30  am  and  6  pm;  and  Sat.  at  8,  9:30, 
and  1 1  am.  770  Dolores  St.  821  -1117. 

MAY  2  &  3:  Lick  Wilmerding  High 
School  presents  a  festival  of  original 
ONE-ACT  PLAYS  by  students.  7:30  pm. 
Ehrer  Theater,  755  Ocean  Ave.  333-4021 . 

MAY  2,  3,  9, 10, 16  &  17:  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Church  presents 
Andrew  Lloyd  Webber's  BROADWAY 
MUSICAL  Jesus  Christ  Superstar.  Fri.  & 
Sat.,  8  pm.  150  Eureka  St.  863-4436. 

MAY  2,  9, 16,  23  &  30:  30th  Street 
Senior  Services  offers  instruction  in 
Latin  and  BALLROOM  DANCING. 
2-3:30  pm.  225  30th  St.,  Room  325. 
For  info  call  Jorge  Santis  at  550-2221. 


Noe  Valley  fiddler  Athena  Tergis  returns  from  Ireland  with  flutist  Harry  Bradley  and 
guitarist  Aiden  Brennan  to  play  at  the  Noe  Valley  Music  Series  on  Saturday,  May  31 . 


MAY  3:  Celebrate  National  SCRAP¬ 
BOOK  DAY  at  a  hands-on  workshop  at 
the  Boathouse  at  Lake  Merced.  9  am- 
3:30  pm.  Call  584-7729  for  info. 

MAY  3:  Bill  Pickelhaupt  discusses  his 
BOOK  Shanghaied  in  San  Francisco,  at 
the  last  building  used  for  “shanghaiing” 
sailors,  currently  Brick’s  Restaurant. 

2  pm.  298  Pacific  Ave.  586-4984. 

MAY  3:  Noe  Valley  Music  Series  pre¬ 
sents  Latif  Bolat's  Turkish  folk  ensem¬ 
ble,  and  the  eight-piece  SLAVONIAN 
Traveling  Band,  whose  members  mix 
Balkan,  Bosnian,  and  American  roots 
music.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 


MAY  3  &  4:  All  books  are  a  dollar  or 
less  at  a  benefit  BOOK  SALE  sponsored 
by  Friends  of  the  Library.  Sat.,  10  am-5 
pm;  Sun.,  10  am-3:30  pm.  Fort  Mason 
Center,  Building  A.  557-4257. 

MAY  3  &  4:  The  SPCA's  ADOPT- 
ATHON  offers  games,  refreshments,  and 
goodies  for  potential  pet  owners.  10 
am-7  pm.  2500 16th  St.  554-3000. 

MAY  3,  4, 10, 17,  24,25  &  31: 

Precita  Eyes  sponsors  a  new  “BART 
Walk”  of  Mission  District  MURALS  on 
Saturdays  (and  some  Sundays)  in  May. 
The  two-hour  walking  tour,  led  by  artist 
Susan  Cervantes,  starts  at  1 1  am  near 
the  24th  Street  BART  Station  at  Cafe 
Venice,  3325  24th  St.  285-2287 


MAY  3  &  4:  Ream  Fowler  and  Ellen 
Into  are  among  the  local  artists  exhibit¬ 
ing  at  the  Hunters  Point  Shipyard  OPEN 
STUDIOS.  1 1  am-6  pm.  For  event 
schedules,  information,  and  maps,  call 
822-3809. 

MAY  4:  The  CINCO  DE  MAYO  parade 
begins  10  am  at  24th  and  Bryant,  runs 
along  24th  Street  to  Mission,  down 
Mission  to  Eighth,  and  up  Eighth  to 
Market  Street.  Food,  exhibits,  arts,  and 
entertainment  continue  1 1  am-6  pm  at 
a  Cinco  de  Mayo  festival  in  Civic  Center 
Plaza.  826-1401. 

MAY  4:  Noe  Valley  CHAMBER  MUSIC 
presents  pianist  Robin  Sutherland,  vio¬ 
linist  Roy  Malan,  and  other  classical 
musicians  performing  Schubert's  Trout 
Quintet  and  Brahms'  Piano  Quintet.  2 
pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, .1021  Sanchez 
St.  282-2317. 

MAY  4:  San  Francisco  mother  of 
teenagers  SHERRIL  JAFFE  signs  her 
new  book  Ground  Rules,  about  a  year  in 
the  life  of  a  15-year-old.  2-4  pm.  Cover 
to  Cover,  3910  24th  St.  282-8080.  ' 

MAY  4:  Star  Classics  presents  a 
Brahms  PIANO  RECITAL  with  Elizabeth 
Lee,  Milissa  Smith,  Dan  Glover,  and 
Steven  Bailey.  5  pm.  Star  Classics 
Recital  Hall,  425  Hayes  St.  552-1110. 

MAY  6:  FILMS  for  preschoolers  will  be 
screened  at  10  and  11  am.  The  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

MAY  6, 13,  20  &  27:  The  Main 
Library  offers  a  one-hour  lecture/ 
demonstration  of  the  online  CARD  CAT¬ 
ALOG  and  the  Internet.  4:30  pm.  Koret 
Auditorium,  100  Larkin  St.  557-4595. 


MAY  7:  Coleman  Advocates  for  Chil¬ 
dren  and  Youth  offers  a  noon  DISCUS¬ 
SION,  “What  Do  Children  Need  from  the 
City's  ’97-98  Budget?"  2601  Mission  St. 
641-4362. 

MAY  7:  Reel  Women  and  the  Cinema 
Preservation  Society  give  a  screening  of 
Lotte  Reiniger’s  1926  ANIMATION  The 
Adventures  of  Prince  Achmed.  1 :30  pm. 
Victoria  Theater,  16th  &  Capp.  665-5682. 

MAY  7:  Marie  Stroughter  and  Libby 
Albert  from  the  Children's  Council  lead 
a  BABYSITTING  WORKSHOP  for  middle 
schoolers.  4  pm.  Excelsior  Branch 
Library,  4400  Mission  St.  337-4735. 

MAY  7:  Project  Inform  offers  an  intro¬ 
ductory  TOWN  MEETING  on  HIV  treat¬ 
ment  options.  6:30-8  pm.  1965  Market 
St.,  Suite  220. 558-8669. 

MAY  7, 14,  21  &  28:  The  Noe  Valley 
Library's  ongoing  LAPSITS  for  infants, 
toddlers,  and  their  parents  begin  at  7 
pm.  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

MAY  7-JUNE  7:  Women  of  Courage, 
a  healing  arts  MOVEMENT  CLASS  for 
women  survivors  of  childhood  abuse, 
meets  five  Wed.  evenings  and  all  day 
June  7. 3435  Cesar  Chavez.  Call  Sue 
Martin,  826-4837. 

MAY  8-18:  Theater  Artaud  presents 
CHEN  &  DANCERS  performing  the 
world  premiere  of  “Transparent  Hinges.” 
Thurs.-Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  2  pm.  450 
Florida  St.  621-7797. 

MAY  9:  Molly  Martin,  editor  of  the 
anthology  Hard-Hatted  Women,  will  be 
joined  in  a  READING  by  several  of  the 
tradeswomen  authors.  7  pm.  Glen  Park 
Books,  2788  Diamond  St.  586-3733. 


PIZZA  RESTAURANT 

3881  24th  Street 
(between  Sanchez  &  Vicksburg) 

Open  11 :30  am  Daily 
7  Days  a  week 


FOR  DELIVERY  CALL 
647-1929 


PICK-UP  OR  DELIVERY  ONLY 


i  $3  OFF  ANY  EXTRA  LARGE  ! 
COMBO  PIZZA 

With  3  or  More  Toppings 
Please  mention  ad  when  ordering  •  With  this  coupon 

i _ i 


PICK-UP  OR  DELIVERY  ONLY 


$2  OFF  ANY  LARGE 
COMBO  PIZZA 

With  3  or  More  Toppings 
Please  mention  ad  when  ordering  •  With  this  coupon 

i _ i 


DINE-IN  ONLY 


i  $5  OFF  COMPLETE  DINNERS  ! 
FOR  TWO 

Including  Soup  and  Salad 
Applies  to  every  two  members  of  your  party 
Coupons  cannot  be  combined  •  With  this  coupon 

i _ i 


A  LA  CARTE  DINNER 

Pasta  Specials  * 9.25  *11.75 

1 .  Baked  Penne  Meat,  Marinara  or  Cream  Sauce  topped  with 
Fticotta,  Parmesan,  Mozzarella 

2.  Penne  Primavera  Grilled  Eggplant,  Zucchini  and  Fled  Bell 
Pepper  in  Red  Sauce 

3.  Penne  Rosa  Maria  Carmel ized  Onions,  Mushrooms,  roasted 
Garlic  and  Rosemary  with  Virgin  Olive  Oil 

4.  Penne  ala  Polio  Chicken  Strips,  Onions,  Bell  pepper  and  Fresh 
Tomato  in  Red  Sauce 

5.  Linguine  Verde  Onion,  Zucchini,  Spinach  and  Artichoke  Hearts 
in  Pesto  Sauce 

6.  Linguine  Margherita  Fresh  Tomato,  Basic,  Garlic,  Crushed  Red 
Pepper  and  chunks  of  White  Mozzarella  Cheese — Lite  Red  Sauce 

7.  Linguine  Toscana  Chicken  Strips,  Grilled  Zucchini,  Onion, 
Mushroom,  Capers  and  Roasted  Garlic — Lite  Red  Sauce 

8.  Linguine  Puttanesca  Black  Olives,  Capers,  Anchovies,  Garlic  in 
Red  Pesto  Sauce 


FACTORY  DIRECT 


THE  PALM  BROKER 

^$00  Nursery:  1074  Guerrero 

/\  (between  22nd  &  23rd  Streets) 

415.626.7256 

www.palmbroker.com 

Wednesday  -  Saturday  11-6 
Sunday  Noon  -  6 

We  Deliver 
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MAY  9:  A  CELLO  RECITAL  by  Poppea 
•  Dorsam,  Elizabeth  Vandervennet,  Elisa¬ 
beth  Spellings,  and  Anne  Lerner-Wright 
features  quartets  by  Bach  and  Spanish 
composers.  8  pm.  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

MAY  9-18:  Dancers’  Group  Studio 
Theater  presents  the  DANCE  company 
Nesting  Dolls.  Thurs— Sun.,  8  pm.  3221 
22nd  St.  824-5044. 

MAY  1 0:  Leave  nonperishable  food  by 
your  mailbox  in  the  morning  for  the 
National  Association  of  Letter  Carriers’ 
FOOD  DRIVE  (no  glass  containers, 
please).  1-800-870-FOOD. 

MAY  10:  The  annual  Fair  Oaks  Neigh¬ 
bors/Jamestown  Center  STREET  FAIR 
and  Flea  Market  offers  five  blocks  of 
treasures.  9  am-4  pm.  Fair  Oaks  from 
21st  to  26th. 

MAY  10:  City  Guides  offers  a  WALK¬ 
ING  TOUR  of  Noe  Valley,  "Traditions 
and  Transitions,”  including  visits  to  gin¬ 
gerbread  Victorians  and  bustling  coffee¬ 
houses.  Meet  10  am  at  the  corner  of 
Noe  and  25th.  Call  557-4266  for  a  com¬ 
plete  schedule  of  city  tours. 

MAY  10:  Project  Inform’s  third  annual 
benefit  BIKE  RIDE  through  Golden  Gate 
Park  begins  at  10  am.  Call  558-8669  for 
registration  and  pledge  information. 

MAY  10:  Bethany  Church  hosts  a 
“Mother  Knows  Best”  LUNCHEON  at 
12:30  pm.  1268  Sanchez  St.  647-8393. 

MAY  10:  U.C.  Berkeley  sociology  pro¬ 
fessor  ARLIE  HOCHSCHILD  discusses 
Time  Bind,  his  study  of  the  increasingly 
interchangeable  nature  of  home  and 
work.  2-4  pm.  Cover  to  Cover,  3910 
24th  St.  282-8080. 


MAY  10:  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Center 
celebrates  its  20th  anniversary  with  a 
MURAL  FESTIVAL  and  awards  cere¬ 
mony  honoring  Noe  Valley  artist  Ruth 
Asawa,  among  others.  The  Latin  music 
combo  Los  Compas  will  also  perform. 
1:30-5:30  pm.  Precita  Park,  Precita  & 
Folsom.  285-2287. 


MAY  10:  Robert  Carlson  teaches 
INTERNET  BASICS  at  the  Ingleside 
Branch  Library.  2:30  pm.  387  Ashton 
Ave.  337-4745. 


MAY  10:  SHANTI  hosts  its  first  volun¬ 
teer  alumni  reunion  party.  8  pm-mid- 
night.  Russian  Center  of  San  Francisco, 
2460  Sutter  St.  864-2273,  ext.  4741. 

MAY  10- JUNE  7:  Theatre  Rhinoceros 
presents  a  1940s  “stage  noir”  COMEDY, 
The  Big  Drag.  Wed.-Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  2 
pm.  292616th  St.  861-5079. 

MAY  11:  The  S.F.  Rose  Society's 
Mother’s  Day  ROSE  SHOW  features  lec¬ 
tures,  demonstrations,  and  music.  12:30 
pm.  County  Fair  Building,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  9th  Ave.  at  Lincoln.  436-0497. 

MAY  11:  The  Mother's  Day  meeting  of 
PFLAG  features  a  talk  by  mother  and 
daughter  Renee  Montandon  and 
Danielle  DeLong.  3-4  pm.  St.  Francis 
Church,  152  Church  St.  921-8850. 

MAY  11:  The  Flowing  Stream  Ensem¬ 
ble  performs  “Living  Music  for  Golden 
Mountains  Revisited,"  music  from  the 
Guangdong  and  Xinjiang  provinces  of 
CHINA.  4  pm.  Community  Music  Cen¬ 
ter,  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

MAY  11:  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry's 
CANTATE  service  of  chanting,  medita¬ 
tion,  and  prayer  begins  at  7  pm.  1021 
Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 


LEN 


MAY  13:  JIMBO  THE  CLOWN  will 
perform  for  preschoolers  at  10  and  1 1 
am.  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St. 
695-5095. 

MAY  13:  The  San  Francisco  ZOO'S 
“Senior  Day"  allows  free  admission  for 
those  over  55,  including  rides  on  the 
Zebra  Train.  10  am-5  pm.  1  Zoo  Road. 
753-7080. 

MAY  13:  Poet  LARRY  BERESFORD 
reads  from  his  book,  Under  a  Gibbous 
Moon,  at  Keane's  3300  Club.  7  pm. 
3300  Mission  St.  826-6886. 

MAY  13:  The  Bernal  Heights  Library 
hosts  Xequina  Berber's  lecture  “The 
Black  Madonna:  The  Re-emergence  of 
the  Divine  Feminine  in  the  Inner  City.”  7 
pm.  500  Cortland  Ave.  695-5160. 

MAY  13:  In  honor  of  its  20th  anniver¬ 
sary,  Good  Vibrations  hosts  a  conversa¬ 
tion  with  founder  JOANI  BLANK.  8-10 
pm.  1210  Valencia  St.  974-8980. 

MAY  14:  PATRICIA  MCKISSACK, 
winner  of  the  Coretta  Scott  King  Award 
for  her  stories  for  young  people,  signs 
copies  of  her  new  book  Ma  Dear's 
Apron.  2-3:30  pm.  Cover  to  Cover, 

3910  24th  St.  282-8080. 

MAY  14:  The  Board  of  Permit  Appeals 
holds  a  HEARING  to  reconsider  whether 
Holiness  Temple  in  Christ,  28th  and 
Church,  needs  a  special  permit  for  its 
food  distribution  program.  6  pm.  Veter¬ 
ans  Building,  Room  428, 401  Van  Ness. 

MAY  15:  Journalist  DAVID  HARRIS 
discusses  The  Last  Stand:  The  War 
Between  Wall  Street  and  Main  Street 
Over  California's  Ancient  Redwoods. 

7:30  pm.  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  St.  282-9246. 


DAR 


MAY  15-18:  The  Young  People’s  Teen 
Musical  Theatre  performs  By  George,  a 
tribute  to  GEORGE  GERSHWIN.  Thurs - 
Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  2  pm.  The  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way.  554-9523. 

MAY  16:  The  Noe  Valley  Co-op  Nurs¬ 
ery  School's  children's  ART  AUCTION 
features  more  than  30  framed  paintings. 
7:30-10  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  647-2278. 

MAY  17:  The  San  Francisco  Mothers 
of  TWINS  CLUB  holds  a  clothing,  toy, 
and  equipment  sale  from  9  am  to  3  pm. 
St.  John  of  God,  5th  Ave.  &  Irving. 

MAY  17:  The  Lakeshore  Alternative 
Elementary  School's  SILENT  AUCTION 
benefits  the  school’s  PTA.  10  am.  Euca¬ 
lyptus  at  Middlefield.  337-0494. 

MAY  17:  Bring  your  favorite  board 
game  and  a  topping  for  pizza  to  Bethany 
Methodist  Church’s  Community  GAME 
NIGHT  for  all  ages.  6-9  pm.  1268 
Sanchez  St.  647-8393. 

MAY  17:  The  celebrated  vocal  ensem¬ 
ble  CHANTICLEER  performs  “I  Have 
Had  Singing:  A  Memorial  Concert  for 
Louis  Botto.”  8  pm.  Mission  Dolores 
Basilica,  Dolores  &  16th.  896-5866. 

MAY  17:  The  Noe  Valley  Music  Series 
presents  SAVINA,  a  women’s  folk  choir 
performing  the  music  of  Eastern  Europe. 
8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

MAY  18:  Miraloma  Cooperative  Nurs¬ 
ery  School  hosts  a  spring  CHILDREN’S 
FESTIVAL  and  barbecue.  1 1  am-4  pm. 
Sunnyside  Park,  on  Foerster  two  blocks 
north  of  Monterey.  585-6789. 


MAY  17  &  18:  The  SPCA’s  BOOK 
SALE  offers  treasures  for  bookworms.  9 
am-5  pm.  233  Alabama  St.  554-3000. 

MAY  18:  Community  Music  Center’s 
75th  Anniversary  OPEN  HOUSE  features 
former  Met  soprano  Lucine  Amara  and  a 
visit  by  Mayor  Willie  Brown.  1-6  pm. 
544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

MAY  18:  The  S.F.  Mystery  Bookstore 
presents  STEPEHEN  GREENLEAF  sign¬ 
ing  his  new  John  Marshall  Tanner  novel 
Past  Tense.  2-3  pm.  4175  24th  St. 
282-7444. 


Continued  on  Page  26 


You  Simply  Must 
Submit  to  Our  Calendar 

The  Voice  Calendar  is  a  free 
neighborhood  bulletin  board.  To 
pin  your  notice  on  the  next  one, 
mail  it  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 

1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94114,  by  May  15.  (Or  you  can 
send  e-mail  via  jaxvoice@aot.com.) 

The  next  issue  of  the  Voice,  for 
June  1997,  will  hit  the  pavement 
on  Thursday,  May  29.  It  will  include 
event  listings  from  May  31  through 
June  30. 

Please  call  Karol  at  285-6347  with 
calendar  questions  or  any  last- 
minute  changes.  Note  that  we’ll 
publish  as  many  items  as  we  can, 
but  that  Noe  Valley  events  get 
priority.  Thank  you  for  the  tips.  □ 


. . mum 


Largest  Selection  of  Film  Titles  in  Noe 

•  Laser  Discs 

•  Fitness  Tapes 

•  Movie  Sales 
and  Rentals 

•  Foreign  Films 

•  Blank  Tapes 


Movies  for  Kids 
Video  Games 
for  Rent 
Music  Videos 
UFO  Documentaries 
Adult  Films 


During  the  month  of  May,  All  Films 
in  the  Action  Section  99c 

SEE  HITS  IN  MAY  LIKE: 

★  Evening  Star  ★ 

★  Blood  and  Wine  ★ 

★  Got  on  the  Bus  ★  Portrait  of  a  Lady  ★ 

★  Swingers  ★  Daylight  ★ 

★  Ransom  ★ 

Open  10:00  -  10:00  pm  Monday  -  Thursday 
10:00  -  11 :00  pm  Friday  -  Saturday 
Noon -9:00  pm  Sunday 

Movie  Night  Drop/VCR  Rental 

«W®*.'3Sflsg§).  Now  Rent  5 

1201  Church  st.  non-new  movies 

(AT  24TH  STREET)  for  5  nights  for 

648-0300  only  $51 


WELSH 

UPHOLSTERY 


Custom  Residential 
Commercial 
Office  Furniture 
Breakfast  Nooks 
Free  Estimates 
Free  Pick-up  and  Delivery 


3612  17th  St.  at  Dolores 
621-3639 


OFFER 

EXPIRES 

5/31/97 


50%  OFF 
FABRIC 

WITH  THIS  AD. 
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M.  Susan  Hughes 

Real  Estate  Broker 


1 


direct  line 

664-9175x233 
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CALENDAR 
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MAY  20  &  27:  The  Noe  Valley  Library 
holds  STORY  TIME  for  preschoolers  at 
10  am.  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

MAY  21:  The  Main  Library  celebrates 
MYSTERY  WEEK  with  a  conversation 
with  Miriam  Ann  Moore  and  Linda 
Grant.  6  pm.  Koret  Auditorium,  100 
Larkin  St.  557-4595. 

MAY  22:  The  Randall  Museum  hosts  a 
slide  talk  by  Mark  Bittner,  “Tales  from 
the  Urban  Jungle:  PARROTS  on  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill.”  7:30  pm.  199  Museum 
Way.  554-9600. 

MAY  23:  The  Noe  Valley  Music  Series 
presents  BASS  GUITARIST  Michael 
Manring  with  seven  bass  players  and  a 
percussionist.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

MAY  24:  Natural  Resources  offers  a 
class  in  infant  and  CHILD  CPR.  2-6 
pm.  1307  Castro  St.  550-2611. 

MAY  24  &  25:  Celebrate  CARNAVAL 
1997  at  a  two-day  festival  on  Harrison 
between  16th  and  22nd,  11  am-6  pm, 
and  the  grand  parade  10  am  on  Sunday, 
starting  at  24th  and  Bryant.  826-1401. 

MAY  28:  The  Adventist  HEALTHVAN 
offers  cholesterol  and  blood  pressure 
screening  at  Bell  Market,  24th  between 
Sanchez  &  Noe.  10  am-4  pm.  775-2570 


MAY  29:  Author  JAN  KARON  signs 
copies  of  Out  to  Canaan,  her  latest  book 
about  small  town  life  in  Mitford,  North 
Carolina.  6-8  pm.  Cover  to  Cover, 

3910  24th  St.  282-8080. 

MAY  29:  The  UPPER  NOE  Neighbors 
meets  at  7:30  pm  at  the  Upper  Noe  Rec 
Center,  Day  and  Sanchez  St.  824-1062. 

MAY  31:  The  Noe  Valley  Music  Series 
presents  local  resident  and  Celtic  vio¬ 
linist  ATHENA  TERGIS  performing  with 
Irish  music  heroes  Harry  Bradley  and 
Aidan  Brennan.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

MAY  31  &  JUNE  1:  The  S.F  Chil¬ 
dren's  Chorus  and  Community  Music 
Center  Orchestra  perform  a  children’s 
OPERA,  The  Second  Seven  Years.  Sat., 

7  pm.;  Sun.,  4  pm.  Community  Music 
Center,  544  CappSt.  647-6015. 

JUNE  1:  Noe  Valley  CHAMBER  MUSIC 
presents  a  concert  by  lyric  soprano 
Nannette  McGuinness  and  classical 
guitarist  Richard  Flores.  2  pm.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry, .1021  Sanchez  St.  282- 
2317. 

JUNE  8:  The  Noe  Valley  Library  hosts 
"24th  Street  Then  and  Now,”  a  CELE¬ 
BRATION  of  Noe  Valley  history.  2-5 
pm.  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 


AIR  CONDITION  SERVICE 

n 0  3 

BRAKE  REPAIR 


K  ■  ■■  if  % 

CHECK  ENGINE  LIGHTS 


DRIVABILITY  PROBLEMS 


ELECTRIC  REPAIR 


.  -  ....  : 


V'  W*  s  ,  4  kj  Sh?  *  ■ 

ELECTRONIC  TUNE-UP 


FUEL  INJECTION  REPAIR 

'  ---  V->~7v  •  >"-*•  '■ ;  >  /  ■ 

OIL  CHANGE 

SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE 


SMOG  INSPECTION 

■■ 

STRUT  &  SHOCK 
REPLACEMENT 


WHEEL  BALANCING 


NOE  VALLEY  AUTO  WORKS,  INC. 

4050  24th  St.  (between  Noe  &  Castro),  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
HOURS:  Monday  thru  Friday  7:30am  to  6:00pm,  Saturday  8:30  to  5:00pm 


ASE  Certified 
Master  Technicians 


Guaranteed 
Auto  Repair 


Mfi  MWQ2* 


YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  AUTO  &  TIRE  CENTER 

GET  READY  FOR 

SPRING  &  SUMMER 

Summer  Tune  Up  &  Oil  Change 
Air  Conditioning  Cooling  System  Service  &  Inspection 


GREAT  TIRE  PRICE 


IMPORTED  TIRES 

40,000  Mile  Treadwear  Warranty 
Treadwear  300  Traction  A  Temperature  B 

1 55SR1 2 . $36.99  1 75/70SR1 3 . $41 .99 

1 44SR1 3  .  $37.99  1 85/70SR1 3 . $42.99 

1 65SR1 3  . $38.99  1 85/70SR1 4 . $44.99 

165SR15 .  $40.99  195/70SR14 . $45.99 

205/70SR14 . $46.99 

Merit  DH60  and  DH65 
40,000  Mile  Treadwear  Warranty 
"ROAD  HAZARD"  Warranty 
Treadwear  300  Traction  A  Temperature  B 

1 85/60HR1 4 . $49.99  1 75/65HR1 4 . $46.99 

1 95/60HR1 4 .  $50.99  1 85/65HR1 4 . $55.99 

1 95/60HR1 5 . $54.99  205/65HR1 5 . $57.99 

205/60HR1 5 . $56.99  21 5/65HR1 5 . $58.99 

DOMESTIC  CAR 

Hercules  Mega  TR  80,000  Mile  Treadwear  Warranty 
"ROAD  HAZARD"  Warranty  Treadwear  13" 
420/14"  &  15"  460  Traction  A  Temperature  B 

PI  55/80R1 3 . $43.99  PI  85/70R1 4 . $53.99 

PI  85/80R1 3 . $45.99 

PI  85/75R1 4 . $49.99 

P205/75R14 . $50.99 

P205/75R1 4 . $52.99 

P205/75R15 . $53.99 


PI  95/70R14 . $54.99 

P205/70R14 . $55.99 

P215/70R14 . $57.99 


LIGHT  TRUCK,  SPORT  UTILITY  VEHICLE  &  4x  4 
Dunlop  Radial  Rover  Pinetric 
Rated  #1  By  Consumer  Report  Jan  '96 
Treadwear  300  Traction  A  Temperature  B 
All  Season  Rated 

P21 5/75R1 5 .  $70.99 

P225/75R15 . $79.99 

P235/75R1 5 . $80.99 

(PRESENT  AD  AT  TIME  OF  WRITE  UP) 


641-9200 


POEM 


The  Last  Days  of  My  Visit 

By  Francisco  Aragon 


I 

It  wasn’t  so  much  the  rain 

but  the  lack  of  light 
was  getting  to  me 

a  miserable 

absence  of  blue 

That, 

and  the  way  her  breathing 
had  quickened — the  short 
moans  at  night  from  across  the  hall 
even  while  she  slept... 

With  her  one  day  in  a  cab  going 
to  Paratransit 
for  taxi  vouchers,  my  eyes 
settle  on  the  few 

wisps  of  hair 

straggling 

out  from  under  her  black 
beret 

...rustic  men,  I  tease 
wear  them  —  it’s  called 
a  boina  in  Spain. . . 

as  we 

approach  a  stop  and  I 
turn  away 

Water 

weaving 

down  glass, 
the  city  a  gray  blur 

II 

And  yet  the  day  before  I  flew 
back  to  Madrid 
that  low  coastal  layer 

dispersed,  the  sky  radiant  that  morning 
as  we  drove  up  Parnassus 
taking  her  in  for  an  MRI... 

Walking  the  carpeted  halls,  I  paused 

at  the  banister  and  looked 

through  the  glass,  hardly  believing  the  scope 

of  the  view:  on  the  far  far  right,  downtown 
a  glimpse  of  City  Hall. ..and  panning 
left,  the  spires  of  USF  while  in 

the  foreground  tiny  joggers  circled 

the  rust-colored  track 

at  Kezar. ..and  taking  the  pan  further 

the  de  Young,  peering  just  above 
the  park’s  oblong  thicket 
of  green — all  of  it  somehow 

soothing,  before  my  eyes  came  to  rest 

on  the  Pacific  Ocean 

as  I  hope  it  might  have  been,  weeks  later, 

for  her:  brother  wheeling  the  bed 
into  the  living  room, 
propping  it  up  to  face,  she  insists, 

the  windows  facing  the  street: 
the  two  slim  sidewalk 

trees — Purple-Leaf  Plum — 

* 

Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest 
at  her  request 

had  planted  in  front  of  our  home 
on  Fair  Oaks 

For  my  mother  (1932-1997) 


Poet  and  translator  Francisco  Aragon  divides  his 
time  between  San  Francisco  and  Madrid,  where 
he  has  taught  English  for  the  past  eight  years.  His 
mother,  who  immigrated  with  his  father  from 
Nicaragua  in  the  ’50s,  “raised  me  and  my  older 
brother  and  two  older  sisters  on  her  own  ”  on 
Fair  Oaks  Street.  Dolores  Aragon  passed  away  in 
January,  after  losing  her  battle  with  lung  cancer. 
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Let 

Bylines 

Be 

Bylines 


The  Creatures 
That  Feature  on 
22nd  Street 


By  Jean  Taggart 

Most  of  us  know  that  creatures 
ordinarily  found  in  rural  areas, 
even  exotic  ones,  are  plentiful  in 
San  Francisco.  Bands  of  bright  green 
parrots  flash  through  the  trees  on 
Telegraph  Hill,  and  raccoons  scamper 
through  the  trails  in  Glen  Park.  Some 
raccoons,  who’ve  found  their  way  down 
from  Diamond  Heights,  now  live  and 
raise  families  in  the  back  yards  of  my 
block  in  Noe  Valley. 

Raccoons  have  been  frequent  visitors 
to  my  deck  over  the  years,  and  on  more 
than  one  occasion  the  young  ones  have 
discovered  they  can  squeeze  through  the 
cat  door  into  my  house. 

On  one  night — a  night  when  I  had 
forgotten  to  block  the  door — a  loud 
crash  awakened  me.  Rushing  down  the 
stairs,  I  found  five  furry  culprits  and  a 
broken  cookie  jar.  The  burglars  glanced 
up  from  the  cookies  they  were  munching, 
then  brazenly  returned  to  their  feast.  I 
shoved  the  sliding  glass  door  open. 


“Shoo,”  I  said,  and  then  louder, 
“shoo,  get  out  of  here  right  now!” 

Three  of  the  critters  scooted  out 
through  the  deck  door,  but  two 
munched  on  relentlessly.  Now  really 
irritated,  I  grabbed  a  broom  and  bran¬ 
dished  it  while  yelling  “C’mon,  let’s 
go,”  as  they  ambled  out  to  join  their 
siblings  perched  on  the  high  fence 
surrounding  my  deck.  They  finally 
scrambled  back  into  the  night  when 
I  sprayed  them  with  the  hose. 

But  the  raccoons  had  their  revenge. 
The  next  morning  I  found  an  uprooted 
bamboo  plant  and  bits  of  sponge  foam 
pouring  from  a  huge  tear  in  the  cushion 
of  a  chaise  longue. 

Each  spring  I find  evidence 

of  new  visits.  The  water  in  my  giant 
clam  shell  is  black  from  food  washed  in 
it.  Flowers  are  uprooted  where  tiny 


Peggy  Handler,  mfcc 
Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxiety  that 
keep  you  from  having  the  relation¬ 
ships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 


Noe  Valley  Office 

LICENSE  MFC32077 
Se  Habla  Espafiol 


claws  have  scratched  for  grubs.  Another 
tear  recently  appeared  in  a  deck  cushion. 
(This  I’ve  decided  was  sheer  vandalism, 
since  there  is  no  food  in  a  cushion.) 

In  the  past  few  years,  I  have 

learned  to  coexist  with  the  raccoons, 
and  would  actually  welcome  a  parrot  or 
two,  should  any  decide  to  migrate  to  our 
neighborhood.  A  parrot’s  screech  would 
be  a  nice  change  from  the  call  of  the 
mockingbird  who  returns  to  my  home 
each  March  to  court  a  possible  mate. 

I  had  always 
fjD  believed  that 
mockingbirds 
included  lovely  trills 
in  their  love  songs,  but 
this  one  knows  exactly  three 
calls.  He  repeats  “cheep 
cheep  cheep,”  or  “CHEEP 
CHEEP  CHEEP  CHEEEP,”  or  “cheep 
(pause)  cheep  (pause)  cheep,”  over  and 
over  all  night  long. 

Frankly,  I  think  he  impresses  the 
female  about  as  much  as  he  impresses 
me.  I  don’t  hear  her  answer,  but  she’s 
probably  muttering,  “Oh  for  gawd’s  sake, 
either  make  your  move  or  get  lost.” 

Then,  of  course,  my  deck  garden  is 
host  to  a  variety  of  flying  creatures — 
bumblebees,  butterflies,  and  white 
moths,  whose  dear  little  children  eat 
holes  in  my  petunias.  Once  I  brought 
in  a  bunch  of  ladybugs  who  were 
supposed  to  eat  all  the  aphids  in  the 
dwarf  orange  tree.  The  fickle  little  bugs 
stuck  around  a  couple  of  days,  and  then 
flew  away  to  the  home  where  as  chil¬ 
dren  we  always  urged  them  to  go. 

The  only  creatures  I  cannot  learn  to 
live  with  are  the  hundreds  of  snails  who 
consider  the  agapanthus  in  my  garden 
their  hotel.  They  like  to  fan  out  from 
their  base  of  operations  to  ravish  all  the 
other  plants.  They  also  multiply  faster 
than  I  can  vanquish  them. 

Now  I  have  a  new  visitor. 

Recently,  I  again  forgot  to  block  the  cat 
door  at  night.  The  next  day  I  found  the 
cat  dishes  empty  and  strangely  neat, 
nothing  like  the  mess  made  by  raccoons 
or  even  the  neighbor  cat.  Then  one 
evening,  as  a  guest  and  I  sat  and  sipped 
an  after-theater  brandy,  I  saw  what 
looked  like  a  very  large,  very  fat  rat 
peering  through  the  glass  door.  It  disap¬ 
peared  immediately  at  the  sight  of  us. 

“It’s  a  possum,”  my  guest  informed 
me.  “I  didn’t  know  there  were  any 
around  here,  but  don’t  worry.  They’re 
sweet  benign  little  creatures,  they’re 
very  neat,  and  they  love  cat  food.” 

All  I  knew  about  possums  came  from 
a  friend  raised  in  Arkansas,  who  said 
her  family  used  to  cook  and  eat  them 
with  yams.  After  seeing  the  overgrown 
rat  outside  my  door,  I  shuddered  at  the 
thought. 

That  was  Saturday  night.  Sunday 
morning  after  breakfast  I  went  into  the 
living  room  and  suddenly  a  long  gray 
snout  rose  from  a  nest  of  cushions  on 
the  sofa.  Beady  eyes  peered  at  me  with 


Illustrations  hy  Florence  Holub 

alarm.  I  recognized  our  visitor  from  the 
night  before. 

“Hey,”  I  said,  “you  don’t  belong 
here.”  Remembering  this  was  a  sweet 
benign  little  animal,  I  moved  to  shoo 
him  off  the  couch.  He  instantly  opened 
his  supposedly  benign  little  mouth  filled 
with  sharp  little  teeth. 

I  retreated.  I  then  called  Animal  Con¬ 
trol,  and  until  the  officer  arrived  a  half- 
hour  later,  the  possum  and  I  watched 
each  other  uneasily. 

The  officer,  a  woman,  lassoed  him 
gently  and  carried  him  dangling  out  to 
the  deck,  where  he  scooted  away. 

“I  thought  you  were  going  to  take 
him  to  his  natural  habitat,”  I  said. 

“This  is  his  habitat,”  she  said.  “That 
little  guy  has  a  mother  out  there  in  the 
back  somewhere.” 

I  started  remembering  to  block  off 

the  cat  door  again  every  night,  and  life 
returned  to  normal  for  me  and  the  cats. 
But  a  few  weeks  later  an  exciting 
development  changed  my  attitude  com¬ 
pletely.  One  day  I  was  talking  with  a 
youngster  down  the  block  who  helps  me 
with  gardening.  I  remarked  that  it  was 
wonderful  but  weird  that  with  all  the 
rain  we’d  had  this  year,  I  hadn't  seen 
one  snail,  even  in  the  agapanthus. 

“No,  of  course  not,”  he  said.  “It’s  the 
possum  who  lives  in  a  tree  in  our  back 
yard.  He  eats  them.  I’ve  seen  him." 

Hallelujah!  I'm  putting  out  the  wel¬ 
come  mat  and  unblocking  the  cat  door. 
That  possum  is  welcome  to  come  eat 
my  cats’  food  whenever  he  runs  out  of 
snails.  And  I  hope  he  decides  to  take  a 
mate,  raise  a  family,  and  make  his  per¬ 
manent  home  in  our  neighborhood.  □ 

Jean  Taggart,  78,  has  lived  on  22nd 
Street  for  23  years.  She's  currently 
writing  a  series  of  vignettes  about  life 
in  a  Nob  Hill  apartment  house  during 
World  War  II. 


Let  Bylines  Be  Bylines 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
your  essays,  opinion  pieces,  and 
other  reflections  on  people  and 
places  in  Noe  Valley.  Please  mail 
manuscripts,  which  should  be 
typed,  double-spaced,  and  fewer 
than  1 ,000  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114.  We’d  appreciate 
a  phone  number,  too.  Thanks. 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  ►  Since  1975 
OLDEST  SUSHI  BAR  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Matsuya 


Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  &  Wine 


CHEFS  CHOICE  OF  SUSHI 


Open  4-11  Monday-Saturday 
3856  24th  Street  (between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg)  282-7989  ® 


Ell  en  Movoqrodsfq 

&  Stepfi  anie  J.  Godf 
Atf  orneijs  At  L  aw 
Tenant  Advocacq  *  Eviction 
Defense  •  I  la  Eita  Ei  I  if  4  P  roblems 
•  Pent  Board  Petitions 

•  Demand  Leffe  PS 

•  Partnership  Protection 
•  Lesbian  &GaqE  amilq  Law 
•Simple  Wills*  Ofh  er  Civil 
Matters  *  P  easona  Lie  Pat  es 

•  E ree  Consultation 

(415)  285-3626 


reeze 
eanerj 
824-5474 


Come  visit  us 
at 

1420  Castro  Street 
between  Jersey  &  25th 

Professional  Cleaners 
3  HOUR  SERVICE 
We  operate  our  own  plant 

VERY  CONVENIENT 
LOCATION 


Monday-Friday,  7:30-6:30 
Sat  8:30-6:00 


Dolores  Park 
Homeopathy 

3689 18th  St.,  San  Francisco 
565-0979 

We  offer  classical  homeopathy 
for  Individuals  &  families, 
and  cater  to  all  people. 

Please  call  Lyn  Farrugia,  C.  Flom.  and 
Richard  Pitt,  R.S.  Horn,  C.C.H. 

565-0979 
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DESIGN  HIGH  POINT  DESIGN  &  TYPE 


Frequent  Readers 
Add  Global  Mileage 

You  can  take  a  Noe  Valleyan  out  of  the 
neighborhood,  but  not  without  her  copy  of 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice.  We  particularly  miss 
such  devoted  readers  as  the  Elias  family, 
but  are  pleased  they’ve  found  a  way  to  stay 
in  touch.  Thanks,  Fiona  (pictured  at  left 
below)  and  Samara.  Write  again  soon. 
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Star 


Bakery 


We  have  the  best  scones  San  francisco  has  to  offer. 

Try  our  famous  Irish  Soda  Bread  and  Brown  Soda  Bread. 


Serving  delicious  baked 
goods  made  fresh  daily 
on  the  premises. 
Danish,  Puff  Pastry, 
Cookies,  Eclairs, 
Cakes,  Pies,  Tortes, 
Tarts  and  a 
variety  of  Breads. 


Cakes  and 


Specialties  for 
Mother's  Day. 
Order  ahead! 


Breakfast  &  Lunch  entrees  served  all  day. 
Sandwiches,  salads,  soups,  British-made  meat  pies  and  pasties. 
Irish  Shepherds  Pies  and  sausage  rolls. 

1701  Church  (corner  of  29th  stj  ★  648-Q78S 

Open  7 Days:  Monday- Saturday,  6:30  am-6  pm,  Sunday  7:30  am-4:00  pm 
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Resident  realtor  B.J.  Droubi  took  a  trip  down  under  to  Australia  recently,  where  she  found 
plenty  of  sun.  Pictured  above  in  Sydney,  she’s  well  protected  from  the  rays  with  “the  same 
kind  of  hat  Hillary  Clinton  bought  when  she  visited.” 


j  ij  c 


asuze  tourism  m\im\ 

ASSOCIATION 
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Two  Noe  Valley  women  combined  business  research  with  pleasure  on  a  recent  “working 
vacation  to  Belize.  Nina  Allen  (left)  researched  local  healing  methods.  At  home,  she 
practices  orthopedic  acupuncture  and  massage.  And  Ellen  Clark,  manager  of  Dirt  Cheap 
Travel  on  23rd  Street,  scouted  out  new  eco-tourist  destinations.  Both  kept  a  copy  of 
the  Voice  to  stay  in  touch  with  home  base. 


(^RAftcare  Hardwood  Floorc 

Specializing  in  Wood  Floor  Installation, 

Sanding  and  Refinishing 

HIGH  QUALITY  WORK  AT  REASONABLE  RATES 
Free  Estimates  Ask  for  Bryan  (415)  221-2303 

License  No.  576013 


Betty  Taisch 

Broker  Associate 

1995  Women's  Council  of  Realtors 
San  Francisco  Chapter  President 


H’iVJ 


2633  Ocean  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA 


D 


415  334-1880  Office 
415  979-4043  VM/Pager 

" Noe  Valley  Specialist" 
Representing 
•  Sellers 
•  Buyers 

•  Investment  Properties 
11-Year  Noe  Valley  Resident 


Betty  also 
specializes  in 
Property 
Management  & 
Rental 
Assistance 


Please  Call: 

Taisch  Properties 
301  Jersey  Street  #3 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415  821-9895  Office 
415  826-4223  Rental  Desk 


Competence  •  Enthusiasm  •  Service 


//lice's 

RESTAURANT 

Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

OPEN  FOR  LUNCH  AND  DINNER 
Serving  a  Complete  Chinese  Menu 
The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine! 

Take-out  Available 
WE 


Open  for  Lunch: 

Monday  -  Friday 
llam-3pm 
Serving  Dinner: 

Monday  -Thursday 
llam-9:15pm 
Friday-Saturday  llam-10  pm 
Sunday  12  noon-9:15pm 


Noe  Valley 
1599  Sanchez  Street 
(at  29th  Street) 
282-8999 
Newly  Remodeled 
Glass  Decor 
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on  the  range 


Nutritious  Contemporary  Home  Cooking 

•  •  •  Delivered!  •  •  • 

PHONE  FOR  A  NEW  MENU: 
333-1787 
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GIFT  CERTIFICATES 


Feed  Your  Friends  and  Family 

Home  on  the  Range  gift  certificates  are  available 
and  can  really  make  someone's  day! 

They're  perfect  for  new  mothers,  patients  and  home  remodelers. 
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BURRITOS  •  TACOS  •  ENCHILADAS 


A  Small  Village  flourishes  inside  a  painted  window  frame  on  Sanchez  Street. 
Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


DOWNTOWN  NOE  VALLEY 


Linda  E  Goodrich,  R.N.  P.H.N. 

Public  Health  Nurse  Counselor 

Breakthrough  Workshops 

End  Compulsive  Eating  &  Dieting 
&  Build  Self-Esteem 
(4 1 5)  239-4464  San  Francisco 


Frankel  Bros.  Hemp  Outfitters 

Offering  a  selection  of  the  finest  hemp  and  organic 
cotton  clothing,  accessories,  books,  specialty  items 
and  body  care  products. 

We  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  submitted  names  for  our  store. 
Some  of  our  favorites  were  The  Cotton  Garden,  Hempossible  Dream, 
and  The  Noe  Valley  Hemporium.  We  have  decided  to  stay  with  our 
original  name  abbreviated  to  FBHO,  but  are  grateful  for  your  assistance 
in  helping  us  find  our  store's  identity.  We  will  raffle  a  $50.00  gift 
certificate  among  those  people  who  submitted  names. 

Tel  648-HEMP 
Fax  648-4530 
info@frankelbros.com 
3817  24th  Street,  SF,  CA  94114 


Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendix 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

$4795 


Front  or  rear 
Pads  &  shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 .  Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

*  Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


CLUTCH 

Special  from 

$24795 

Guaranteed 
2  yr.,20,000  miles  on  parts 
7  yr.,  12,000  miles  on  labor 

•  Front  wheel  drive  included 
New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

•  Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 .  Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 


Discount  Brake  &  Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th) 
431-3700  M-F  7:30  -  7:00  •  SAT  8:00  -  6:00 

Must  present  ad  when  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  warranty  details.  Most  cars  and  light  trucks.  Metallic  pads  extra.  We  do  not 
pay  our  employees  commissions.  Sometimes  additional  parts  and  labor  may  be  needed  to  complete  the  repair  properly.  Cost  may 
be  substantial.  We  perform  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price. 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


*165 


0  +7 
for  cert 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  tha 
ours  bv  S2.00 


FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
WHEN  WORKJS  DONE  HERE.  _ 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER 

•  Up  to  5  quarts 
•  Replace  Oil  Filter 
Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels  * 


ST  095 

■ 


1 


$ 


TUNE  UP 

*795 

^  M  4  cyl. 


&  SERVICE 

47.95  6  cyl. 

57.95  8  cyl. 


1 


2 


Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3  Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  &  8-5 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  &  SAT  8-5 
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vA  CASOyy. 


TAQUERIA 


Serving 

Fresh  •  Fast  •  Fantastic 

MEXICAN  FOOD 


In  the  Heart  of 

NOE  VALLEY 


Open  Everyday  11  am  -  10  pm 
3917  24th  Street  at  Sanchez  •  648-0477 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Amnesty  International  Group  80 

Contact:  Lauren  Fondahl,  587-7299 
Mailing  Address:  562  Bright  St.,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94132 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  month,  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
E-mail:  capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center, 

100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community  Association 

Contact:  Robert  Dockendorff,  826-3867 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month, 

7:30  p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Bimonthly;  membership  meetings 

semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  New  burg  Association  (DNA) 

Contact:  Evelyn  Martin,  826-6734, 

Keith  Eickman,  282-8988, 

Dennis  Downing,  647-0937,  or 
Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  month,  Noe 

Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 
Contact:  Paul  Nixon,  647-5183 
Mailing  Address:  163  Fair  Oaks  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Fairmount  Neighborhood  Association 
Contact:  Susan  Nutter,  285-8484 
Mailing  Address:  78  Harper  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically  at  Upper  Noe 

Rec  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez,  7  p.m. 


Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

Contact:  Cecile  Lozano,  695-9502 
Mailing  Address:  327  Jersey  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  month, 

Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:45  p.m. 

La  Leche  League  of  San  Francisco 

Contact:  Susan  Condon,  282-7816 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460566, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94146-0566 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  month,  Upper 
Noe  Rec  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez,  12:15  p.m. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  Barbara  Russell,  v.p.,  285-4782; 
John  Barbey,  pres.,  695-0990; 

Mailing  Address:  3288  21st  St.,  Box  44, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  At  least  quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Dave  Monks,  821-4087 

Mailing  Address:  1652  Dolores  St.  #6, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  Second  Wednesday  of  month,  Noe 

Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association 

Contact:  Robert  Roddick,  pres.,  641-8692 
Mailing  Address:  Robert  T.  Roddick,  Noe 
Valley  Law  Offices,  P.O.  Box  460574, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114-6003 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  month.  Bank 
of  America,  24th  &  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Senior  Center 

Call  648-1030  for  lunch  reservations. 

Mailing  Address:  1021  Sanchez  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Lunch,  Mon.  -  Fri.  (donation 
$1.50),12:30  p.m.  Discussion,  arts  and 
crafts,  Wed.  &  Fri,  10:30  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  San-chez  St. 
Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  First  Monday  of  month, 

St.  Paul’s  Church  cafeteria,  3  p.m. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Janice  Gendreau,  641-5989 
Mailing  Address:  403  28th  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Every  other  month,  Upper  Noe 

Rec  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez.  Call  for  specifics. 


The  City's  first  choice  for  sushi  and  Japanese  dining 


5  m  Hama  no  Siuhi 

"j  Wj  SUSHI  BAR  AND  JAPANESE  RESTAURANT 


Our  sushi  bar  offers  the  greatest  selection 
of  the  freshest  sushi  in  town 


Open  7  days  a  week 

1332  Castro  Street  (at  24th  Street) 

826-0825 
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Just  For  Fun  (Sc  GA  •nbbkJooJlcs 

3982  -  24th  Street 
<San  Francisco,  California  94114 
(415)  285-4068 


What’s  your  most  critical 
financial  need? 


•  College  saving? 

•  Selecting  investments? 

•  Saving  for  retirement  ? 

•  Mortgages  and  credit? 

•  Cutting  taxes? 

•  Protecting  your  family’s  assets? 

Whatever  your  age  or  financial  need,  Merrill  Lynch  has  more  ways  to 
make  your  financial  plan  work  for  you  than  any  other  firm.  One  of  our 
Financial  Consultants  can  help  you  develop  an  individualized  financial  plan 
and  specific  strategies  appropriate  for  your  needs,  asset  level  and  risk 
profile.  If  you’re  concerned  about  your  financial  future,  call  one  of  the 
numbers  below  for  more  information  on  achieving  your  financial  goals. 
Because  the  difference  is  planning. 

The  difference  is  Merrill  Lynch. 

415-642-0762  or  1-800-234-3858 

Attn:  Chris  Young 

Merrill  Lynch 

A  tradition  of  trust. 

©  1996  Merrill  Lynch,  Pierre,  Fcseer&C Smith  Incorporated  Messer  SIPC. 


555  CASTRO  ST. 


861-5200 
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SWATDEE 

Thai  Cuisine 


Celebrating  10  wonderful  years  in  Noe  Valley! 

Specializing  in  CURRY  •  Take-out  menu  available 
Ask  about  our  Daily  Specials  •  Serving  Lunch  &  Dinner 

4 1 66  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond) 

Open  for  Lunch  10:30-4  •  Monday  thru  Saturday 
Dinner  4-10  Monday  thru  Saturday  •  Sunday,  Dinner  Only  4:30-10 

824-8070 


ANNIVERSARY  SPECIAL 

1 5%  OFF  your  entire  bill 

expires  Drinks 

5/3U97  with  this  ad  Included! 


We  Use 


4077  -  24th  St.  (Next  to  Post  Office)  SF,  CA  94114 

Tel.  (415)  824-7318  •  Fax  (415)  824-0848 

_  •  Color  Film  Processing  - 1  Hour  Service 

Color  Enlargement,  Family  Portrait 
Copy  Old  Photo,  Wedding  Photography 
Passport,  Green  Card  and  Visa  Photos 
Print  from  Slides  and  Negatives 


Black  &  White  Development 
Keys  Made  •  Fax  Service 
Photo  Mugs  •  Photo  Tee  Shirts 


PAPER 


% 


Open 

Monday  to  Friday  9:00  am  -  6:30  pm 
Saturday:  10:00  am  -  6:30  pm  •  Sunday:  10:00  am  -  5:00  pm 

CONVENIENT  24  HOURS  FILM  BOX 
AT  THE  FRONT  DOOR 


✓ 


Cindy  Piva  6-18-5 161 

The  epecialiet  in  healthy  hand e  and  feet. 

Come  in  and  enjoy  a  relaxing,  soothing  and 
healing  manicure  or  pedicure.  Consultations 
on  hand  and  foot  care  are  complementary. 

1401  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

in  Mylene  3  Full  Service  Salon 


V  •WfrieA’ 

%,  K  ^ 


Eetate  Jewelry,  Watchee,  Fine  Art 
Antique e  e3  Collectible e 


3870  24th  Street 
415.648.3307 
pager:  415.809.6300 


We  Buy 
High  Grade 

cn  Watches  &  Jewelry 


Fine  Watch  ed  Jewelry  Repair 
Engraving,  Watch  Batteries  ed  Bande 


at  ThelGood  IT 


Organic  Valley 

Cream  Cheese  or 
Neufchatel  Cheese 

8  02.  -reg  2.39 

Willow  Run 
Soy  Margarine 

16  oz.  reg  1.89 


$3.29 


Fantastic  Foods 

Nature's  Burger 

16  02.  -reg  3.99 

Shelton's 

Turkey  Franks 


Kashi 

Chocolate  Pillows 

7  whole  grains  &  sesame 
11  02.  -reg  3.65 

$2.99 


$2.29 


$1.85 


$2.45 


$1.39  c , 


Garden  of  Eatin 

Organic  Sesame  Blues  Chips 
Organic  Black  Bean  Chili  Chips 

8  oz.  reg  2.35  yp 

Blue  Sky 
Natural  Soda 


Hain 

Graham  Crackers 

all  varieties 

vanilla  -  chocolate  -  honey 
16  02.  reg  2.99 


Muir  Glen 

Organic  Ketchup 

spicy  or  regular  . 

$1.85 

Sale  Prices  effective 
May  6  -  May  27,  1997 


all  flavors 
6  Pack  Only 
6x12  02.  -reg  2.79 
+CRV 

$2.39 

Cascadian  Farms 

Organic  Ice  Cream 

all  varieties 
16  02.  -reg  3.19 

$2.69 

Store  Hours 


Sierra  Nevada 

Mustards 

Pale  Ale  b  Honey  -  Porter  &  Spicy  - 
Stout  &  Stoneground 

8  oz.  -reg  2.75  $2.29 

Ik  Ik  I'NAXUFsAL 

INI  \J  VALUE 

▼TTTTTTTVTT 


Pacific  Foods 

Kid's  Cups 

Chicken  Hoodie  -  Macaroni  & 
Cheese  -  Sketti  Rounds 
all  varie  ies  89 e  each 

3  for  $2.59 


Natural  Value 
Canola  Oil 

24  02.  -reg  2.19 

$1.69 


Upcountiy 

Pancake  Mixes  $2.59 

all  varieties  except  blueberry 
16  02.  -reg  3.29 

Blueberry  qq 

16  oz. -reg  3.99 

Maple  Syrup 

Dark  Amber  -  Grade  A 
8.5  02.  -reg  3.99 


Lundberg  White  Brown 

Ar^°ri°Rice  $2.79  $1.99 


•colo9icolly  sof« 


Monday  -  Saturday 
9:00  am  -  8:00  pm 
Sundays 

10:00  am  -  6:00  pm 


$2.99 


We  Accept 


Free  Parking 

Across  the  Street 

In  our  Very  Own 

Parking  Lot ! 

ATM  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Cash  &  Checks 
Food  Stamps 


ATM 


ECOYER 

Ecover 

Laundry  Powder 

3  lb.  -reg  5.99  $4.99 


Non-Chlorine  Liquid  Bleach 

53  02.  -reg  3.99  $2.99 


Check  our  Ongoing 
Vitamin  Specials 


NATURE'S  LIFE 


GR 


*  448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94110 
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QUAKEBUSTERS 


We're  Okay,  But  Are  They  Okay?  Even  though  Noe  Valley  has  been  declared  an 
earthquake -free  zone,  there  are  still  those  other  neighborhoods  to  worry  about.  And  in  the 
event  of  a  shaker,  you  might  need  one  or  more  of  these  items — to  help  us  all  survive. 


A  Fire  Extinguisher 

Your  fire  extinguisher 
should  be  suitable 
for  all  types  of  fires 
and  should  be  easily 
accessible. 


Water,  Disinfectant 

Store  several  gallons 
of  water  for  each 
person,  plus  a 
disinfectant  like 
chlorine  bleach  to 
purify  it. 


Blankets,  Clothing 

Extra  blankets 
and  clothing  may  be 
necessary  to  keep 
warm,  and  a  sturdy 
pair  of  shoes  is 
always  a  plus. 


Radio  and  Batteries 

Transistor  radios 
will  be  useful  for 
receiving  emergency 
broadcasts  and 
current  disaster 
information . 


Dry  or  Canned 
Food,  Money 

Store  a  week’s 
supply  of  food  for 
each  person.  Also, 
stash  some  cash  and 
some  quarters  for 
the  pay  phones. 


Cooking  Source 

Store  barbecue, 
charcoal,  starter,  and 
matches,  in  case 
the  city’s  utilities 
are  out  of  service. 


ILLUSTRATIONS  BY  KAROL  BARSKE. 


ANTIQUES  &  TEA  ROOM 

Treat  Mom  to  Something  Special! 

High  Tea  at  Lovejoy's  on  Mother's  Day 

■  Open  10-8  May  11 

1195  Church  Street,  San  Francisco  415  648-5895 
Tues-Fri  10:30-7:00  Sat-Sun  10:00-7:00  Closed  Monday 

M  &  M’s  EXCHANGE 

FINE  ANTIQUES  &  QDAIITY  USED  FURNITURE 

4b  4*  4* 

WE  PURCHASE  FOR  CASH 

SINGLE  ITEMS  OR  COMPLETE  ESTATES 

BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE 

Comer  of  23rd  Street  &  Sanchez  642-0333 


YOUR  FIRST  VISIT 

(WITH  THIS  COUPON) 


~1 

I 


Shiatsu/ S  wedish  *  Deep  Tissue 
Call  for  an  appointment  today 


August  Moon  Massage 

Jana  Hutcheson 
Certified  Massage  Therapist 


626  Cortland  Ave.  | 

(415)  647-7517  I 

_ I 


(SAVOR) 

Neighborhood  Restaurant  and  Creperie 

A  great  place  for  homemade  food. 

All  our  breads,  scones,  muffins  and  jams  are  made  on  the  premises. 

Serving  breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner.  Menu  available  all  day. 

@  @  @  @ 

SPECIALIZING  IN  CALIFORNIA  CREPES 

*  SAN  FRANCISCO  CREPE:  Smoked  Salmon,  Capers,  Spinach,  with  Onions,  Dijon 
and  Havarti  Cheese  *  MILANO:  C/rilled  Eggplant,  Artichoke  Hearts,  Roasted  Peppers 
and  Qarlic,  Provolone  Cheese,  Topped  with  Marinara  Sauce  *  PLUS  MANY  MORE! 

@  @  @  @  @ 

CHILDREN  S  MENU  AVAILABLE 

Enjoy  a  glass  of  wine  or  beer  or  a  cold  drink  on  our  outdoor  patio  in  the  Noe  Valley  Mall. 

SEATING  OVER  90 

*  OPEN  7  DAYS:  7:30  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m.  Monday-Saturday  *  7:30  a.m.  - 10:00  p.m.  Sunday  * 

3913  24th  Street  (near  Sanchez)  •  282-0344 
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ABOVE  AND  BEYOND  TOURS 


Europe  four  liy 

Choose  from  20  Group  Departures  or 
custom  design  your  dream  vacation! 


Gay  Games  Amsterdam 

August  1  thru  8,  1998 


YANKEE 

CLIPPER 

TRAVEL 


the  BEEN  there,  D  ONE  IT  people ! 


Castro  Noe  Valley  Los  Gatos 


(insiilc  Rainbow  Wiivlrss)  (IoitihtIn  l  iiiUlolw*  Time  Travel) 

4iv.241.7080  4iv.647.4304  4ti8.354.6400 


AIIMAKOPOULOJ 


MORE  THAN 
CREAT 

CREEK  FOOD! 

LUNCH 
MON.  -  FRI. 
11:30  -  5:00 
DINNER 
MON.  -  SUN. 
5:00  -  10:00 

288  CONNECTICUT 
AT  1  8  T  H  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO  CA 
415*552*8789 


RESTAURANT 

HUNAN  AND  MANDARIN  STYLE 

Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner  it  Serving  a  Full-range  Chinese  Menu 
Take-out  Available  it  We  use  no  MSG 

Lunch  entrees  from  $3.95  served  with  soup  and  rice 

Open  for  Lunch  Monday  -  Saturday  11-3 

Serving  Dinner  Monday  -  Thursday  11  -9:15 
Friday  -  Saturday  11-10 
Sunday  12:30-9:15 

1500  Church  Street  (at  27th)  f  282-0919 


Best  Kept  Secret ... 

“Where  Culture  and  Hair 
Come  Together!” 

MENU 

Custom  Blend  Color  ~  Hilites; 
Glossing  ~  Contrasting 
Perms,  Relaxers,  Bodywaves,  Spiral 
The  Deepest  Conditioning! 

Flat  out/Silky-soft  Straight  Blowdrys 
Styling  ~  Sets  ~  Waves 
Free  Consultations  ~  Free  Samples 

FRAMESI  KMS  REDKEN  SCHWARZKOPF  SEBASTIAN 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 
1599  Dolores  St.  (at  29th  St.) 

Call  HAIRPLAY  HOTLINE 

415-550-1656 


ZEPHYR 


The  sales  leader  in  San  Francisco's  hottest 

neighborhoods,  including...  Noe  Valley,  Upper  Market 
Eureka  Valley,  Glen  Park,  Bernal  Heights,  Potrero  Hill, 

Haight  Ashbury,  Buena  Vista,  Duboce  Triangle, 

Clarendon  Heights,  Twin  Peaks,  and  South  of  Market 
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ZEPHYR 


’Number  of  buyers  and  sellers  represented  in  1996  in  the  areas  mentioned  above.  Based  on  information  from  the  Greater  San  Francisco  Association  of  Realtors®.  Multiple 
Listing  Service  (MLS)  data  tor  districts  5  &  9  for  the  period  1/1/96  through  12/31/96. 


4200  17th  Street.  San  Francisco,  CA  94114,  552-9500  /  4040  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114,  695-7707 


Florences 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


Days  I  Like  to 
Remember 

Last  month  as  we  watched  televi¬ 
sion,  a  smile  that  we  had  not  seen 
for  20  years  flashed  onto  the  screen.  It 
belonged  to  one  of  the  little  boys,  now 
grown  up,  who  was  in  our  son  Eric’s 
class  at  the  old  Edison  Grammar  School 
on  Chattanooga  Street. 

It  pleases  us  to  be  able  to  relate 
that  the  little  boy,  Emil  Guillermo, 
grew  up  to  be  a  television  news 
reporter.  A  Filipino- American  journalist 
with  a  Democratic  viewpoint,  Emil 
writes  syndicated  columns  that  some¬ 
times  appear  on  the  editorial  page  of 
the  San  Francisco  Chronicle. 

Emil  was  only  one  of  the  bright  and 
energetic  children  who  came  to  play 
with  our  son  when  school  was  out. 
Sometimes  five  or  six  kids  would  come 
tramping  up  the  steep  hill  on  21st  Street 
and  then  collapse,  exhausted,  in  a 
panting  “dog  pile”  on  our  rug. 

They  had  the  back  yard  to  play  in 
and  often  built  forts  with  the  odd  pieces 
of  wood  that  my  contractor  father 
brought  over.  On  other  days  they 
watched  their  favorite  television  pro¬ 
grams  on  the  sofa  in  the  living  room, 
and  I  sketched  them  whenever  they 
stayed  still  long  enough. 

I  did  finish  a  drawing  one  day  in 
1969 — July  20,  in  fact — when  three 
of  them  sat  riveted  to  the  TV,  watching 
the  Apollo  spacecraft  land  a  man  on 
the  moon!  But  most  of  the  sketches 
remained  unfinished,  because  they  were 
an  active  lot — a  bouncing,  busy,  bunch 
of  little  boys. 

For  energy  replenishment,  there  was 
always  a  canister  of  oatmeal  cookies, 
which  I  had  baked  and  laced  with 
wheat  germ.  The  cookie  jar  resided  on 
a  shelf  over  the  stove,  at  just  the  right 
height  for  little  hands  to  reach  into  as 
needed. 

One  of  the  young  gentlemen,  8-year- 
old  Kerry  Jones,  lived  close  by,  so  he 
and  Eric  spent  many  hours  together 
either  at  his  house  or  ours.  I  think  of 
Kerry  every  St.  Patrick’s  Day,  because  I 
once  asked  him  to  have  dinner  with  us 
then.  Checking  to  make  sure  that  he 
would  enjoy  the  meal,  I  asked  if  he 
liked  corned  beef  and  cabbage.  He  said 
that  he  did,  but  when  he  sat  down  to 


These  two  were  schoolmates 
throughout  their  grammar,  middle,  and 
high  school  years.  After  graduating, 
they  both  gravitated  toward  the  printing 
trade.  Walter  became  the  pressman  for 
the  Russian  Life  Daily,  a  newspaper 
printed  at  the  Russian  Center  on  Sutter 
Street  and  distributed  across  the  conti¬ 
nent.  When  he  needed  help  getting  the 
edition  out  on  the  center’s  big  antiquat¬ 
ed  press,  he  asked  Eric  if  he  would  like 
to  join  him,  and,  of  course,  Eric  said, 
“Da.”  They  continued  working  together 
for  several  years  until  the  clanking  old 
press  had  to  be  replaced  by  a  newer, 
phototypesetting  machine  and  processor. 

Of  all  the  little  boys  we  became 
acquainted  with,  Walter  is  the  only  one 
who  still  keeps  in  touch.  Last  year 
when  he  dropped  in  to  visit,  it  was  just 
like  old  times.  He  walked  over  to  the 
canister  on  the  shelf,  looked  in,  found  it 
empty,  and  with  mock  indignation 
asked,  “Where  are  the  cookies?” 

Now  that  the  boys  are  grown  and  the 
demand  for  cookies  has  declined,  I 
rarely  bake  them.  But  whenever  I  do,  I 
remember  those  delightful  little  kids!  □ 


Back  in  the  ’60s,  7-year-old  Melanie  was  a  welcome  visitor  at  Florence  and  Leo’s  house, 
even  when  she  came  dressed  as  the  Abominable  Snowman.  Photo  by  Leo  Holub 


dinner,  he  looked  at  his  plate  hesitantly 
and  asked,  “Where’s  the  com?” 


There  were  no  little  girls  on  our 
block,  except  for  Kerry’s  sister 
Melanie.  She  was  only  a  year  younger 
than  he  was,  so  she  began  to  tag  along 
on  his  visits  to  our  home.  Since  at  that 
stage  Melanie’s  interests  were  not  those 
of  the  boys,  she  followed  me  around  the 
house  chatting  as  I  attended  to  my  chores. 

One  day  as  I  was  going  through 
some  old  photographs,  she  wanted  to 
know  who  the  bride  was  in  one  of  the 
photos.  I  held  the  picture  of  the  young 
face  next  to  my  seasoned  face  and  wait¬ 
ed  for  her  to  recognize  me.  When  she 
did,  she  responded  sincerely,  “I  like  you 
better  with  wrinkles  all  over  your  face.” 

Melanie  was  delightful  company  and 
a  real  charmer!  One  afternoon  I  heard 
her  on  our  front  stairs  talking  to  an 
unhappy  lad  who  was  obviously  smit¬ 
ten.  He  had  followed  her  from  school 
and  seemed  to  be,  as  a  last  resort,  trying 
to  win  her  affection  with  money — a 
dime,  to  be  exact.  But  she  only  shook 
her  head  back  and  forth  again  and  again 
while  trying  to  escape  him.  At  some 
point  he  must  have  threatened  to  end 
his  own  life,  because  she  turned,  put 
her  hands  on  her  hips,  and,  looking  him 
straight  in  the  eye,  said  firmly,  “I’m 
sorry  I  can’t  take  your  allowance.  But  I 
don’t  want  you  to  kill  yourself.” 

I  thought  this  7-year-old  little  lady 
handled  the  situation  nobly.  She 


showed  just  enough  concern  to  placate 
her  admirer,  but  not  enough  to  encour¬ 
age  his  suit.  Dejected  and  rejected,  her 
Romeo  turned  slowly  and  walked  away, 
never  to  darken  our  doorstep  again. 

On  another  afternoon,  a  strange  crea¬ 
ture  who  had  the  body  of  a  little  girl  but 
the  large  hairy  head  and  bulbous  nose 
of  Yeti,  the  Abominable  Snowman, 
arrived  at  our  front  door.  Naturally,  we 
ushered  the  furry  visitor  right  in. 
Melanie  was  wearing  what  might  have 
been  a  genuine  Tibetan  ceremonial 
mask,  and  she  was  so  pleased  with  our 
warm  response  that  she  struck  a  grace¬ 
ful  pose  for  Leo  to  capture  on  film. 

When  Kerry  and  Melanie’s  mother 
remarried,  the  family  moved  to  a  home 
in  the  country,  and,  regretfully,  we  lost 
track  of  them.  Most  of  the  other  chil¬ 
dren  have  also  moved  away,  with  the 
exception  of  Walter  (Vladimir  in 
Russian)  Merkuloff,  who  still  lives  in 
Noe  Valley  near  30th  Street. 

Walter  is  Eric’s  oldest  and  closest 
friend.  He  grew  up  on  20th  Street,  in  a 
house  that  also  welcomed  the  little  ones 
in  the  neighborhood.  His  family  often 
treated  the  kids  to  snacks  such  as 
piroshki — delicious  Russian  pastries 
filled  with  meat,  cheese,  or  potatoes. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  Walter,  who 
was  bilingual,  might  teach  our  Eric  to 
speak  Russian.  When  I  suggested  this, 
Walter  looked  surprised  and  said,  “He 
already  knows  how,  don’t  you,  Eric?” 
Our  son  quickly  answered,  “Da." 


I  normally  write 

a  column  in  the  Voice,  but  I  took  out  this 
ad  in  my  capacity  as  a  frustrated  citizen 
who  often  finds  Golden  Gate  Park  cor¬ 
doned  off.  For  many  people,  the  Sunday 
closures  to  vehicular  traffic  discourage — 
and  even  deny — access  to  our  most  vital 
and  popular  cultural  institutions.  Now 
that  the  city  is  considering  further  limits 
on  cars  in  the  park,  it  will  be  even  harder 
to  visit  the  sights  around  the  Music  Con¬ 
course — specifically,  the  Tea  Garden,  the 
de  Young  Museum,  and  the  Academy 
of  Sciences. 

I  want  to  urge  everyone  who  shares  my 
feelings  to  speak  out  at  a  Planning 
Commission  hearing  May  22. 

You  can  also  write  a  letter,  or  sign  and 
mail  the  coupon  below. 

Thank  you  for  your  support. 

Florence  Holub 


To:  San  Francisco  Planning  Commission 
1660  Mission  Street,  5th  Floor 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

Please  Keep  JFK  Drive 
Open  at  All  Times! 

(at  least  to  9th  Avenue) 


Please  Keep  Concourse 
Entrances  Open  at  All  Times!  | 

(between  8th  and  9th  avenues) 
Respectfully  yours. 

Name 


Did  You  Know? 


iteel  is  America’s  most  recycled  material!  More : 
,  is  recycled  annually  than  glass,  paper,  plastic, 

*  aluminum  and  other  metals  combined! 

•  What  we  commonly  call  tin  cans  are  actually 
steel  cans  coated  with  a  thin  layer  of  tin. 

•  San  Francisco  residents  recycled  more  than 
2  million  pounds  of  steel  cans  last  year. 

•  Residents  are  currently  recycling  only 
1  out  of  every  5  cans. 

•  Rinsed  steel  cans  are  easy  to  recycle. 

They  don’t  need  to  be  flattened 
and  you  don’t  have  to  remove  labels. 

Recycle  your  steel  cans! 

Use  your  curbside  blue  bin  or  your  blue 

apartment  recycling  bin.  For  more 

recycling  information,  call  the 

San  Francisco  Recycling  Program 
Hotline  at  554-RECYcle. 


he  Healthy  Approach  to  Weight  Loss 


FREE  MEMBERSHIP 

Regular  Value  $49 


OFFER  EXPIRES  3/31/97 
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General  Dentistry 

for  Adults  and  Children 

Cosmetic  Dentistry 
Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments 
Insurance  Plans  Welcomed 

Sylvia  Jimenez,  d.d.s.  Cynthia  Tong,  d.d.s.  Steven  Czekala,  d.d.s. 

4162  24th  Street  647-6000 


VA ligy 

.  e*  PIZZA*)  . 


Delivery  &  Pickup  647-1664 
3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  San  Francisco 


Every  disposable  diaper 
ever  used  by  every  baby 
in  the  world  since  the 
very  first  one  was  ever 
sold  (1963)  still  exists 
somewhere  on  this 
planet.  That's  something 
to  think  about. 


Dy*Dee  Wash  supplies 
soft  natural  cotton 
diapers  —  comfortable, 
affordable,  reusable/ 
recyclable  for  your  baby 
and  your  baby's  future. 


761-4445 


Cotton  Diaper  Service 


DY*DEE 

WASH 


1298  Church  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

642-1556 
or  282-8445 

9  am- 6  pm 
Monday- Saturday 

Closed  Sunday 

Come  see 

Jerry,  Stephanie  &  Mike 


Now  under  new  ownership 


Noe  Valley  Tien  Fu 

BAR  &  RESTAURANT 


Delicious  Chinese  Specialties 
Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 

Take  Out  &  Free  Delivery  Available 

OPEN  DAILY,  11  AM- 11  PM 
3945  24th  Street  282-9502  •  282-6688 
Across  from  Bell  Market 


It's  Her  Special  Day 


Send  the  FTD®  Loving 
Thoughts™  Bouquet 
for  Mother's  Day, 

May  11 

For  all  she's  done  ... 
for  all  she  is  ... 
show  her  she's  always 
in  your  thoughts. 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


HURRY 

BEFORE  IT  MELTS! 

More  than  34 
euphoric 
flavors  of 
Ice  Cream, 
Low  Fat  &> 
No  Fat 
Frozen 
Yogurts 
Sorbet. 

'•sundaes  ‘shakes  *ice 
,  'cream  d?  frozen  yogurt 
'cakes  *fresh  waffle  cones 

BEK&JERMft 

VERMONT'S  FINEST  •  ICE  CREAM  8?  FROZEN  YOGURT. 

451  Castro  Street 
252-8181 

A  non-profit  partnership 
providing  jobs  for  youth. 
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Four  Years  Ago,  Jackson  Nasr,  who  was  then  I,  came  to  Noe  Valley  to  visit  his  uncle  Joe,  who  couldn’t  resist  getting  behind  the  camera  for  a  few  closeups.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


Free  Massage 
for  Moms 

Treat  yourself  to  a  free  Back  & 

Neck  Chair  Massage  by 

Noe  Valley  masseuse  Krista  Wathne, 

and  sponsored  by  Small  Frys. 

Mothers '  Day, 

Sunday  May  11  from  12-3 pm. 

SMALL  FRYS 


4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 
Children'  s  sizes  0  to  7.  Open  7  days  a  week. 
We  ship  via  UPS.  (415)  648-3954 


,fC  st'^J  Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

^  Herb’s  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  826-8937  or  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  am-3:00  pm 
Saturday  &  Sunday  7  am-4pm 

SINCE  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


Founded  in  1983  and  newly  established 
as  a  nonprofit,  Childrens  Day  School 
(CDS)  is  an  outstanding  preschool 
with  an  expanding  elementary  program. 
triclF  We  will  add  third,  fourth  and  fifth  grades 

•  lb*  t*  —“I  lti  consecutively,  beginning  September  1997. 

NEW  Children’s  Day  School! 

Our  campus  is  located  on  a  sunny  acre 
across  from  Mission  Dolores.  The 
curriculum  is  built  around  an  innovative 
farm  and  garden  program,  a  vibrant 
multimedia  art  program  and  an  abundance 
of  music  and  movement.  Emphasis  is 
placed  on  development  of  the  whole  child 
through  an  integrated  hands  on  approach. 

We  are  now  accepting  applications 
for  September  1997  enrollment  of  children 
ages  27  months  through  3rd  grade.  To 
arrange  a  tour  of  our  campus  or  to  receive  a 
copy  of  our  curriculum  framework  and 
application  packet,  please  call  41 5-86 1  -5432. 


Extended  care  is  available. 


\L*f 


Children’s  Day  School 

333  Dolores  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
ph  4 1 5-86 1  -5432  •  fx  4 1 5-86 1-5419 

license  #  384000199 
CDS  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race, 
color,  nationality  or  ethnic  origin. 
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CHILDRENS 

DAY 

SCHOOL 


Is  your  Child’s 

Hyperactivity 

Caused  From 
A  Lack  of 
Minerals? 


A.D.D.  means 
Algae 
Deficient 
Diet 


Call 

(800)  765-4332 
For  Safe 

Organic  Answers 


“  Experience  ...when  you  need  it." 

When  it  is  finally  time  to  buy  or  sell  your  largest  investment, 
you  need  someone  with  experience.  Bill  Flanigan  has  been  in  the 
real  estate  industry  for  more  than  10  years,  providing  exceptional 
service  to  his  clients. 

His  knowledge  and  expertise  will  help  you  make  wise 
decisions  that  represent  your  best  interests.  Call  today  for  a 
consultation  with  no  cost  or  obligation. 


Bill  Flanigan 

(415)  695-0552  xt  228 
(415)  641-8380 

Zephyr  Real  Estate  and 

Investments 

4040  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


E 

WHEN  YOU 


XPERIENCE 

NEED  IT 


4  Weeks  tor  $25 

(new  students  only) 

Edison  School,  22nd  &  Dolores 
M  6pm,  TuTTh  5:30  &  6:45pm,  W  6:30  pm,  Sat  9  &  10:15am 

For  more  info  call  415  675-0409  or  1-800  FIT  IS  IT 


38  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  May  1997 


Kids  All  Around 

FAMILY  DAY  CARE 


9 

Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 


Portraits  by  local  artist 

James  J.  Gleeson 

824-2489 

[  water  color  and  oil  ] 


Live  Oak  School 

Summer 


Araceli  “Chely"  Lozada,  director 
LICENSE  #  380506442 

•  Credentialed 

•  CPR  &  First  Aid  Certified 

•  Licensed 

•  FT  &  PT 

•  Nutritious  Meals 

•  2  Languages: 

English  &  Spanish 


824-2403 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well  being 
TXA 

41  5-643-3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,  ADTR  LCS  15026 


JUNE  23  TO 
AUGUST  1 


1  to  6  week  sign-up 
Art,  Crafts,  Sports,  Games, 
Science,  Nature,  Circus, 
Drama,  and  Video 
Extended  Care  hrs  included 
Summer  Program  Sam-3pm 
Extended  Care  3-6pm 


CALL  Elena  Valencia,  Dir. 

415.661.6340 
or  WRITE 
Live  Oak  School 
117  Diamond,  SF  94114 


CHILDREN’S  DAY  SCHOOL’S 
SUMMER  ARTS  PROGRAM 

•  Make  your  own  clock 

•  Sculpt  a  Garden  God 

•  Batik  a  Flag 

August  4  through  1 5  from  9:00-1 1 :30. 
Enrollment  Limited. Ages  5-10 
333  Dolores  St.  SF 

861-5432 


Katherine 

Michiels 

School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 

A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education,  creative  shared 
play,  and  structured  activities  —  an  active  school  experience  for 

growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  8  YEARS 

Infants-Preschool-Pre-K  •  Kindergarten-First  and  Second  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  am  to  6:00  pm  •  Evening  care  2:00  pm  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434  ext.  11 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


PERSONAL  MAILBOXES 


SECURE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONSISTENT 


SPECIAL  RENTAL  RATES* 

3  Months  (min.) 

6  Months 

12  Months 

Small 

$39 

$78 

$130 

Medium 

$54 

$108 

$180 

Large 

$84 

$168 

$280 

Services  Provided  with  Mail  Box  Rental: 

Use  of  street  address  •  UPS  and  other  carriers'  packages  received  for  you 
Call  in  mail  check  •  24-hour  access*  •  Mail  forwarding* 

A/fo-51  H/avoc  T7  Mon-Fri  8am-6pm  •  Sat  10am-5pm 

lVlClll  JDIJ XL  LC  •  (415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

4104-24th  Street  (at  Castro)  * Deposits  required  All  rates  subject  to  change  without  notice 


(  Thgflnimqj 


Pets  for  your  enjoyment, 
supplies  for  their  needs 

647-8755 

Easy  Parking  •  VISA  •  MasterCard 

4298  24th  Street  at  Douglass 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


UPS  &  FEDERAL  EXPRESS  AUTHORIZED  SHIPPING  OUTLET 
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MORE 

MOUTHS 

TO  FEED 

By  Maire  Farrington 


David  Robert  Hart 

When  David  Robert  Hart  was  bom — 
at  1:15  p.m.  on  Oct.  8, 1996 — his  siblings 
Hanna  Hart,  13,  and  Stephen  Hart,  11, 
gladly  missed  a  day  of  school  in  order  to 
greet  their  new  8-pound,  5-ounce  baby 
brother.  Grandmother  Maria  Frias  joined 
them  in  the  waiting  room  at  California  Pa¬ 
cific  Medical  Center  during  the  planned 
Cesarean  delivery. 

“My  mother  was  pretty  excited,  be¬ 
cause  I’m  an  only  child,”  says  David’s 
mom,  Rosa  Florez-Hart,  45.  “It  was  a  big 
surprise  after  so  many  years,”  she  says.  “I 
wasn’t  expecting  to  have  another  baby.  In 
fact,  I  thought  I  was  going  into  early 
menopause.  When  the  doctor  told  me  I 
was  pregnant,  I  couldn’t  believe  it.” 

“He  gets  lots  of  attention,”  says 
David’s  dad,  Michael  Hart,  41.  “There’s 
always  someone  around  to  entertain  him 
—  the  dog  [the  family’s  bearded  collie 
Charlie]  and  the  kids  and  Rosa  and  me.” 

Michael,  who  works  as  database  ad¬ 
ministrator  for  an  Internet  company,  hails 
from  the  Boston  area.  He  met  Rosa,  a  na¬ 
tive  San  Franciscan  who  works  as  a  so¬ 
cial  worker  for  the  city,  in  1976  while  rid¬ 
ing  a  bus  in  Boston.  “She  was  asking 
directions  from  me,  and  I  gave  her  some,” 
Michael  chuckles.  “I  got  her  home.  And 
I  asked  her  for  a  date.” 

The  two  eloped  to  Mexico  in  1980 
(“My  family  is  from  Mexico,  and  I  didn’t 
want  to  have  a  big  Mexican  wedding,” 
Rosa  says)  and  settled  into  their  home  on 
Cesar  Chavez  Street  in  1986. 
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Even  if  Charlie  the  dog  and  Birdy  the  bird  are  busy,  5-month-old  David  has  lots  of  family 
to  entertain  him:  there’s  Dad  and  Mom  — Michael  and  Rosa  Hart— sister  Hanna,  13,  and 
brother  Stephen,  1 1 .  And  Wormy  the  stuffed  animal.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


Brother  Stephen  likes  having  “some¬ 
body  that  I  can  teach  stuff  to.”  Sister 
Hanna  enjoys  shopping  for  David  at  the 
Baby  Gap.  She  is  also  counting  the  days 
until  she  can  teach  her  energetic  baby 
brother — who  has  already  mastered  the 
necessary  kicking  movements — to  swim. 

“He  throws  things,  bangs  things,  and 
punches  things,”  says  Rosa.  “He’s  al¬ 
ready  learned  to  sit  up,  and  he  hardly  ever 
topples  over.” 

David  also  enjoyed  the  action  at  a  San 
Jose  Sharks  game,  although,  says  Dad,  “he 
got  a  little  scared  when  the  fans  started 
cheering.”  But  that  didn’t  stop  him  from 
going  to  see  the  A’s  at  the  Oakland  Coli¬ 
seum.  And  during  a  family  trip  to  Incline 
Village,  David  went  right  up  to  the  top  of 


San  Francisco 
Waldorf  School 

Summer  Day  Camps 

for  ages  4-9 
June  23  -  August  1, 1997 


3  two-week  sessions 
$350-$400/session 

Serving  grades  K-8 
Our  kindergarten  program  begins  at 
age  4-1/2.  Please  call  for  a  summer 
camp  brochure,  information  on  the 
school  or  to  sign  up  for  a  tour. 

2938  Washington  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94115 
415-931-2750 


Wind  in  the  Willows 

would  like  to  acknowledge 
the  following  merchants 
&  organizations  for  their 
generous  donations  to  our 
1997 Silent  Auction. 

Tlmnk you  for 
helping  our  school 
continue  to  grow! 


WIND  IN  THE  WILLOWS 

a  non-profit preschool 

1444  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 


Accent  on  Flowers 

ACT 

Ali  Parker  Design 

Alice’s 

Allure 

Anchor  Brewing  Co. 
The  Animal  Company 
The  Ark 
ArtSmart 

Asian  Art  Museum 
Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 
B-Tech  Aquarium 
Baskin  Robbins 
Beyond  the  Sea 
California  Academy  of 
Sciences 

Cafe  for  All  Seasons 
Caruso  Wines 
Cheese  Company 
Chloe’s  Cafe 
Drs.  Hall  &  Chu 
Classy  Sweats 
Colorcrane 
Colorworks 
Common  Scents 
Courtyard  Cafe 
Cover  to  Cover 
A  Cut  Above  Castro 
Cybelle’s  Pizza 
Dimitras 
Do  Dah  Days 
Echo 

Eric's  Restaurant 
Exploratorium 
Firefly  Restaurant 
Garden  of  Tranquility 
Restaurant 


Geffen  Records 

Glad  Rags 

Glen  Park  Flower  Shop 
Global  Exchange 
Hahn’s  Hibachi 
Hayes  Street  Grill 
Holey  Bagel 
Holstein  Barbering 
Homes  of  Charm 
Howard  E.  Harrison 
Indigo  V. 

Isa’s  Hair  Salon 
Jim  and  Sons 
Joshua  Simon 
Juice  It 
Just  Film 
Just  for  Fun 
KFOG 

KITS-FM  Live  105 
Little  Bean  Sprouts 
Liza  A.  Loeffler  Photo 
Lovejoys 
Lyon's 

Martha  &  Bros. 

Mary’s  Exchange 
Men’s  Wearhouse 
Mia's  Flowers  &  Gifts 
Milano  Restaurant 
MikeyTom  Market 
Mystery  Book  Store 
National  Video 
Natural  Resources 
The  New  Lab 
Noe  Valley  Bakery 
Noe  Valley  Cyclery 
Nuts  About  You 
Oberzil  Design 


Out  of  Hand 

Pacific  Framing  Co. 
Panetti’s 

Paper  Plus  Outlet 
Peek-a-bootique 
Phoenix  Books 
Planters  Nursery 
Purely  Physical 
Rainbow  Grocery 
Rich's  Photo 
Rick's  Restaurant 
&  Bar 

The  Rooster 
San  Francisco 
Symphony 
San  Jose  Sharks 
Sea  Breeze  Cleaners 
San  Francisco  Giants 
San  Francisco  Opera 
Small  Fry's 
Spiazzo  Cafe 
Spindler  Photographic 
Services 
Supercuts 

Sylvia  Jimenez,  D.D.S. 
Tiffany’s  Fine  Wines 
&  Spirits 

Tom’s  Peasant  Pies 
Tuggey’s 
Twin  Peaks  Pizza 
Valentine’s 
Valley  Chiropractic 
Health  Center 
Video  Wave 
Virgin  Records 
What's  for  Dessert? 
The  Wooden  Heel 


the  slopes,  to  get  a  good  view  of  the  skiers. 

According  to  Mom,  David’s  favorite 
foods  are  sweet  potatoes  and  applesauce. 
And  sister  Hanna  is  hoping  he’ll  become 
a  vegetarian  like  she  is. 

The  family  agrees  that  David  is  a  happy 
guy,  and  they  have  a  lot  of  fun  making 
him  laugh.  “I  put  a  diaper  on  his  head  and 
take  it  off  really  fast,”  says  Stephen. 
Hanna  counts  out  loud  while  stepping 
closer  and  closer.  Grandmother  Maria 
makes  funny  faces. 

David  also  loves  being  serenaded,  and_ 
Hanna  and  Stephen  sing  duets  for  his  lis¬ 
tening  pleasure.  Rosa  says  that  when  she’s 
driving  the  kids’  carpool,  “the  whole  car- 
pool  will  sing  to  him.  I  expected  all  the  girls 
to  be  interested  in  David,”  she  adds,  “but 
I  was  surprised  that  all  these  10-  and  11- 


year-old  boys  compete  to  sit  next  to  him.” 

David  is  a  big  hit  on  24th  Street  too, 
maybe  because  “he’s  very  happy  and  al¬ 
ways  smiling,”  says  Michael.  It  helps  to 
have  four  new  teeth,  a  full  head  of  brown 
hair,  and  eyes  that  are  “gray,  green,  or  am¬ 
ber,  depending  on  what  he’s  wearing.” 

When  playmates  are  scarce,  David 
likes  to  sit  up  and  read  his  “squeaky” 
books.  In  fact,  he  likes  just  about  anything 
that  squeaks,  including  his  favorite  stuffed 
toy  Wormy,  as  well  as  the  family  para¬ 
keet,  Birdy.  Charlie  the  dog,  who  has  his 
own  set  of  squeaky  toys,  will  sometimes 
play  right  alongside  David  and  doesn’t 
seem  to  mind  the  tugging  on  his  ears  or 
even  a  stray  foot  in  his  mouth. 

Rosa  reflects  that  her  son’s  even  tem¬ 
perament  may  be  related  to  the  fact  that 
she’s  an  experienced  mom.  “People  ask 
me  if  it’s  my  first,  and  I  tell  them,  ‘No,  I 
have  a  13-  and  an  1 1 -year-old.’  And  then 
they  say,  ‘Is  it  another  marriage?’  They 
don ’t  expect  me  to  have  the  same  husband !  ” 

Michael  says  he’s  thrilled,  not  only  to 
be  that  same  husband,  but  “to  have  this 
chance  to  do  it  over  again.  We’ve  been 
told  that  when  you  have  a  child  this  late 
in  life,  that  child  tends  to  be  special,  and 
we’ve  found  this  to  be  true.  David’s  a  real 
special  little  guy.”  □ 

More  Mouths  to  Feed  wants 

to  show  off  your  newest  family  member. 
If  you  have  welcomed  a  baby  into  the 
house  or  just  adopted  a  teenager,  please 
send  your  announcement  to  The  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice,  More  Mouths,  1021  Sanchez 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Don’t  for¬ 
get  to  include  your  phone  number,  so  we 
can  arrange  for  the  family  portrait.  □ 


MAY  IS 

BETTER  HEARING  AND  SPEECH  MONTH 

By  12  months,  children  should  respond  to  simple  requests  and 
follow  simple  directions. 

By  18  months,  children  should  be  using  words,  and  by  age  two, 
two-word  sentences. 

A  child  of  three  may  make  errors  on  individual  sounds,  but  can 
usually  be  understood  without  difficulty. 

If  a  child  is  not  talking  like  other  children  the 
same  age,  he  or  she  should  be  evaluated  by  a 
speech-language  pathologist. 

If  a  child  does  not  respond  to  sounds  in  the 
environment  or  to  speech,  hearing  should  be 
evaluated  by  an  audiologist. 


Barbara  K.  Rockman,  Ph.D. 

Speech-Language  Pathologist 
Communication  is  the  key  363  Jersey  St.  •  415-550-8255 


ADVENTURE 
THROUGH  THE 
SUMMER  WITH 
WILD  PLANET 
TOYS . . . 


MEGASCOPE’*'  SET 
l-IN-1  MICROSCOPE 
AND  TELESCOPE 


s<cnai  ciovr 

common  icator 


little  bea 


3961 A  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  •  415-550-1668 
Mon-Sat  10  am  to  7  pm  •  Sunday  11am  to  6pm 
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Just  as  fitness  is  good  for  the  body, 
regular  skin  care  treatments  can  promote  healthy  skin 

GET  STARTED  WITH  OUR  INTRODUCTORY 

ULTIMATE  FACIAL 

-  utilizing  mood-lifting  essential  oils  - 

with  LASH  TINTING  &  EYEBROW  SHAPING 

for  only  $yO.  00  (a  $90.00  value) 

Make  Peace  with  Difficult  Skin,  try  our  REGENERATING  PEELS, 

Aggressive  Acne  Treatments  &  Special  SkinTreatments 

for  coarse,  dry  and  wnnkledskin 

Ask  about  our  line  of  murod  products 

20*  off  first-time  Electrolysis  Appointments 
(it's  comfortable,  effective  and  forever) 

SOFIA  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED  IN  NOE  VALLEY  AT  3548  22ND  STREET 

415)  824  2125 

Visa  &  MC accepted  pleases  present  this  advertisement  at  the  time  of  your  visit  offer  expires  4  / 15/97 

PAST  LIFE  REGRESSION  WORKSHOP 

SATURDAY,  May  31st,  1-5  p.m. 

$35  if  registered  by  May  15,  $60  after  May  15 

Michael  C.  Pollack,  Ph.D.,  CCHT 

CALL  for  info  &  registration  (415)  759-8630 

AN  OPPORTUNITY  TO  EXPERIENCE  AT  LEAST  TWO  PAST  LIVES 

Eureka  Acupuncture  &  Yoga  Center 

301  Eureka  St.  (at  20th),  (415)  648-2215 

total  care  for  the  mind,  body  d  soul 

*  Bikram  Yoga  -  The  hottest  workout  in  town  with 
David  Houck  and  other  certified  teachers 

*  Gentle  Yoga  for  those  with  pain  or  new  to  exercise 

*  Acupuncture  &  Massage  for  chronic  pain  &  balancing 


One  of  the  Best  Places  for 
Mother's  Day  &  Every  Day! 

...for  jewelry, 
the  Jerusalem 
Shoppe  has  long 
been  known  for 
its  extraordinary 
collection  of 
clothing  and 
jewelry  and 
features  a  unique 
collection 
of  commitment/ 
wedding  rings. 

Jerusalem  Shoppe 

313  Noe  Street  (One  door  South  of  Market  St.) 

(415)  626-7906 

5%  DISCOUNT  ON  ANY  ONE  ITEM. 

(Sale  and  consignment  items  not  included.) 


small  classes 
call  for  more  info 

415  337  7207 

Linda  Elkin 


Now  in  our  6th  year! 


Circles  for  Women 


Want  to  write  but  find  it  difficult  to  get  started  or 
keep  going?  Already  writing  but  need  a  group  for 
feedback?  I  provide  friendly,  supportive  classes  to 
give  you  a  structure  in  which  to  write  more  and  a 
community  where  you  can  share  your  writing.  You'll 
learn  writing  exercises  that  get  you  going,  give  you 
new  ideas  and  stimulate  your  creativity.  All  types  of 
writing  and  all  levels  of  experience  are  welcome. 


Strong  Plumbing  &  Heating,  Inc. 


State  License  #712335 

865-1500 


Golden  Gate  Business  Assoc.  Mbr. 


PLUMBING,  SEWER  &  DRAIN  CLEANING  SPECIALISTS! 


^°YawU^ 

OFFICES 


ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

Attorney~at'Laiv 

1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 

phone:  (415)  641-8687 
fax:  (415)  641-4737 
e-mail:  noelaw@aol.com 

FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

LIVING  TRUSTS  •  WILLS  •  PROBATE 
DURABLE  POWERS  OF  ATTORNEY 
PERSONAL  INJURY  •  AUTO  ACCIDENTS 
SLIP  &  FALL  ACCIDENTS 
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MORE  BOOKS  to  READ 


Make  Some  Lemonade  This  Summer 

Here  are  this  month’s  suggestions  for  books  to  check  out  at  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn 
Library,  compiled  by  head  librarian  Roberta  Greifer  and  children’s  librarian  Carol 
Small.  Stop  by  the  library  at  451  Jersey  St.  (near  Castro),  or  call  695-5095  to  find  out  the  books’ 
availability.  Hours  are  Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.;  Wednesdays,  1  to  9  p.m.;  Thursdays,  10 
a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  Fridays,  1  to  6  p.m.;  and  Saturdays,  noon  to  6  p.m.  In  addition  to  books,  the 
library  has  videos,  CDs,  Internet  access,  an  index  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  and  lemons — from 
the  lemon  tree  growing  in  the  garden  out  back.  The  lemons  don’t  need  to  be  returned! 


Adult  Fiction 

<S>  In  Cold  Case  by  Linda  Barnes,  a  part- 
time  cabbie  probes  into  the  disappearance  of 
a  teenage  novelist. 

#  A  debut  novel  by  college  student  Jenn 
Crowell,  Necessary  Madness  portrays  a 
wife’s  grief  as  her  husband  succumbs  to 
leukemia. 

In  The  Sparrow,  a  science  fiction  novel 
by  Mary  Doria  Russell,  a  priest  is  blamed 
when  a  mission  to  a  distant  planet  fails. 

Set  in  Kentucky  in  the  summer  of  1944, 

A  World  Lost  by  Wendell  Berry  tackles  the 
meaning  behind  an  uncle’s  murder. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

<$•  Behind  the  Crystal  Ball  by  Anthony 
Aveni  explores  occult  practices  from 
antiquity  through  the  New  Age. 

<S>  Selected  by  poet  Czeslaw  Milosz,  A  Book 
of  Luminous  Things  contains  300  of  the 
world’s  greatest  poems  arranged  by  subject. 

V  Lost  in  the  Mirror  by  Richard 
Moskovitz,  M.D.,  describes  the  origins, 
symptoms,  and  treatment  for  borderline 
personality  disorders. 

^  A  testimony  to  the  human  spirit,  In 
Memory’s  Kitchen,  edited  by  Cara  De  Silva, 
is  a  salvaged  collection  of  recipes  compiled 
by  the  starving  women  of  Terezin,  a  Czech 
concentration  camp  in  World  War  II. 

Diorama  Moonshine 

The  second  in  a  series  of  collaborative 
display  cases,  “Diorama  Moonshine” — a 
nocturnal  landscape  populated  by  miniature 
art  objects  created  by  26  artists — will  be 
exhibited  May  1-31. 

Noe  Valley  History  Day 

*t>  Mark  your  calendar  for  Noe  Valley 
History  Day  on  June  8,  2  to  5  p.m.  The  cele¬ 
bration  will  include  chats  with  oldtimers, 
memorabilia  displays,  films,  refreshments, 
and  a  2:30  concert  by  the  Singing  Rainbow 
youth  ensemble,  followed  by  folk  musician 
Bruce  Sherman  at  3:30  p.m.  This  year’s 
theme  is  “24th  Street — Then  and  Now.” 


Children’s  “Old  Favorites” 

In  Little  Gorilla,  Ruth  Bomstein  shows 
that  even  in  the  jungle,  love  and  warmth  are 
very  important.  Ages  2-4. 

§  In  Doctor  De  Soto  by  William  Steig,  a 
resourceful  dentist  and  his  assistant  save 
their  own  lives  by  outsmarting  one  of  their 
patients.  Ages  4-6. 

A  New  England  woman  achieves  several 
lifetime  goals,  including  making  the  world  a 
more  beautiful  place,  in  Miss  Rumphius  by 
Barbara  Cooney.  Ages  5-7. 

A  would-be  dinner  host  is  disappointed  to 
realize  he  won’t  be  able  to  devour  his  new 
neighbors  in  the  barrio  in  Chato’s  Kitchen 
by  Gary  Soto.  Ages 5-7. 

A  boy  in  an  internment  camp  finds  that 
doing  well  in  sports  makes  a  difficult  life 
more  tolerable  in  Baseball  Saved  Us  by  Ken 
Mochizuki.  Ages  6-9. 

$  Anna  and  Caleb  yearn  for  a  mother  and 
grow  to  love  their  father's  mail-order  bride 
in  Sarah,  Plain  and  Tall,  by  Patricia 
MacLachlan.  Ages  8-11 . 

$  Living  in  a  utopian  society  and  chosen  at 
age  1 2  to  be  the  new  Receiver  of  Memories, 
Jonas  acquires  a  unique  perspective  on  his 
culture  in  The  Giver  by  Lois  Lowry.  Ages 
11  and  up. 

Being  in  a  gang  and  owning  a  gun  have 
unforeseen  results  for  12-year-old  Jamal  in 
Scorpions  by  Walter  Dean  Myers.  Ages  11 
and  up. 

Films,  Stories,  and  a  Clown! 

N1  The  library  shows  movies  and  cartoons 
for  preschoolers  on  Tuesday,  May  6.  at  10 
and  1 1  a.m. 

<8?  Jimbo  the  Clown  will  perform  for  pre¬ 
schoolers  on  Tuesday,  May  13,  at  10  and 
1 1  a.m. 

Babies  and  toddlers  can  hear  stories  and 
songs  at  the  Wednesday  lapsits,  this  month 
on  May  7,  14,  21,  and  28  at  7  p.m. 

N'  Preschool  story  time  for  kids  3  to  5  is 
10  a.m.  on  Tuesdays,  May  20  and  27. 


The  listings  in  “More  Books  to  Read"  are  selected  by  librarians  Roberta  Greifer  and  Carol  Small. 
All  events  take  place  at  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  at  451  Jersey  St. 


PAPER 


Discount  Prices  Outlet  Store 

All  Cards  50%  off 
Year  Round! 

Cards  •  Gift  Wrap  •  Gift  Bags  •  Party  Goods  •  Favors  •  Balloons 
Ribbons  •  Pinatas  •  Decorations  •  Frames  •  Stickers  •  Plush 
Animals  •  Holiday  Merchandise  •  Toys  and  Gifts  •  Stationery 
Bulk  Paper  Goods 

Up  to  75%  off! 

Visit  our  Bargain  Basement  for  even  Greater  Values! 

Mother's  Day  Cards  &  Gifts 


Free  card  of  your  choice 

with  minimum  S5  purchase  •  one  per  customer  •  expires  5/31/97 


Open  Monday-Saturday  10  am-6  pm  •  Sunday  noon-5  pm 
1309  Castro  (near  24th  Street  next  to  Walgreen’s)  643-9954 


NOE'S  BAR 


Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

282-4007 


CARROLL'S 


BOOKS 


A  GENERAL  USED  BOOK  STORE 
BOOKS  BOUGHT  •  SOLD  •  TRADED 

.  ic'C'  '• 

10-9  MONDAY  thru  THURSDAY 
10-10  FRI,  SAT  and  SUN 
1193  CHURCH  STREET  at  24th 
6473020 

Over  2000  square  feet  of  books! 
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Noe  Valley  Services 


Psychotherapy 
Adults  and  Children 
Couples  and  Families 


Self-esteem 
Relationships 
Depression 
Anxiety 
Play  Therapy 


Communication 
Childhood  Abuse 
Trauma  &  Loss 
Job  Stress 
Sexual  Assault 


Saturday  hours  now  available  285-4724 


Professional  Bodywork 


Therapeutic 

Massage 


Krista  Wathne 

MEMBER  AMERICAN  MASSAGE  THERAPY  ASSOCIATION 

282-1779 


Jean  M.  Turk 

Attorney  At  Law 

(415)  621-8070  1453  Mission  St.  *570 

San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

Wills  •  Probate 

Efficient  and  Professional  Service 


ROOMMATES 

NOW!® 


New  You  Can  Screen  Roommates  in  Advance! 

Matched  to  YOUR  Criteria  by  phone. 

Hear  roommates  in  their  own  voices,  before  you 
interview  them!  It's  confidential.  Your  profile  is  heard 
only  by  those  who  match  YOUR  criteria.  All  lifestyles. 

Free  24-hr  Info:  (415)  426-7056 


LIST  YOUR  VACANCY  FREE! 


Victorian 
Garden 

Bed  &  Breakfast  •  Noe  Valley 

26th  Street  (between  Sanckez  &  Noe) 

Suite  with  kitchen — 
Private  entrance  and  bathroom 

415  206-0202 


OOtORES 

STREET 

COMMUNITY 

SERVICES 


Serving  the  poor  and 
marginalized  in  San 
Francisco's  Mission 
and  Castro 
Districts  since  1983. 


For  information  on  volunteer 
opportunities,  programs  and  services 
please  call: 

(415)  282-6209 


at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
1021  Sanchez  near  23rd 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 

No  smoking,  all  ages  welcome!  ALL  CONCERTS  BEGIN  AT  8:15  PM 

Sat.  May  3  LATIF  B0LAT  Ensemble  and  The  SLAVONIAN  TRAVELING  BAND 

$10  adv/$12  door 

Sal.  May  17  SAVINA  Women’s  Folk  Choir  $8 -$12 sliding  scale 
Fri.  May  23  The  BAY  BASS  BAND 
w/ MICHAEL  MANRING  $10  adv/$i2  door 
Sat.  May  31  ATHENA  TERGIS  & 

HARRY  BRADLEY  $10  adv/$i2  door 
ALSO:  Sat.  May  24,  direct  trom  MADAGASCAR 
D’GARY  ONLY  Bay  Area  Concert!  $12  adv/$14  door 
at  St.  John’s  Church,  2727  College  Ave,  Berkeley 

Seniors  (over  65)  and  children  (under  12  and  accompanied  by 
an  adult )  1/2  price  at  the  door.  Call  454-5238  for  information. 

Advance  Tickets  available  at 
Streetlight  Records  •  3979  24th  Street  •  282-3550. 


Mapping  Your  Way  Through 

MENOPAUSE - 

A  Female  Journey 

•  Symptoms 

•  Questions 

•  Choices 

•  SUPPORT 

4  week  workshops, 
Alice  George,  MFCC 
(415)  207-1036 


Individual,  Couple 
&  Family  Therapy 

The  USF  Center  for  Child  &  Family  Development 
2601  Mission  St.  #206 
550-2621 


MACINTOSH  HELP 

*  Installation  *  Upgrades  *  Training  * 
*  Networks  *  Modems  *  Projects  * 

*  Databases  *  Graphics  * 

BOOKKEEPING 

MYOB  *  QuickBks 

Yvonne 
415/641-8200 
Noe  Valley 


TIBETAN 

Tse  Chen  Ling  Center 

2) 

■C-4VT 


Meditation 

Teachings 


BUDDHISM 


4  Joost  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  339-8002 


Love  •  Compassion  •  joy  •  Equanimity 


ASTROLOGY  &  TAROT 
Consultations 
415-824-0353 


McDonnell 

r  tV 

Heaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

409 1  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(4 1 5)  64 1  -0700 


ORTHOPEDIC  MASSAGE 

JACK  EIMAN,  cmt 
695-7808 

NOE  VALLEY  LOCATION 
r  Highly  effective  for 
Jkd  v  stiff  neck  and  shoul- 
■  ders,  back  pain,  sport¬ 
ing  injuries,  computer  stress,  etc. 

Please  call  for  detailed  info. 


DIRT  CHEAP 
PLANE  TICKETS 

824-2550 

Book  Charters  to  Europe  Now 


dirt  cheap  travel 
'  ^  3850  23rd  St. 


CAREER 
COUNSELING 


Anita  K.  Zeidman 
415  282-5989 
e-mail: 
AnitaZeid@aol  .com 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Jonathan  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  (415)  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


ddo/den  ddafe 

-  Community  (AuycA 

An  open  and  welcoming,  active 
spiritual  community 
Sunday  Worship  10:30  a.m. 
Children’s  Church  10:45  a.m. 
Choir  Wednesday  7:00  p.m. 

1508  Church  Street  415-642-0294 
Community  Meeting  Space  Available 


ROSEN  METHOD 
BODYWORK 

Non-intrusive,  caring  touch 
for  deep  healing 

Teresa 
Imfeld 
285-7325 
Rosen  Practitioner 

Certified  Massage  Therapist 
•  Introductory  special  •  Sliding  scale 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441  1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco  94109 


Macintosh  Help 


-Set  up  &  training  for  your  Mac  System 
-Connection  to  AOL,  Internet  &  others 
-Troubleshooting  problems 
-Selection  <&  installation  of  software 

•  14  years  working  at  Apple  • 

Steve  Kolesar 
415.821.2012 


TOP 


consignments 
clothing  •  furniture,  etc. 
1781  Church  St.  (btwn.  29th  &  30th  Sts.) 

Will  and  Connie  Peecher 

(415)  695-0578 

Open  Wed-Mon  10  am-6:30  pm 
Sun  10  am-5  pm 
Closed  Tuesday 
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Noe  Valley  Services 


DOC  TRAINING 


One-on-one.  lessons 
in  the  doa’s  own  environment 
(homeJor  business) 


Kodiah  Hauling 


FAST  FRIENDLY  SERVICE 
FREE  ESTIMATES 

Yard  Cleaning,  Debris  Removal 
Household  Cleanup 
Moving  and  Delivery 

DAVID  (415)  643-9920 


FINE  CUSTOM  CABINETRY 
AND  FURNITURE 

RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL 

•  Kitchens  -  Built-ins 

•  Entertainment  Centers 

•  Home  &  Office  Furniture 

•  Book  Cases  -  Closets 

Design  Services  •  Free  Estimates 

ETAGERE  822-4939 


Yoel’s 

Hauling 

♦  Yard  &  Garage  Cleanup 
•  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  &  Very  Responsible 


(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


Some  services  advertised 
in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may 
be  performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies. 


VICTORIANS  •  HOUSECALLS  •  CUSTOM 
RETROFITTING  •  REPAIRS  •  WALLS 
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS  •  SHEET- 
ROCK  &  PLASTER  •  PAINT  •  ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING  •  TILING  •  SOUNDPROOF 
ACOUSTIC  PARTITIONS 

BY  OLIVIER  826-8766 


Les  A.  Garaventa,  Jr. 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 

(Formerly  the  Office  of  Ronald  Evans) 

Income  Tax  •  Tax  Planning 
Accounting  &  Bookkeeping  Services 
IRS  Representation 

282-2838 

1679  Church  Street 

(Across  from  St.  Paul's  Church) 


progressive, 
cost-sensitive 
design  for  interior 
and  exterior  reno  - 
vation,  addition 
and  restoration; 
small-scale 
residential  projects, 
welcomed. 


chuck  anthony 
architectural  design 

415  863*8426 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  handyperson 
Denny  Giovannoli 

Open  M-F  8:30-6:00 
Sat  9-5 
Sun  11-3 

3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-5081 


QUALITY  CLEANING 
&  HAULING 


Garage,  Basement  & 
Backyard  services 

FREE  ESTIMATES 


■S  cuff  CHICO 

1**15)  871-9977 

m  _ I 


Lyons  Construction 


•  Foundations/Retaining  Walls 

•  Termite  &  Dry  Rot  Repairs 

•  Seismic  Upgrading 

•  New  Construction 

•  Additions 
>  Decks  &  Fences 

•  Bath  &  Kitchen  Renovations 


T 


Con  Lyons 

(415) 753-8324 


CA  license  #566803 

Pager  74T5352 


0BC  CONSTRUCTION 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 


FOUNDATION  WORK:  Serving  SF 

RETAINING  WALLS  Since  1975 

DRYR0T 

TERMITE  REPAIRS 
CONCRETE  FOOTINGS  AND  PIERS 

EARTHQUAKE  PROOFING: 

FOUNDATION  BOLTS 
SHEAR  WALLS 
POST/BEAM  HARDWARE 
AND  OTHER  SEISMIC  WORK 


References 

Available 

826-6918 

Free 

Estimates 

CALIF 

LICENSE 

#525753 


ROBERT'S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 

Serving  Noe  \ alien  since  1 Q85 

“NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL” 

Lie.  #526359  553-3838 


Acupuncture  Clinic  & 

Chinese  Herbal  Pharmacy 

1201  Noe  Street  (at  25th)  •  415  285.0931 

Convenient  concentrated  liquid  extracts,  tablets, 
teas,  bulk  herbs,  nutritional  supplements 
Acupuncture  by  appointment 
Ancient  Remedies  for  Modern  Ailments 


Qardens 

Design,  Renovation  and. 
Gardening 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space. 

Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods. 

lie.  1*651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282-1612 


Since  1979 


Free  Estimate 


PAINT  FOR  LE$$ 


Interiors  &  Exteriors 
Plaster  Repair  &  Color  Consulting 
Thorough  Prep,  High  Quality 
Fast,  Neat  &  Very  Reliable 
Excellent  References 

415-206-0646 


Leave  It  To  Nacho 

Cleaning  &  Hauling 


Garage,  Basement  &  Yards 
Construction  Site  Clean-ups 


Free  Estimates— Reasonable  Rates 

*  415  589-1425 


WILLOW  CLEANING 
SERVICES 

QUALITY  RESIDENTIAL  CLEANING 

WE  ARE  THOROUGHLY  TRAINED  IN  All 
ASPECTS  Of  HOUSECLEANING  AND 
PROVIDE  DETAILED,  TIME  EFFICIENT 
HOME  MANAGEMENT  TO  YOUR 
SPECIFICATIONS.  ESTABLISHED 
REFERENCES. 

522-8743 

Bonded_ Insured  Licensed 


UPSTAIRS/  DOWNSTAIRS 

S.F.’S  ANTIQUES  DEPARTMENT  STORE 

890  VALENCIA  AT  20TH 
647-4211 

HOURS: 

MON-SAT  11-6  SUN  1-5 


Cal  Bees  Roofing 

ALL  TYPES  OF  ROOFING 

•  New  Roofing  •  Re-Roofing 

•  Repair  •  Sheet  Metal  s*bbb^ 

Works  •  Skylights  •  Gutters  1 

822-6009 

or  407-7837 


E  A  ELECTRIC 

WALLPAPERING 

CA  LIC.  #593027 

Free  Estimates 

Prices  given  on  the  spot! 
Low  Rates 

Sonottol 

Professional 
raper hanging 
&  Wallcovering  Removal 

415.585.0432 

VICTOR  282-3879 

PAGER:  415. 896. 7256 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

CALL  NOW  TO  LEARN  THE 
SECRET  HISTORY  OF  YOUR 
HOME 

Fully  Documented  House  Histories 

•  construction  date 

!□□□□□□□□! 

•original  owners 

HISTORIC 

•builders 

1H0MESP 

IHnnnnnnnl 

The  Perfect  Gift 

337-  5824 

Tim  Kelley 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


GLEN 

PARK 

HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Treasure  Tone  Paints 

Mon  to  Sat.  till  5:30  pm 

>■ 


585-5761  - 

685  CHENERY  AT  DIAMOND 


Outer  Noe  Valley  Mon/Wed:  6  -  7:30pm 
1589  Sanchez  Tue:  6:15 -7:45pm 

bet.  Valley  &  30th  St. 

call  for  details  510  848  3346  Judy  Sacks 


Wm'  To 

advertise 
on  the 
Glen  Park 
page 
call  Jane  at 

550-1991 

(Glen  Park  Page  only) 


Glen  Park 

8c 

Noe  Valley 


Chiropractic 


Nutrition 


Near  BART 

/  p  ,  ;  fi  •  > 

Eve 

Bernstein  d.c. 


585-1990 

60S  Chenery 


DAYLIGHT  CONSTUCTION  CO. 

Lie  #660635 

Bonded  &  Insured 

(415)  452-3157 

+  New  Work 

+  Remodeling 

♦  Earthquake  Retrofitting  ♦  Termites  /  Dry  Rot 

+  Foundations 

+  Decks  /  Stairs 

FREE  ESTIMATES! 

Owner:  Neil  Doherty’ 

I  make  house  calls 


Beth  Kershaw,  Realtor 

•  Creator  of  the  Glen  Park 
Service  Directory 

•  Glen  Park  Homeowner 

Your  Glen  Park  Connection 

550-1302  ext.  215 


GLEN 

PARK 

BOOKS 


A  community  bookstore 

2788  Diamond  (Chenery) 
San  Francisco  94131 
586-3733 


Special  orders 
welcome!! 

Mon-Sat  10am-9pm 
Sun  10am-5pm 

OPEN  DAILY 


Watch  the  Skies 

By  Mazook 

NOE  VALLEY  STARGAZERS  lined  up 
at  the  telescopes  on  24th  Street  in  April 
to  view  the  Hale-Bopp  Comet  flying 
across  our  northwest  skies.  The  heavy 
lenses  were  provided  by  the  S.F.  chapter 
of  Sidewalk  Astronomers,  a  national  non¬ 
profit  group.  The  local  cosmologists  set 
up  sidewalk  observatories  all  over  the  city. 

“We  have  hundreds  of  people  stop 
every  time  we  come  out,”  says  S.A.’s  John 
Dobson,  “and  when  we  had  four  tele¬ 
scopes  in  front  of  Starbucks  at  24th  and 
Noe  [during  the  full  moon],  they  were 
lined  up  six  or  seven  deep.” 

Dobson  and  fellow  astronomer  Barry 
Hirrell  have  been  staging  stellar  shows  in 
Downtown  Noe  Valley  since  1991.  “We 
come  over  to  Noe  Valley  a  lot  because  we 
draw  a  big  PBS  crowd,”  says  Barry.  “It  is 
one  of  the  few  places  in  the  city  where 
lots  of  people  show  enthusiastic  interest 
in  looking  at  the  night  sky.  Some  people 
look  and  then  run  home  and  return  with 
the  rest  of  the  family. 

“When  we  go  to  Fisherman’s  Wharf 
where  the  tourists  are,  maybe  one  in  50 
will  stop  and  look  at  the  moon.  In  Noe 
Valley,  40  out  of  50  stop  and  look  and  say 


Still  in  Style  After  20  Years:  One  of  Noe  Valley’s  most  popular  clothing  stores,  Joshua 
Simon  at  24th  and  Sanchez,  will  celebrate  20  years  in  the  neighborhood  by  raffling  off  20 
$20  gift  certificates  May  20  at  4  p.m.  Owner  Liz  Klein  ( seated )  and  employees  Stephanie, 
Alex,  and  Susan  (I.  to  r.)  invite  you  to  stop  by  after  May  I  and  put  your  name  in  the  hat. 

(You  can  enter  as  many  times  as  you’d  like.)  By  the  way,  if  you  still  own  those  prison  pants 
you  bought  20  years  ago,  why  don’t  you  wear  them  to  the  drawing?  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


wow.  Most  people  at  the  Wharf  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  us  when  we  tell  them  they  can  look 
for  free.  They  think  we  are  either  crooks 
or  idiots,”  Barry  laughs. 

Hale-Bopp  can  be  seen  until  the  end  of 
May,  and  then  will  not  return  to  our  skies 
for  2,300  years.  “The  last  time  it  was  here 
was  over  4,000  years  ago,  so  it  actually 
got  a  boost  [in  speed]  from  the  gravita¬ 
tional  fields  of  the  sun  and  Jupiter  as  it 
came  around  the  sun,”  Barry  points  out. 

John  Dobson  is  sad  to  see  H-B  go. 
“Most  comets  go  by  very  quickly  because 
they  are  within  our  solar  system.  But  this 
one  is  very  large,  100  to  200  times  larger 
than  Haley’s  Comet  and  12  times  as  far 
away  at  about  120  million  miles.  [The  sun 
is  93  million  miles  away.]  It’s  also  about 
150  times  brighter  than  the  last  comet  to 
visit  us  briefly  in  1996,  Hyakutake.” 

The  81 -year-old  Dobson  has  been 
stargazing  since  the  ’50s.  He  now  spends 
much  of  the  year  traveling  around  the 
world  creating  “star  parties”  (he’s  in 
Hawaii  now).  He  also  teaches  telescope¬ 
making  and  cosmology  at  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  and  the  Randall  Museum  for 
two  months  in  the  fall. 

Barry  says  he’ll  bring  his  telescopes 
back  to  Downtown  Noe  Valley  for  one 
last  look  at  Hale-Bopp  the  weekend  of 
May  10  or  May  17,  weather  permitting. 

.  After  that,  the  next  views  to  look  forward 
to  (except  the  moon,  of  course,  which  is 
great  through  a  10-inch  telescope)  will  be 
Saturn  and  Jupiter  in  the  fall. 

He’ll  set  up  wherever  he  can  find  a 
parking  place  on  24th  Street.  “If  anybody 

Continued  Next  Page 


Fine  Coffees 
Teas  •  Desserts 


Open  7  Days 
M-F  6:30am -7: 30  pm 
Sat.  7am-6:30pm 
Sun.  8am-6pm 


415  337  9660 


2885  Diamond 
Street,  SF,  94131 


Near  Glen 
Park  BART 
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RUMORS 


Continued  from  Previous  Page 

who  lives  near  the  comer  of  Noe  and  24th 
could  volunteer  a  spot  in  front  of  their 
driveway,  that  would  be  great,”  he  says. 

If  you  have  a  parking  spot  or  want  oth¬ 
er  star  stuff,  give  Barry  a  call  at  68 1  -2565 . 

®  s  © 

SIDEWALK  ENFORCERS:  Merchants 
along  24th  Street  were  given  short  shrift 
and  short  notice  at  April’s  end  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Public  Works,  which  sent  out 
a  crew  to  Downtown  Noe  Valley  “to  ed¬ 
ucate  and  enforce  sidewalk  obstructions.” 

The  DPW  “task  force”  spent  the  day 
going  down  24th  Street  from  Diamond  to 
Church  checking  on  licensure  and  com¬ 
pliance.  The  city  code  allows  a  merchant 
to  use  no  more  than  two  feet  of  the  side¬ 
walk  in  front  of  their  store.  The  shop  must 
also  obtain  a  license  ($100)  and  liability 
insurance,  and  restaurants  pay  an  addi¬ 
tional  fee  of  $3  per  seat. 

Before  they  hit  Noe  Valley,  DPW  did 
Clement  Street  and  was  last  seen  heading 
for  lower  24th  Street.  But  rumor  is  they 
will  wait  until  after  Cinco  de  Mayo. 

©as 

SPEAKING  OF  ANNIVERSARIES,  the 
Voice  isn’t  the  only  one  celebrating  its 
20th  this  month.  So  is  Joshua  Simon,  the 
clothes  store  at  3915  24th  St. 

“We  started  the  store  across  the  street 
at  3870  24th  in  1977,  during  the  wild  days 
of  the  Acme  [Cafe]  and  the  street  fairs,” 
says  Joshua  Simon  owner  Liz  Klein.  “I 
would  go  to  New  York  and  L.A.,  where 
I’d  pick  through  mounds  of  stuff  looking 
for  non-military-looking  crossover  fash¬ 
ionable  clothes  that  were  loose  and  com¬ 
fortable,  but  also  indestructible.  My  best¬ 
selling  pant  ever  was  the  Dutch  military 
pant  with  the  cuffs  at  $10,  which  we  sold 
with  a  Spanish  military  belt  with  brass 
buckle  for  $8.  Then  I  began  dying  prison 
pants  and  jackets  into  bright  colors.” 

Most  Noe  Valley  women  have  owned 
a  least  one  pair  of  those  pants.  To  com¬ 
memorate  the  20th,  Joshua  Simon  is  raf¬ 
fling  off  20  $20  gift  certificates  on  May 
20  at  4  p.m.  People  can  toss  their  names 
in  the  hat  starting  May  1,  says  Liz.  “It’s 
our  way  of  saying  thank  you  to  all  our 
many  loyal  customers  who  have  support¬ 
ed  us  over  the  years.” 

Meanwhile,  Back  to  the  Picture,  a 
framing  gallery  on  Valencia  near  21st,  is 
celebrating  its  12th  year.  Owner  Servio 
Gomez,  who  hails  from  El  Salvador,  says 
he  learned  the  picture-framing  trade  in 
Los  Angeles  and  for  a  time  worked  at  the 
Mitre  Box  on  24th  before  starting  Back 
to  the  Picture  in  1985. 

Also  going  back  to  the  future  is 
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Swatdee,  the  popular  Thai  restaurant  on 
24th  above  Castro.  Last  month  Swatdee 
was  celebrating  10  years  in  Noe  Valley. 

But  as  far  as  anniversary  parties  go, 
Tom  and  Dave’s  Juice  It  at  24th  and 
Sanchez  threw  the  best  attended  on  March 
13,  for  its  one-year  birthday.  Lines  were 
around  the  comer  all  day  and  night,  since 
everyone  who  showed  up  got  a  free 
smoothie  (ah,  the  coffee  alternative).  “We 
served  well  over  2,000  smoothies  that 
day,”  says  co-owner  Tom  Burwell.  Like 
Liz,  Tom  also  wanted  to  say  thank  you  for 
his  customers’  “incredible  support.” 

s  s  © 

SUPPORT  FOR  MORE  PARKING  is  the 
fervent  wish  of  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
and  Professionals  Association.  As  Voice 
readers  know,  the  association  is  backing 
a  diagonal  parking  scheme  for  both  sides 
of  Castro  Street  south  of  24th. 

Supervisor  Leland  Yee  looked  it  over 
at  the  Merchants’  April  meeting.  Super¬ 
visor  Gavin  Newsom  has  promised  aid. 
And  NVMPA  president  Bob  Roddick, 
who  initiated  the  Castro  petition  on  his 
own  last  year,  is  talking  to  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffic  bosses. 

Roddick  says  he’s  optimistic  about  the 
plan.  However,  the  plot  is  thickening. 
DPT  has  suggested  that  if  the  city  is  go¬ 
ing  to  hold  hearings  on  diagonal  parking 
on  Castro,  it  would  also  like  to  consider 
diagonal  parking  on  one  side  of  Diamond, 
Noe,  and  Sanchez  streets  off  24th . 

Says  Roddick,  the  NVMPA  is  seeking 
advice  from  both  the  East  &  West  of  Cas¬ 
tro  Club  and  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley.  If 
the  groups  come  up  with  additional  park¬ 
ing  petitions,  they  will  be  circulated  to  the 
residents  of  the  aforementioned  streets 
this  summer.  By  fall,  there  will  be  public 
hearings.  (And  the  plan  will  be  imple¬ 
mented  just  about  the  time  the  Hale-Bopp 
Comet  returns.) 

Roddick  is  also  supporting  another 
item  of  interest  to  desperate  parkers:  a 
DPT  plan  to  change  “bus  stops”  to  “coach 
stops”  in  Noe  Valley.  The  change  would 
mean  eliminating  the  red  zone  and  creat- 


VISIT  OUR 
TWO 
DART 
ROOMS 


See  GiantVision  on  our  Large  8x10  Screen 

The  Only  Pub  on  Dolores  Street 

O'Greenbergs 
Pub 


°tv  , 


1600  Dolores  St.  (at  the  corner  of  29th  and  Dolores)  550-9192 


ing  a  “bubble”  from  the  curb,  so  the  bus¬ 
es  would  stop  in  the  traffic  lane.  The  curb 
ballooning  out  from  the  sidewalk  would 
make  it  easier  to  board  the  bus,  and  also 
provide  for  two  new  parking  places. 

This  was  done  when  the  new  ADA 
ramps  were  put  in  at  24th  and  Church. 
Take  a  look  at  the  curb  outside  Noe’s  Bar. 

s  ©  s 

BEFORE  RECYCLING  this  month’s 
Voice  in  your  cat’s  litter  box,  don’t  forget 
to  clip  the  coupons  from  our  advertisers. 
Last  month  was  a  bonanza  for  me. 

Real  Foods  had  a  half -off  coupon  for 
organic  strawberries,  which  were  as  good 
as  any  I’ve  tasted  in  years.  They’re  nor¬ 
mally  $2.80  a  basket.  I  saved  a  buck-forty. 

I  got  a  great  dinner  at  Swatdee  when  I 
used  their  “anniversary  special”  coupon, 
which  gave  me  15  percent  off  my  bill. 
That  was  over  three  dollars. 

At  PastaGina  on  Diamond,  I  got  free 
pasta  for  two  when  I  bought  some  sauce 
to  put  on  it.  I  saved  three  dollars  more. 

Haystack  knocked  three  bucks  off  my 
bill  when  I  gave  them  a  coupon  for  an 
extra-large  pizza.  Martha  &  Bros.  Coffee 


(I  went  to  Church  and  Duncan)  gave  me 
a  dollar  back  on  a  one-pound  bag  of  beans 
while  I  listened  to  some  great  music  on 
their  sound  system. 

I  have  now  taken  all  the  money  I  saved 
and  applied  it  to  the  goll-danged  parking 
ticket  I  got  on  24th  Street  while  cashing 
in  my  coupons. 

That’s  30,  kids.  Ciao  for  now.  □ 


LARRY  FORSBERG 

Licensed  Acupuncturist 
Chinese  Llerbologist 


Worker's  Comp. 
Private  Insurance 

1201  Noe  St.«  207-9878 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 

Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦  “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 
♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work — Honest  Prices 

•  Check  Engine  Light/Comp uter  Diagnostics/Driveability  Problems 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Timing  Belts 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN 


DAYS 


WEEK 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
3L.  BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($25  VALUE) 
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CLASS  ADS 


Men  and  Women  in  Recovery.  Psychotherapy 
group  for  men  and  women.  Exploring  being  with 
self  and  others.  Clean,  sober,  and  compassionate. 
Call  Harriet  Schatz,  M.F.C.C.  #32373, 487-6234,  or 
Catharene  Cleaves,  M.F.C.C.  registered  intern 
#IMF26295, 751-9229. 

Prenatal  Yoga.  Yoga  stretches,  breathing  practices, 
and  deep  relaxation  can  assist  you  in  maintaining  an 
easeful,  peaceful,  and  joyful  pregnancy.  Come  pre¬ 
pared  to  do  stretches.  Six  Wednesdays  beginning 
May  7.  Please  register  in  advance.  Call  (415)  821- 
1117.  6  to  7:30  p.m.,  $42.  Integral  Yoga  Institute, 
770  Dolores  St. 

Authentic  Movement  is  a  self-directed  form  of 
dance/movement  therapy.  The  experience  of  letting 
oneself  "be  moved”  by  inner  impulses  lies  at  the 
heart  of  this  form,  providing  an  embodied  bridge 
from  the  unconscious  to  the  conscious.  By  allowing 
oneself  to  “be  moved,”  a  channel  is  opened  for  un¬ 
filtered  expression:  messages  held  within  the  body 
are  revealed,  the  invisible  is  made  visible,  the  body 
and  the  psyche  are  given  an  authentic  voice.  I  com¬ 
bine  Authentic  Movement  with  individual  counsel¬ 
ing.  For  more  information  or  to  schedule  an  ap¬ 
pointment  call  Sue  Durham,  M.S.,  (415)  826-8863. 

Motherhood — Is  It  for  Me?  Ambivalence  can  be 
immobilizing.  Support  groups  and  workshops  for 
women  exploring  the  many  feelings  associated  with 
this  choice.  Call  for  current  schedule.  Denise  Car- 
lini.  M.F.C.C.  Ann  Davidman,  M.F.C.C.  registered 
intern  #IMF201 10.  Supervisor:  K.  Glaser,  M.F.C.C. 
#18869.  985-7464. 

Fatherhood — Is  It  for  Me?  Are  you  considering 
parenting?  One-day  workshops  for  men  exploring 
this  choice.  Call  for  current  schedule.  Denise  Car- 
lini,  M.F.C.C.  Ann  Davidman,  M.F.C.C.  registered 
intern  #IMF201 10.  Supervisor:  K.  Glaser.  M.F.C.C. 
#18869.985-7464. 

Peaches  Painting.  Add  color  to  your  life  (inside/ 
outside).  Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair. 
Since  1980.  License  #618693;  25  percent  off  with 
ad.  641-9434. 

One  Truth,  Many  Approaches.  Conflicts  over  re¬ 
ligion  causes  much  misery  in  the  world,  but  look¬ 
ing  closely  into  the  traditions,  we  find  only  one  truth 
— clothed  in  different  languages.  This  talk  will  in¬ 
clude  Eastern,  Western,  and  Native  American  top¬ 
ics.  Thursday,  May  8,  7:30  to  9  p.m.  $7.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  (4 1 5)  82 1  - 1 1 1 7. 

Ambitious  Janitorial  Service!  (415)  281-0732. 

Just  Plain  Good  Therapy.  Brief  counseling,  crisis 
help,  or  in-depth  work  offered  to  individuals  and 
couples  of  “all  sexual  persuasions”  by  well-aged,  in¬ 
tuitive,  perceptive,  and  highly  skilled  counselor  who 
has  seen,  heard,  and  experienced  a  broad  range  of 
life’s  challenges.  Upper  Glen  Park,  easy  parking. 
Jeanne  Adleman,  M.A.  585-0666. 

New  Improved  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast. 

Unit  A:  private  entrance,  private  bath,  kitchenette, 
queen  bed.  Cute  and  cozy.  Unit  B:  view,  private 
bath,  deck,  fireplace,  hot  tub,  queen  bed.  Unit  C: 
ultra-view,  private  bath,  steam  room,  parlor,  king 
bed,  fireplace,  and  deck.  All  with  cable  and  VCR. 
Masseuse  and  day  care  available.  Contact  Sheila, 
821-0751. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour¬ 
teous.  Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
668-8310. 

Books  Bought.  I  come  to  you.  Call  L.J.,  469-9338 
(46-year  San  Francisco  resident). 

Recover  Lost  Fortunes.  Manual  shows  you  how. 
$20  billion  in  lost  fortunes  goes  unclaimed!  Free  in¬ 
formation  from  local  author.  Mazel  Publishing,  P.O. 
Box  460040.  San  Francisco,  CA  94146-0040. 

Kirtan/Chanting.  An  evening  of  responsive  chant¬ 
ing  enables  us  to  feel  our  inner  peace,  joy,  and  Di¬ 
vine  Presence  in  our  lives.  The  evening  will  con¬ 
clude  with  a  short  meditation.  Friday,  May  9,  7:30 
to  9:30  p.m.,  by  donation.  Integral  Yoga  Institute, 
770  Dolores  St.  (415)  821-1117. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional.  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable  ad¬ 
vice.  Business,  medical,  academic,  legal,  resumes, 
manuscripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine.  Laser 
printing.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  maintenance. 
Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates.  Remem¬ 
ber,  it’s  pruning  time. 

Slipcovers  &  Window  Treatments.  High-quality 
custom  sewing  services  since  1980.  Pillows,  table 
skirts,  bed  dressings.  Also  unique  clothing  designs, 
weddings,  tailored  garments,  copy  your  favorite 
item!  Frippery,  Designs  by  Wendy  L.  Miller.  (415) 
648-8514. 


Kobliska  Construction 

LIC. 459114 

■  20  Years  Experience 

■  Foundations 

■  Decks  &  Stairs 

■  Kitchens  &  Baths 

■  Room  Additions 

■  Small  Jobs,  Too! 

(415)  648-3020 


Rental  Short-Term:  Noe  Valley  view  location;  two 
guest  suites  with  furnished  living/bedroom  areas, 
private  baths,  private  phone  lines,  private  entrances; 
shared  kitchen/laundry;  ideal  for  visiting  family/ 
friends,  business  travelers;  weekly,  monthly  rates. 
285-7189. 

Heavenly  Maids.  We’ll  clean  the  hell  out  of  your 
place!  Commercial  customers  welcome.  263-0277. 

Vacation  Room  Rental:  Upper  Noe  Valley — safe, 
clean,  private,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  fam¬ 
ily.  821-4890. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2133. 

Better  Bodies,  No  Fat/Professional  Fitness  Train¬ 
ing.  Fitness  programs  to  achieve  the  results  you 
want.  Motivate,  maximize  your  exercise  time,  body 
building/sculpting,  weight  gain/loss,  injury  preven¬ 
tion.  Alison,  241-1550. 

Cultivating  Your  Relationship  with  the  Divine. 

Swami  Ramananda,  senior  teacher  and  director  of 
our  New  York  institute,  will  lead  a  workshop  on  sev¬ 
eral  ways  a  link  to  spiritual  consciousness  can  be 
made,  such  as  through  regular  meditation  practice, 
through  worship,  prayer,  and  chanting,  and  through 
dedication  of  daily  activities  to  service  of  God  or 
humanity.  Bring  pen  and  paper.  Monday,  May  12, 
7:30  to  9  p.m.  $7.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Do¬ 
lores  St.  (415)  821-1117. 

CEF  Contractors.  Remodel,  construction/repair. 
Kitchen  and  bath.  Decks  and  stairs.  Exterior  paint¬ 
ing.  License  #706109.  Local  references/portfolio. 
Call  Curt,  (510)  654-4963. 

Licensed  Painting.  Small  and  large  jobs.  Interior 
and  exterior.  Free  consultation  and  estimate.  Also 
expert  plaster  and  drywall  repairs.  Cracks  and  wa¬ 
ter  damage  fixed.  License  #497-214.  References. 
Please  call  Ed  at  995-4666. 

Paint  for  Le$$.  Interior/exterior.  Expert  crack  re¬ 
pair,  attention  to  detail.  Free  color  consultation.  We 
give  you  the  very  best  for  le$$!  Excellent  refer¬ 
ences.  Call  Kacey,  206-0646. 

Why  Clean?  Allow  Me  to  Do  It!  Save  time  and 
money  with  a  detail-oriented  professional.  Clean¬ 
ing  extraordinaire  at  your  service.  Mike,  928-3199. 

Repair  and  Display  Your  Special  Textiles.  Expe¬ 
rienced  textile  restorer  to  help  you  care  for  and  dis¬ 
play  all  textile  handcrafts.  Joyce  Hulbert  Tapestry 
and  Textile  Restoration,  (415)  255-4560. 

Bed  and  Breakfast,  quaint  garden  suite,  spacious, 
front  room,  full  kitchen,  big  bedroom  and  office 
area,  laundry  room,  modem  bathroom,  ornamental 
gas  fireplace,  arched  window  view  of  garden  with 
flowers,  ground  level,  separate  entrance,  quiet,  near 
26th  and  Sanchez,  close  to  shopping  and  trans¬ 
portation,  privacy.  Additional  rooms  available.  Call 
(415)  206-0202. 

Voice  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Learn  to  sing  and  im¬ 
prove  your  technique  with  Sigmund  Seigel,  tenor, 
San  Francisco  Opera  Company,  master  of  music  de¬ 
gree.  Beginning  to  advanced  lessons  in  classical, 
Broadway,  pop,  at  reasonable  rates.  Call  285-3779. 

Non-Toxic  Housecleaning.  It’s  healthy,  effective, 
and  affordable.  I’m  thorough,  reliable,  and  honest. 
Local  references.  Russ,  431-4975. 

Word  Processing  (expertise:  legal).  Tape  transcrip¬ 
tion,  editing,  mailings,  repetitive  letters,  resumes, 
letter  composition,  complaint  letters.  Phone-in  dic¬ 
tation  system.  Dena  Reiner,  (415)  821-4661. 

Furniture  Wanted.  I  need  old  dressers,  tables, 
desks,  etc.  Will  repair  and/or  refinish  if  necessary. 
Paying  cash.  Karen.  647-6157. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter,  bills,  closets?  Profes¬ 
sional  organizing  team  to  the  rescue.  We  offer  ex¬ 
pert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where.  Desks, 
closets,  relocations,  garages,  kitchens,  filing  sys¬ 
tems,  and  more.  Free  phone  consultation.  Call  Ship- 
Shape,  550-0658. 

Liz’s  Unique  Bed  and  Breakfast.  Old  world  charm 
at  affordable  rates.  Guests  will  awaken  to  the  fra¬ 
grance  of  homemade  delicacies  and  fresh  ground 
coffee.  Call  Liz,  a  gracious  and  knowledgeable  host¬ 
ess.  (415)  648-2515. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence  and  business 
telephone  systems,  fax/modem  lines,  office-in- 
home.  Dead  phone  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  Free  estimates.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  resident.  Call  641-8654. 

Don’t  Get  Framed!  Discover  shrink- wrap — the  af¬ 
fordable  alternative  to  framing  for  all  of  your  art¬ 
work —  posters,  photos,  kids’  art,  fabrics.  Innova¬ 
tive,  quake-friendly,  protective,  and  attractive.  Call 
for  details.  Art  Mirage,  826-3698. 


Word  Processing:  Manuscripts,  theses,  disserta¬ 
tions,  tape  transcription,  business  correspondence, 
reports,  resumes,  editing.  Joanne,  431-0603. 

Kids'  Cabaret  Camp.  Summer  fun  for  musical 
kids,  ages  8  to  16,  9  a.m.  to  noon,  July  21  to  Aug. 

8.  Classic  Broadway  repertoire.  Small  class.  Di¬ 
rected  by  Candy  Forest  of  The  Singing  Rainbow  and 
special  guest  professionals.  To  audition  call  (415) 
550-7752. 

Bhagavad  Gita.  This  six-week  class  studies  the  an¬ 
cient  Indian  spiritual  classic  Bhagavad  Gita  (Song 
of  God),  with  an  emphasis  on  how  to  apply  the  spir¬ 
itual  principles  into  daily  life.  Required  reading:  The 
Living  Gita.  Please  register  in  advance.  Call  (415) 
821-1117.  Wednesdays,  beginning  May  14,  7:30  to 
9  p.m.,  $42.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 

Join  the  Refractions  (adults)  and  learn  to  sing  for 
the  fun  of  it!  Directed  by  award-winning  singer/ 
composer  Candy  Forest.  Small  ongoing  class  Tues¬ 
day  and  Wednesday  evenings.  Eclectic  repertoire. 
(415)550-7752. 

Therapy  Office  Space.  Tastefully  furnished  suite: 
spacious,  sunny  consultation  room,  nice  view,  pri¬ 
vate  waiting  room,  newly  painted/carpeted.  Re¬ 
served  parking  for  you,  free,  easy  parking  for 
clients.  Utilities  included.  In  professional  building 
with  other  therapists/professionals.  Licensed  only. 
Call  for  rates.  (415)  661-6700. 

Dog  Walking  Service  of  San  F rancisco.  731-0120. 

Complete  Your  Spiritual  Quest!  Discover  the 
wonder  of  your  infinite  nature  as  revealed  through 
Vedanta,  India's  most  profound  spiritual  teaching  on 
self-knowledge.  Vedanta  and  Sanskrit  instruction. 
Call  Matish,  (415)  752-1132,  matish@earthlink.net. 

Part-time  Secretary  Needed  for  busy  acupuncture 
office  in  Noe  Valley.  Insurance  billing,  typing,  data 
entry,  patient  contact.  Looking  for  long-term  work¬ 
ing  relationship.  Nina,  (415)  285-6774. 

Looking  for  a  Unique  Gift?  Mad  Moon  Creations 
can  help  you  celebrate  milestone  occasions  and 
show  someone  how  much  they  are  loved.  Our  keep¬ 
sake  books  are  customized  with  photographs,  sto¬ 
ries,  and  artwork  from  family  and  friends.  See  our 
books  on  display  at  Just  For  Fun.  Or  call  for  a 
brochure:  550-0919. 

Secretary:  Word  processing,  typing,  general  office 
work.  Helene,  (415)  334-9853. 

One-Day  Retreat.  Treat  yourself  to  a  day  of  quiet, 
revitalizing  the  body  and  bringing  mental  and  spir¬ 
itual  renewal.  The  day  will  include  an  extended 
Hatha  Yoga  session,  meditation,  silence,  a  puja,  and 
a  vegetarian  lunch.  For  beginning  and  experienced 
students.  Please  register  in  advance.  Call  (415)  82 1  - 
1117.  Sunday,  May  18,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  $42.  Inte¬ 
gral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 

Gardening  Service:  Includes  consultations,  de¬ 
sign,  and  renovations.  Expert  planting,  pruning,  and 
maintenance.  626-1258. 

Art  Ttitor  for  children  and  adults.  Professional 
artist/educator  offers  private  sessions  in  painting, 
drawing,  sculpture,  and  crafts,  either  in  your  home 
or  my  art  studio.  Enhance  your  creativity  and  visu¬ 
al  awareness.  Call  Missy,  282-4565. 

Dogs  Just  Wanna  Have  Fun.  Leave  your  dog  with 
me  while  you’re  away  and  he’ll  get  all  the  play  and 
exercise  he  craves,  along  with  lots  of  love.  She’ll  go 
on  long,  daily  runs  and  exciting  trips  to  beaches 
and  parks.  Rate  are  $6.50  to  $14  per  day,  depend¬ 
ing  on  the  size  of  your  dog.  Meals  are  included. 
Doggie  daycare  also!  Many  references.  Call  Bob, 
(415)  282-7467. 

Tax  Preparation  for  individuals,  financial  services 
for  travelers  and  the  distracted.  Enrolled  Agent  li¬ 
censed  to  represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Reason¬ 
able  rates.  $10  discount  with  this  ad.  695-1819. 
Gretchen  Beck,  E.A. 

Yoga  in  Noe  Valley:  For  every  body  and  every  part! 
Also  private  lessons  and  arthritis  classes.  New 
Dawn  YogaTherapy,  (415)  285-1831. 

Math  Tutoring:  (415)  285-1831. 

Desperately  Seeking  Irish  Setters!  Be  the  first  Irish 
Setter  to  join  our  prestigious  clientele.  Dog  Walk¬ 
ing  Service  of  San  Francisco,  (415)  731-0120. 

Now  Hiring  Dog  Walkers.  Call  Dog  Walking  Ser¬ 
vice  of  San  Francisco,  731-0120. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Noe  Valley.  Experience  the 
Victorian  charm  of  old  San  Francisco  in  designer’s 
beautiful,  spacious,  three-room  suite  with  private 
entrance.  Delicious  fare,  reasonable  rates,  two 
blocks  to  24th  Street.  “A  Victorian  Legacy.”  Call 
Patricia,  648-8879. 

A  Bite  of  Heaven.  Dog  walks,  complete  pet  care 
services.  High  quality,  references.  661-8052. 


Meditation  Workshop.  A  practical  workshop  that 
will  enable  students  to  begin  earnest  meditation  on 
their  own.  A  clear  understanding  of  what  medita¬ 
tion  is,  how  it  works,  and  how  to  make  it  an  enjoy¬ 
able  daily  experience  will  be  presented.  Tuesday, 
May  20,  7:30  to  9  p.m.  $7.  Integral  Yoga  Institute, 
770  Dolores  St.  (415)821-1117. 

Desperately  Seeking  Sanity?  Affordable,  in-depth, 
and  philosophically  oriented  psychotherapy  with  a 
seasoned  therapist  who  uses  compassion,  insight, 
humor,  and  good  old-fashioned  common  sense  to 
address  a  broad  range  of  personal  difficulties.  Wide 
sliding  scale.  Office  in  Glen  Park  area.  Elisabeth 
Feldman,  M.F.C.C.  (MFC#29510).  (415)273-5833. 

Flute  Lessons.  Noe  Valley-based  flutist  with  B.A. 
and  M.M.  in  music  and  pedagogy,  accepting  stu¬ 
dents  of  all  ages  and  levels.  Carla,  (415)  648-365 1 . 

Noe  Valley  House  Short-Term  Rental.  Beautifully 
furnished  and  decorated,  fully  restored,  sunny  one- 
bedroom  house  in  upper  Noe  Valley,  available  by 
the  week  ($500/week)  or  month  ($  1 ,800/month). 
Fully  equipped  kitchen/breakfast  room  features 
French  doors  and  deck  to  terraced  English  cottage 
garden  in  bloom  year-round.  No  smoking,  no  pets. 
(707)  433-6355. 

Blind  Professional  Woman,  prospective  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  resident,  seeks  assistant  for  reading,  labeling, 
light  tasks.  Evenings  or  weekend  afternoons  pre¬ 
ferred.  Six-month  commitment  required.  Care  and 
reliability  a  must.  For  interview  call  928-2862. 

Wanted:  Garden  Room  with  half  bath.  Quiet  writ¬ 
ing  space.  Daytime  use  only.  Will  pay  up  to  $400/ 
month.  Call  346-6371. 

For  Sale:  Mathushek  Mahogany-Cased  square 
spinet  grand  piano,  also  known  as  an  “upright 
grand.”  Manufactured  in  New  Haven.  Raised  on 
frontal  paneled  Visiform  legs  with  bench.  Piano  is 
61-by-36  inches.  Good  condition.  $1,385.  Call 
Toby,  647-3052. 

Bass  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley.  Electric  and  acoustic. 
All  styles,  reasonable  rates.  Cory,  643-1435. 

Relationship  Counseling.  Reduce  conflicts  and 
improve  communication  and  intimacy  with  rela¬ 
tionship  counseling,  individuals,  couples,  and  fam¬ 
ilies.  Dennis  Thatcher,  M.S.,  M.F.C.C.  license 
#MFC25186.  (415)  995-2916. 

Ingleside  Terrace  -  wide  Garage  Sale.  Saturday, 
May  3,  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Junipero  Serra  and  Mer¬ 
cedes.  Bargains  and  treasures  galore! 

Renters:  Wouldn't  you  rather  be  living  in  your  own 
home  in  Noe  Valley,  Bemal  Heights,  Diamond 
Heights,  or  in  a  loft  in  SOMA?  If  you  are  paying  to¬ 
day’s  inflated  rental  rates,  you  can  probably  afford 
to  buy!  Start  now!  Call  Ilse  Cordoni,  Manager, 
Zephyr  Real  Estate,  4040  24th  St.,  695-7707,  for  a 
referral  to  a  top  agent  in  your  preferred  area. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans.,Calistoga/St. 
Helena  area.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths,  sleeps  six 
(maximum);  large  decks  with  views  of  stream/for- 
est;  fireplace  with  wood  supplied;  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream,  koi  pond;  $250/two-night  weekend, 
$275/three-night  weekend,  $75/night  mid-week 
with  two-night  minimum;  $500/week;  $1,500/ 
month.  Ten  percent  discount  to  all  repeat  guests. 
647-3052. 

Simony’s  Housecleaning:  Honest.  Good  refer¬ 
ences.  Quality  work.  Telephone:  (415)  550-7822. 
Pager:  (415)  303-9865. 

Housecleaning.  Weekly  or  not.  Experienced.  Reli¬ 
able.  References.  Call  Jane,  648-1646. 

Hoping  to  Join  Your  Neighborhood!  Young  fe¬ 
male  professional  relocating  to  San  Francisco  mid- 
June.  Seeking  studio/one-bedroom  (or  roommate!). 
Would  love  to  be  part  of  your  wonderful  commu¬ 
nity.  Annie:  (513)  351-2924  or  fuchsae@ue.edu. 

I  Am  Looking  for  a  Weekday  Ride  to/from  Palo 
Alto — Stanford.  Will  share  costs.  (415)  920-9333. 

Bodywise  Therapeutics.  Reiki  master  and  certified 
masseur  offers  individual  energy-healing,  massage 
sessions,  and  instruction  in  Reiki  energy  healing.  I 
offer  quality  and  professional  work.  Ed  Brophy, 
M.A.  647-4388. 

Rent-free  Basement  Alcove  over  garden  to  man  for 
help  around  colorful  house/garden  of  elder  bi  artist. 
821-1675. 

Noe  Valley  Resident.  Petwalk,  petsit,  housesit.  In¬ 
dividual  attention,  reasonable,  experienced,  refer¬ 
ences  available.  Look  after  mail,  plants,  etc.  Please 
call  Terry,  821-9234. 

Handier  Andy.  Spring/summer  painting.  564-1175. 

Vanity  Cleaning  Service  for  your  home  or  apart¬ 
ment;  10  years’  experience.  Call  now.  821-6358. 

Bookkeeper  Wanted  8-12  hours/month  for  small 
local  consulting  business.  Expert  in  Quicken  & 
Quickbooks  for  MAC.  Reasonable  rates.  Call  824- 
8888. 

Telephone  wiring  and  jacks  for  your  home  or  apart¬ 
ment;  31  years  of  experience.  Call  Gene,  826-8419. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 
Class  Ads  are  also  posted  on 
our  Web  site: 

www.noevalleyvoice.com. 
Visit  us  on  your  computer  or 
at  the  Noe  Valley  Library. 


HUNGRY  JOE’S 

FOOD  TO  GO 

BREAKFAST  SERVED  ALL  DAY! 

Our  new  weekend  special — Eggs  Benedict,  Eggs  Biackstone  &  Eggs  Florentino 
Our  special  during  weekdays— 2  eggs  &  homemade  fries  $2.15 

Try  our  Fruit  Pancakes  and  Waffles  •  Omelettes  are  our  Specialty 
1748  Church  Street  (at  Day)  282-7333 
Mon.-Fri.  6:30-2:00  p.m.  Sat.  7:30-2:00  p.m.  Sun.  8:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 
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Math  Tdtoring.  Beginning  through  calculus.  Ph.D. 
Reasonable  rates.  (415)  821-0125. 

Mr.  Morgenstern’s  Hauling.  Reasonable  rates  or 
free  in  exchange  for  goodies.  Certain  items  bought. 
563-5354/560-3637  pager. 

Animal  Welfare  Association  Garage  Sale  semi¬ 
annual  fundraiser.  Saturday,  May  17,  and  Sunday, 
May  18, 10a.  m.to4p.m.  Please  no  early  birds.  1420 
Douglass  at  Duncan  near  Diamond  Heights  Shop¬ 
ping  Center.  An  exciting  variety  of  old  and  new,  do¬ 
nated  by  our  wonderful  supporters. 

Mystery  Carpentry  is  now  a  licensed  general  con¬ 
tractor  specializing  in  interior  and  exterior  repairs. 
Remodeling  and  renovations.  Free  estimates  on  bid 
work  or  hourly  work  at  reasonable  rates.  Ten  per¬ 
cent  discount  on  labor  with  mention  of  his  ad.  Call 
Dan  at  242-9042.  License  #731187. 

Therapeutic  Massage  with  experienced  C.M.T. 
Duncan  Reid.  $55/1 1/2-hour,  $40/one  hour, 
$25/half-hour.  Easy  parking.  Outcalls.  821-3969. 

CEF  Contractors.  License  #706109.  Residential 
remodel  and  termite  repairs.  Carpentry,  tile,  dry  wall 
and  plaster,  plumbing,  electrical,  paint.  Excellent 
*  references  including  Noe  Valley  locality.  Call  Curt, 
(510)  654-4963. 

Home  and  Office  Organizer.  Too  many  papers? 
Too  little  time?  Margo  Rila,  (415)  861-4551.  Rea¬ 
sonable  rates.  References. 

Church/Market  B&B.  Beautiful  guest  room.  (415) 
552-0799. 

Psychotherapy/Massage  Office,  cozy,  friendly  at¬ 
mosphere,  free  parking,  near  Twin  Peaks.  Rent  full¬ 
time  ($275),  share  half-time  with  one  therapist,  or 
rent  by  the  day.  Michael  or  Donna,  331-1731. 

Home  and  Office  Cleaning.  Excellent  references, 
thorough,  reliable.  Professional.  Reasonably  priced. 
Offering  service  seven  days  a  week.  For  more  de¬ 
tails  call  (415)  255-8506.  Rosanja  Costa. 

Pranayama  and  Meditation.  This  six-week  class 
presents  the  basics  of  meditation  and  breathing  prac¬ 
tices.  Discover  for  yourself  how  these  practices  can 
improve  the  quality  of  your  life,  raise  your  standard 
of  health,  and  bring  new  clarity  and  dynamism  to 
your  mind.  Please  register  in  advance.  Call  (415) 
821-1117.  Wednesdays,  beginning  May  28,  6  to  7:30 
p.m.,  $42.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 

Lost:  Ladie’s  Gold  Watch,  on  29th  March  near 
24th  and  Castro.  Of  great  sentimental  value.  If 
found,  please  call  Lesley  at  (415)  550-7891 . 

Childcare  Offered.  T  m  looking  for  one  newborn 
to  love.  I  am  mature,  experienced,  a  nonsmoker  with 
my  own  car.  (415)  731-8145. 

Need  a  Fun  Summer  Job?  Looking  for  kind,  reli¬ 
able,  English-speaking  babysitter  for  my  two  pre-K 
children.  Work  at  my  home,  approximately  12 
hours/week,  mid-May  to  mid-August.  Students, 
teenagers  okay.  282-0223. 

Sublet.  June.  Two-bedroom  cottage.  Prime  Noe 
Valley  location.  $1,250.  Phone:  (415)  824-9042. 

Treat  Your  Mom  for  Mother’s  Day,  or  your  dad 
for  Father's  Day,  to  a  relaxing  and  healing  shiatsu 
massage.  Consider  the  gift  of  massage  for  yourself 
or  another.  In  a  quiet  Noe  Valley  office,  experience 
the  release  of  tension  and  stress  through  gentle  pres¬ 
sure  along  the  energy  pathways  of  the  body.  No  oil 
used.  Client  is  clothed.  Weekend  appointments 
available.  Call  Betsy  Strausberg,  C.M.T.  at  (415) 
826-1994. 

Housecleaning  Available,  great  references,  dri¬ 
ver  's  license,  experienced.  Call  for  Margarida,  (415) 
255-0636. 

Massage  Therapy  for  Women.  Stress  reduction 
and  relief  of  neck  and  back  tension.  My  office  or 
housecalls.  Janine,  L.M.T.  468-5201. 

Huge  Tag  Sale:  Saturday,  May  10,  Dolores  Street 
at  23rd.  Tables,  plants,  antiques,  TV,  futon,  and 
more. 

Six-Week  Summer  Sublet.  Charming  one-bed¬ 
room  cottage,  panoramic  view.  Potrero  Hill,  fur¬ 
nished.  Available  6/15-7/31/97.  Must  see.  $2,500 
plus  security.  (415)  641-4741. 

Housecleaning:  responsible,  experienced.  For 
more  information  call  Nelmira,  731-8278. 

Body  Therapies  for  Natural  Menopause.  Dy¬ 
namic  experiential  workshop  exploring  yoga,  ther¬ 
apeutic  massage,  and  stress  reduction  for  mid-life 
well-being  and  symptom  relief.  June  1,  10-5,  San 
Francisco.  Lauren  Bamert,  yoga  teacher  and  move¬ 
ment  therapist,  (415)  647-5822;  Barbara  Myrom,  li¬ 
censed  massage  therapist  and  natural  menopause 
educator,  (415)  321-2717. 

$550,  Sunny  Potrero  Hill,  garden,  fireplace.  Room 
for  rent.  I  am  lesbian  looking  for  same  27-40’ish 
age,  very  neat  and  clean,  nonsmoker,  responsible, 
no  pets  allowed  (I  have  one  cat),  A.S.A.P.  (415) 
285-3014. 

Finder’s  Fee:  $600.  Couple  with  baby  due  in  Au¬ 
gust  seek  two-bedroom  place  to  rent  in  Noe  Valley. 
Karen,  641-5811. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 
Class  Ads  are  also  posted  on 
our  Web  site: 

www.noevalleyvoice.com. 
Visit  us  on  your  computer  or 
at  the  Noe  Valley  Library. 


CLASS  ADS 


Lynda  the  Gardener.  Complete  landscape  service. 
Experienced  and  skilled  professional  craftspeople. 
Redwood  fences,  decks,  and  arbors.  Brick,  stone, 
concrete:  walls,  walks,  and  patios.  Irrigation,  lawns, 
planting,  expert  pruning,  and  maintenance.  Let  us 
install  your  dream  garden.  Serving  Noe  Valley  since 
1986.  Free  estimate.  Referrals.  License  #543983. 
Lynda,  759-1335. 

Stressless  Housecleaning.  Superior  quality.  Cus¬ 
tomized  cleaning.  Errand  services.  Free  estimates. 
Call  Jeanine,  564-2877. 

Gardening:  Clean-up,  pruning  trees,  shrubs, 
hedges,  hauling,  etc.  License  #564301.  771-8325. 

Successful  Resume!  Get  results  with  a  professional 
profile.  Select  from  resume  editing,  critiquing,  or 
complete  planning  and  writing.  Call  749-3171, 
wir@earthlink.net .  Write  it  Right!  Resumes. 

Beginning  Wing  Chun.  Wing  Chun  is  a  practical 
martial  art  in  which  one  develops  relatively  quickly 
subtle  use  of  energy  similar  to  Tai  Chi  teui  sao 
(pushing  hands)  energy,  through  the  practice  of  chi 
sao  (sticking  hands).  (415)  642-3871. 

Non-Toxic  Housecleaning.  It’s  healthy,  effective, 
and  affordable.  I'm  thorough,  reliable,  and  honest. 
References  available.  Russ,  431-4975. 

Handier  Andy  Home  Repairs.  Carpentry,  decks, 
fences,  sheet  rock,  finish  taping.  Skylights,  windows, 
locks,  ceramic  tiling,  painting.  Linoleum,  electrical, 
and  plumbing  repairs.  Free  estimate.  564-1175. 

A  Cheap  Way  to  Own  a  House!  Commissioned 
watercolors  from  $150,  plus  tax.  Specializing  in 
houses,  gardens,  and  views  of  San  Francisco.  Free 
consultation  with  no  obligation.  You’ll  see  samples 
of  my  work,  and  we’ll  discuss  your  idea  for  a  paint¬ 
ing.  Call  Susan  Stemau  at  285-0696. 

Good  Carpentry/Handyman  services  from 
builder  of  over  20  years’  experience,  plus  painting. 
Call  Marcus  at  647-6087. 

Guitars  Wanted.  Martin,  Fender,  Gibson,  misc. 
Top  cash  paid.  647-7777. 

Harmonica  Lessons.  Taught  by  professional.  All 
styles.  Beginners  to  advanced  welcome.  Sliding 
scale.  641-4860. 

HIV  and  Yoga.  This  six-week  class  is  for  anyone 
whose  life  has  been  touched  with  HIV.  It  focuses  on 
practical  tools  for  handling  emotional  issues,  re¬ 
ducing  stress,  and  improving  physical  health.  Be¬ 
ginners  welcome.  Please  register  in  advance.  Call 
(415)  821-1117.  Bring  a  towel,  loose  comfortable 
clothing,  and  an  empty  stomach.  Mondays  begin¬ 
ning  June  2,  6  to  7:30  p.m.  $42.  Integral  Yoga  In¬ 
stitute,  770  Dolores  St.  (4 1 5)  82 1  - 1 1 1 7. 

Saxophones  Wanted.  Any  type.  Any  condition. 
Top  cash  paid.  647-7777. 

Sale:  Christmas  Silk  arrangements/baskets.  Re¬ 
duced  prices!  584-4321. 

Friendly  Families  Wanted  to  host  foreign  students. 
With  tutoring  and  meals,  pays  to  $580/week.  Also 
need  rooms  with/wthout  meals.  Rita,  648-1083. 

Housecleaner  Available.  Great  references,  experi¬ 
ence.  (415)  885-2215. 

Imago  Relationship  Therapy:  Individual  and  cou¬ 
ple  therapy  designed  to  enhance  the  tools  necessary 
to  have  a  good  relationship  and  to  heal  from  previ¬ 
ous  painful  experiences.  Consultations  and  brief 
therapy  (12  weeks)  available.  Ten  years-plus’ expe¬ 
rience.  Certified  Imago  therapist,  MFC32386.  Slid¬ 
ing  scale  available.  Parking  available.  Call  for  an  ap¬ 
pointment.  Lynn  Dolce,  M.F.C.C.,  (415)  266-9258. 

Plan  Now  for  a  Lovely  Summer  Garden.  Profes¬ 
sional  arborist.  Trees,  shrubs,  hedges.  Twenty  years 
of  experience.  Neighborhood  resident.  Free  esti¬ 
mates,  reasonable  rates.  826-6160;  566-1920. 

Sunny  Mexico!  Five-star  beautiful  Terrasol  Condos 
Beach  Resort,  Cabo  San  Lucas.  Step  from  deck  to 
the  sand!  Two  bedrooms,  two  baths,  kitchen, 
Jacuzzi,  pools.  Lovers  Beach,  great  fishing,  diving. 
998-7955. 

Stereo  Repair:  Save  time,  money!  Offering  in- 
home  repairs  at  reasonable  rates.  Formerly  with 
Pacific  Stereo,  now  serving  the  San  Francisco  com¬ 
munity  for  12  years.  Evening/weekend  appoint¬ 
ments  available.  Thorough,  conscientious,  guaran¬ 
tee,  references.  Gene’s  Sound  Service,  553-3751. 

Free  Introductory  Meditation  Class,  Tuesdays  at 
7:30  p.m.  Two-hour  psychic  readings  by  appoint¬ 
ment,  $35.  Psychic  Horizons  at  972  Valencia  St. 
(near  21st).  (415)  346-7906. 

Looking  for  a  12-Year-Experienced,  reliable 
housecleaner?  Stop  your  search!  Call  KJ  now  at 
(415)285-3014. 

Piano  for  Children.  Classical  piano  and  music  the¬ 
ory  instruction  offered.  Patient,  experienced  Noe 
Valley  teacher.  Elva  Granat,  285-5769. 


Fight  the  Throwaway  Society!  Fact:  Most  non¬ 
functioning  donations  to  charitable  organizations 
end  up  in  landfills.  You  can  help  stop  this  pollution 
of  Mother  Earth  by  selling  or  donating  your  spent 
technological  objects  to  us.  What  we  can’t  repair, 
we  recycle.  Nothing  gets  wasted!  We  accept  any  of 
the  following:  TVs,  VCRs,  computers,  faxes,  stereo 
equipment  or  anything  electronic,  vacuum  cleaners, 
microwave  ovens,  small  appliances,  power  tools, 
video  and  photographic  equipment.  We  invite  you 
to  buy  our  recycled  items  at  huge  savings.  Trades 
are  possible.  Call  the  Recycled  Technology  shop  at 
282-SHOP. 

Hauling:  Schlepper  Brothers  (Food  Not  Bombs 
activist).  Fair,  reliable,  Yogic.  (415)  824-4214. 

Carpentry.  Windows,  stairs,  tiles.  Remodel,  land¬ 
scape,  Renaissance  man.  Excellent  references. 
Jeffrey,  923-1927.  Leave  message. 

Counseling/Psychotherapy.  Individual,  couple, 
family,  adolescent,  pets.  Mission  District  office. 
Will  negotiate  fee.  Lower  for  cash.  Confidential. 
Sally  Levy,  M.F.C.C.  CA  #MFC29828.  (415) 
648-8974. 

Spiritual  Growth,  Humanistic  Values:  Classes 
and  worship,  Trinity  Episcopal,  Bush  and  Gough; 
Robert  Cromey,  priest  and  therapist,  1688  Bush  St., 
Sundays,  9:45  a.m.  adult  class,  11  a.m.  liturgy,  (415) 
775-1117. 

The  Cat  &  Plant  Care  proprietress  continues  to 
provide  TLC  for  cats  and  homes  in  Noe  Valley  and 
environs.  Excellent  local  references.  Makes  daily 
visits  on  a  set  schedule.  Over  15  years’  experience. 
Call  for  a  cat  chat,  etc.  Anna-Kajs  ( A-K),  648-8 132. 

Computer  Forms.  Invoices,  “Quicken”  checks, 
500  free  envelopes  on  first  order.  Lyle,  43 1  -2700. 

Supportive  Therapy  for  individuals  and  couples. 
If  you’re  struggling  with  relationship  issues,  anxi¬ 
ety,  parenting  problems,  life  transitions,  or  other 
concerns,  I  can  help.  Affordable  fees.  Insurance  ac¬ 
cepted.  Mary  Pat  Power,  M.F.C.C.  (#324 1 7).CaIl 
974-9838. 

Costume  Jewelry  Repair.  Repair,  restore,  revital¬ 
ize.  (415)  584-5547.  Xenia  (Zen  Ya). 

Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Noe  Valley.  Parents  or 
friends  coming  and  no  room  for  them?  Have  them 
stay  in  a  lovely  two-room  apartment  with  private  en¬ 
trance  and  bathroom,  fireplace,  kitchen,  antique  fur¬ 
nishings,  private  patio.  Convenient  to  24th  Street 
and  J-Church.  Oliver  House,  695-0700. 

Cleaninghouse.  Home,  office,  apartment,  and 
apartment  building  maintenance  cleaning.  Regular, 
one-time.  Moving  in,  moving  out?  Spring  cleaning! 
Roger  Miller,  664-0513. 

Bed  and  Breakfast:  Noe  and  Eureka  Valleys.  Gar¬ 
den  studio.  View.  826-1158. 

Great  Spring  Skiing!  Beautiful  Tahoe  home  in 
prestigious  Incline  Village.  Ski  Squaw,  Alpine,  Di¬ 
amond  Peak,  Heavenly.  Large  kitchen,  three  bed¬ 
rooms,  two  baths,  steam/sauna  room,  living  room 
with  fireplace,  two  decks,  garage,  all  appliances,  and 
laundry.  998-7955. 

How  to  Talk  So  Kids  Will  Listen  and  Listen  So 
Kids  Will  Talk.  Take  a  seven-week  workshop  based 
on  the  popular  book  by  Faber  and  Mazlish.  For  par¬ 
ents  of  3-  to  12-year-olds.  Offered  in  San  Francis¬ 
co  and  Belmont  by  Kathy  Stannard-Friel,  M.A.. 
R.N.  Call  for  free  brochure.  (415)  255-7400. 

Relocating?  We  take  the  frazzle  out  of  moving. 
From  packing  to  setup,  we  will  handle  any  and  all 
of  the  details  of  your  move.  Call  for  a  free  consul¬ 
tation.  ShipShape,  550-0658. 

Classical  Homeopathic  Care  for  acute  and  chron¬ 
ic  conditions  and  general  health  maintenance.  Call 
Joni  Owen,  D.C.:  (415)  979-5544. 

Raja  Yoga.  This  seven-week  class,  based  on  Patan- 
jali’s  yoga  sutras,  encompasses  the  psychology  and 
philosophy  of  yoga.  You  will  learn  the  yogic  con¬ 
cept  of  the  mind  and  how  to  use  it  more  effectively. 
Required  reading:  Yoga  Sutras  ofPatanjali.  Please 
register  in  advance.  Call  (4 1 5)  82 1  - 1 1 1 7.  Mondays, 
beginning  May  28, 6  to  7:30  p.m.  $49.  Integral  Yoga 
Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 

Do  You  Need  Housecleaning?  I’ll  doit!  Call  Marco 
at  (415)  285-4067.  References  available,  $10  per 
hour. 

Piano  Lessons  for  children,  teens,  adults,  using  tra¬ 
ditional  and  Suzuki  methods  and  a  variety  of  musi¬ 
cal  styles.  I  have  an  education  degree  from  S.F.S.U. 
and  17  years  of  experience  in  San  Francisco.  Call 
Patricia  Avery,  550-8299. 

Natural/Low-Toxic  Housecleaning.  Clean  and 
Green  will  get  your  home  spotless!  Weekly,  bi¬ 
weekly,  and  special  occasions.  Thorough,  depend¬ 
able,  references.  Janet,  281-9622. 


Rudy  Paul  Jewelers 

FINE  JEWELRY  AND  WATCHES 

Full  Service  Repair  Department  •  37  Years  Experience 

MONEY  TALKS!  SEE  ME  FOR  A  FINE  DEAL  ON  FINE  JEWELRY. 

3915C  24th  Street  415  641-4720 


How  to  Place  a  Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text  of 
your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of  words 
by  300  a  word,  and  enclose  a  check  or 
money  order  for  the  full  amount.  Note 
that  phone  numbers,  including  area 
code,  count  as  one  word.  Mail  the  ad  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
so  that  we  receive  it  by  the  1 5th  of  the 
month  preceding  the  month  you’d  like 
to  advertise  in.  Even  if  the  ad  is  a  re¬ 
newal  from  a  prior  issue,  please  send  us 
the  full  text  of  your  ad. 

Discount  for  Repeat  Advertisers: 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice  publishes  a  news 
edition  10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on  va¬ 
cation  in  January  and  August.)  If  you 
place  the  same  class  ad  in  10  issues,  you 
are  entitled  to  a  10  percent  discount.  To 
figure  your  cost,  deduct  1 0  percent  from 
the  total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  June  1997 
issue,  hitting  the  streets  of  Noe  Valley 
Thursday,  May  29.  The  deadline  for 
Class  Ads  is  May  15.  The  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice  Class  Ads.  1021  Sanchez 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 

Sorry,  but  we  are  unable  to  accept 
orders  by  phone  or  e-mail  at  this  time. 

However,  you  might  like  to  know  that 
the  Class  Ads  in  each  month’s  issue  of 
the  Voice  are  also  displayed  on  our  Web 
site:  www.noevalleyvoice.com.  The  ad¬ 
vantage  of  viewing  them  online  is  that 
you  can  search  for  key  words,  like  child, 
garden,  or  garage  sale.  As  an  advertis¬ 
er,  you  get  month-long,  worldwide  ex¬ 
posure  for  your  product  or  service.  As  a 
reader,  you  can  look  up  the  online  ads  if 
you’ve  already  recycled  the  newspaper. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will  be 
set  in  boldface.  Also,  receipts  and  tear 
sheets  will  be  provided  only  if  your  or¬ 
der  is  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope.  Thank  you.  □ 


Give  Yourself  the  Joy  of  feeling  balanced,  deeply 
relaxed  and  grounded  with  an  Acupressure  Mas¬ 
sage.  Mainly  focusing  on  the  pressure  points  of  the 
meridian  system,  my  work  releases  tension,  which 
allows  healing  chi  energy,  oxygen  and  strength  to 
flow  throughout  the  body.  Done  in  combination  with 
Cranial  Sacral,  Tui-Na  and  Foot  Bone  Massage,  this 
style  can  help  restore  harmony  to  the  neck  and  spine, 
release  headaches  and  stored  trauma,  creating  a 
sense  of  wellbeing  and  improved  health.  Conve¬ 
nient  Noe  Valley  office.  Margaret  Medeiros,  C.M.T. 
550-8940. 

Housecleaning  available.  References,  insurance, 
bonded.  634-0959. 

For  Sale:  Remodeling  Remnants  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  Refrigerators,  gas  stoves,  dishwashers,  wood 
doors  and  windows,  electric  baseboard  heaters,  mir¬ 
rored  closet  door  set,  fireplace  trim.  (415)821-9145. 

Noe  Office  Sublet.  Available  April  1st,  with  option 
to  renew  lease.  Call  338-3044. 

Six- Week  Yoga  Class.  This  class  will  introduce  you 
to  basic  yoga  postures,  breathing  practices,  and  deep 
relaxation  techniques.  It  will  allow  for  personal  at¬ 
tention  and  in-depth  instruction.  Tuesday,  beginning 
May  20,  7:30  to  9  p.m.  Please  register  in  advance. 
Call  (415)  821-1117.  $42.  Integral  Yoga  Institute, 
770  Dolores  St. 

Handyperson  Wanted  to  do  light  gardening  and 
other  fix-it  jobs  on  as-needed  basis.  Reasonable 
rates,  please.  Call  Betty  at  641-9480. 

Allergies,  Asthma,  Sinus  Problems?  Needed!  Peo¬ 
ple  who  desire  immediate  relief  to  try  and  evaluate 
a  new  state-of-the-art  air  purification  system.  No 
cost  or  obligation.  Call  824-0468. 

Health  Insurance.  Free  quotes  for  individuals, 
families,  and  businesses  —  Blue  Cross/Shield,  al¬ 
ternative  care,  ’A’ -rated  plans.  Medicare  supple¬ 
ments,  long-term  care.  Let  an  expert  agent  assist  you 
at  no  extra  cost!  Call  Bill  Hannant,  647-7012. 


&HANTA 
CARPENTRY 
CONSTRUCTION 

Since  1974 
A  remodeling 
A  kitchens  7  baths 
•A  elec.  /  plumbing 
A  Victorian  restor 
A  repair  /  dry  rot 
A  additions 
Lie.  No.  442870 


foundation  to  finish 
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Mom’s  Visit 
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f  \  l  Ai  re  these  flowers  real?"  she 
says  of  the  gerbera  daisies 
on  the  kitchen  table,  the  ones  I  bought  just 
to  make  things  pretty  for  her  April  visit.  I’ve 
been  feeling  hurt  all  day,  thinking  she  hadn’t 
noticed  them.  Now  I  realize  she  said  noth¬ 
ing  because  she  assumed  they  were  fake. 

“Well,  /’i/be!”  she  exclaims  in  the  South¬ 
ern  accent  she  has  never  lost,  even  after  liv¬ 
ing  most  of  her  life  in  the  Midwest.  “I  just 
can’t  get  over  that.  They  look  so  perfect.” 

She  doesn’t  want  me  to  go  to  any  trou¬ 
ble  on  her  account.  The  coffee  I  made  is 
too  strong,  but  she’ll  just  add  some  water. 

I  shouldn’t  give  up  my  bed— she’ll  sleep  on 
that  foam  camping  pad.  And  she  brought 
her  own  towel. 

My  mother  has  just  come  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  from  Idaho  to  visit  me  and  my  broth¬ 
er.  This  is  her  third  visit  in  20  years.  She  came 
to  meet  my  now  1 2-year-old  son  Mack  for 
the  first  time  when  he  was  3,  and  visited  us 
once  more  when  he  was  8.  (My  father  — 
another  story — has  only  visited  once.) 

Mom  has  never  been  to  the  house  I 
live  in  now,  never  seen  my  budding  double 
chin,  never  met  my  current  boyfriend.  She 
hasn’t  shown  much  interest  in  any  of  my 
boyfriends,  really.  Unless  someone  wants  to 
marry  me,  why  bother?  When  you  have  a 
daughter  in  her  40s  who’s  still  single,  it’s 
hard  to  keep  track  of  all  the  men  she’s  been 
with  over  the  years — they  run  together  in 
your  mind.  I  show  her  his  picture,  and 
she  says — a  note  of  mistrust  creeping  into 
her  voice- — “Well,  he  does  look  like  a 
salesman.” 

Her  main  reason  for  coming  is  to  see 
my  brother,  who  has  AIDS.  I  am  grateful 
to  her  for  this.  But  if  my  brother  weren’t 
sick,  I  doubt  she’d  have  made  the  trip. 

She  and  my  father  have  never  visited 
their  children  “just  because.”  They  have 
pretty  much  limited  their  reasons  for  trav¬ 
eling  to  births,  deaths,  and  illnesses  — 
minus  the  births.  I  still  don’t  understand 
why,  but  for  my  parents,  negatives  usually 
take  precedence  over  positives,  just  as  fail¬ 
ures  rather  than  successes  have  always  been 
the  definers. 

We  take  Mom  out  on  a  scenic  drive. 

“I  thought  San  Francisco  was  much 
smaller  than  this!”  she  exclaims.  “How  do 
you  ever  find  your  way  around  or  know 
which  direction  you’re  going?  And  how  do 
people  raise  children  here,  with  the  houses 
so  crammed  together?  Lord  have  mercy!” 

“She  looks  good  — really  good,”  says 
Mack  in  a  matter-of-fact,  adult-sounding 
voice.  He  doesn’t  know  his  grandma  well, 
can’t  remember  her  from  the  last  visit.  To 
him,  as  to  me,  she  is  an  occasional  voice  on 
the  telephone,  a  package  at  Christmas,  a 
card  with  a  crisp  $5  bill  in  it  on  birthdays. 

But  he’s  right,  she  does  look  good.  At 
63 — exactly  20  years  older  than  I,  her  el¬ 
dest  daughter — her  hair  is  graying  into  a 
silky  white  and  looks  much  shinier  than 
mine.  She  says  it’s  because  she  stopped 
perming  it,  but  I  don’t  perm  mine,  and  it 
still  doesn’t  look  as  good. 

My  mom  has  always  been  pretty.  She 


was  a  cheerleader  in  high  school,  and  never 
had  skin  problems  like  her  three  daughters. 
As  a  result,  she  never  understood  how 
much  we  agonized  over  our  complexions. 
Or  maybe  she  did  understand,  but  with 
five  kids  there  was  only  so  much  time  to 
devote  to  each  one’s  beauty  problems. 

How  can  I  really  know  what  my 
mother  understood?  1  have  only  one  child 
to  raise,  and  I  didn’t  become  a  mom  until 
I  was  31.  My  mother  had  her  fifth  child  at 
the  age  of  28. 

She  doesn’t  want  me 
to  go  to  any  trouble  on 
her  account.  The  coffee 
I  made  is  too  strong,  but 
she’ll  just  add  some 
water.  I  shouldn’t  give 
up  my  bed — she’ll  sleep 
on  that  foam  camping 
pad.  And  she  brought 
her  own  towel. 

“Well,  this  is  kind  of  cute,”  she  says, 
glancing  around  my  living  room  and 
kitchen.  “I  guess  you  could  fix  this  up.” 
Then  she  gives  me  a  decorating  consulta¬ 
tion:  I  need  a  focal  point  —  people’s  eyes 
should  be  drawn  to  it  when  they  first  walk 
in.  She  picks  up  my  mail-order  catalog 
from  Pottery  Bam,  which  is  lying  on  the 
coffee  table.  We  pore  over  it  together.  I 
should  be  able  to  see  the  whole  decorating 
plan,  complete.  Mom  says,  before  I  start. 

She  would  get  rid  of  that  red  paint  on 
the  kitchen  wall  —  it’s  too  fire-engine 
bright — and  move  the  piano,  slipcover  the 
chairs,  refinish  the  floors  (but  oh,  you  don’t 
own  the  house,  never  mind),  do  something 
with  that  bay  window,  and  if  I  really  want 
bright  Matisse  colors  like  I  say  I  do,  I 
should  put  them  in  accents  —  you  know, 
colorful  pillows  and  pictures — but  not  on 
the  walls. 

We  could  look  at  paint  samples  to¬ 
gether,  she  says,  and  pick  something  out, 
something  warm  but  neutral.  Maybe  a  pale 
yellow  would  be  all  right.  She’d  like  to  go 
to  some  junk  stores,  too.  That  would  be 
fun.  My  floors  could  use  a  mopping..- 

She  keeps  referring  to  our  little  dog 
Rita  as  “he.”  She  likes  the  old  buttons  in 
the  glass  pie  plate  on  my  dresser,  the  hand- 
painted  dishes  I’ve  been  collecting,  and  my 
son.  She  says  she  loves  his  freckles  and  that 


he  looks  just  like  I  did  at  that  age.  She  likes 
his  story  about  the  wizard  and  the  booger, 
and  applauds  his  piano  playing  and  his 
demonstration  of  acrobatics.  She  could 
have  a  lot  of  fun  fixing  up  his  room.  Why 
do  kids  always  want  to  put  magazine  pic¬ 
tures  all  over  their  walls?  Does  he  wear  a 
helmet  when  he  goes  skateboarding?  No? 
Good  Lord! 

She  worries  about  what  will  happen  to 
Mack  if  I  die.  I  tell  her  that  his  father — the 
man  I  never  married  but  with  whom  I 
share  parenting — will  take  him.  But  what 
if  his  father  dies  too? 

Mom,  what  if  anybody’s  father  dies? 

Well,  who’ll  take  care  of  her  and  my 
dad’s  affairs  after  they’re  gone?.  Which  of  her 
children  will  volunteer?  Just  pick  one  of  us, 
I  say.  One  way  or  another,  we  ll  take  care  of 
things.  But  she’s  still  worried.  “I  just  can’t 
help  it,”  she  says. 

My  mother  also  frets  about  my  lack  of 
a  male  provider.  But  she  disapproves  of 
boyfriends  and  girlfriends  (we  don’t  use  the 
word  “lovers”)  living  together — no  matter 
how  old  they  are.  “It’s  just  not  right!” 

Not  that  I’m  living  with  my  boyfriend. 
We  each  prefer  our  independence.  She 
disapproves  of  this  too,  however.  Why 
couldn’t  I  have  found  a  husband  who 
would  have  given  me  security?  Why  did  I 
have  a  child  out  of  wedlock?  She  can’t  rest 
until  I  am  taken  care  of. 

“Well,  you  worry  too  much,”  I  say. 

“Don’t  you  ever  worry  about  your 
child?”  she  retorts. 

“Yes,  of  course,  but  I  try  to  stay  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  positive.” 

“If  you  can  do  that,”  she  snaps,  “more 
power  to  you.  But  I  can’t.” 

She’s  surprised  that  I  remember  her 
recipe  for  bread  pudding.  I  tell  my 
brother  how  to  make  it  as  we’re  all  playing 
Scrabble  on  Saturday  night,  two  days  be¬ 
fore  Mom’s  flight  back  home.  Just  enough 
milk  to  make  the  bread  mushy,  sugar  to 
taste,  don’t  forget  the  vanilla,  soak  over¬ 
night,  cook  at  350  degrees  until  you  can 
poke  it  with  a  fork  and  it  comes  out  clean. 

This  prompts  my  brother  to  remember 
the  banana  pudding  that  Mom  used  to 
make,  topped  with  vanilla  wafers  and  real 
meringue.  This,  in  turn,  causes  me  to  recall 
how  when  I  went  off  to  college,  one  of  the 
first  things  I  did  was  go  out  and  buy  a  box 
of  vanilla  wafers  all  for  myself,  which  I 
scarfed  down  in  one  sitting. 

Mom  used  to  give  us  vanilla  wafers  for 
dessert  after  dinner  —  but  only  two  per 
child,  and  only  after  we  ate  all  our  canned 
peas  or  beans.  Mom  skimped  and  saved  and 
made  do  on  a  tight  budget,  trying  to  clothe 
and  feed  the  five  of  us  kids.  She  sewed  a  lot 
of  our  clothes  herself,  she  clipped  coupons, 
and  she  rationed  out  those  vanilla  wafers. 


These  days,  Mom  says,  she  hardly  ever 
cooks  anymore,  and  can’t  really  remember 
how.  Well,  we  say,  your  kids  will  never  for¬ 
get  your  Southern  fried  chicken  with 
mashed  potatoes  and  gravy,  or  your  hush 
puppies,  cornbread  dressing,  pecan  pies,  or 
that  graham  cracker  icebox  fruitcake  you 
made  every  Christmas. 

She  and  Dad  eat  mostly  sandwiches 
now,  she  tells  me  —  and  TV  dinners.  She 
likes  to  drink  a  little  wine  occasionally  too 
— something  she  never  used  to  do  when  I 
was  growing  up.  Almaden  Rhine.  Dad 
buys  it  for  her.  She  wants  to  try  a  sip  of  the 
Merlot  I  mentioned  earlier.  Is  that  red  or 
white?  “This  Thai  food  is  real  good,”  she 
says  when  we  take  her  out  to  dinner,  “but 
I’d  be  just  as  happy  with  a  hamburger.” 

It  took  me  only  a  minute  to  get  ready 
for  our  evening  of  Scrabble.  I’m  wearing 
ugly  pants  with  an  elastic  waistband,  a 
baggy  sweatshirt,  and  no  makeup  or 
contacts.  Mom  doesn’t  share  my  taste  in 
fashion,  so  if  I  wear  my  least  favorite 
clothes,  I  stand  a  good  chance  of  winning 
her  approval. 

My  long  hair  is  another  matter.  It 
makes  me  look  “too  witchy,”  she  says.  But 
those  small-framed  eyeglasses  are  nice.  She 
looked  at  some  just  like  them,  but  they 
were  too  small  for  trifocals.  Trifocals  were 
much  easier  to  get  used  to  than  bifocals. 
Isn’t  that  odd?  Now  she  can  see  just  fine — 
up  close,  far  away,  or  in  between. 

“I  love  you,”  she  says  as  she  heads  off 
to  bed,  “despite  the  fact  that  we  disagree  on 
just  about  everything.” 

I’ve  heard  this  from  Mom  all  my  life, 
and  many’s  the  time  I’ve  thought,  Why  can’t 
she  love  me  because  of  something?  Must  her 
love  always  arise  from  that  despite! 

A  few  years  ago,  I  stopped  asking  this 
question,  when  the  irony  of  it  finally  hit  me: 
I’d  been  loving  Mom  despite  my  resent¬ 
ment,  rather  than  finding  reasons  to  love 
her  because. 

The  day  after  my  mother  goes  back  to 
Idaho,  I  walk  over  to  the  doorway 
that  leads  to  my  living  room,  and  stand 
there  trying  to  see  the  whole  space  with 
new  eyes,  trying  to  imagine  what  my  first 
impression  would  be.  I  think  Mom’s  right 
about  the  need  for  a  focal  point. 

But  I’m  not  sure  I  agree  about  the  neu¬ 
tral  colors.  I’d  like  to  paint  a  buttery  gold 
field  next  to  a  rug  that’s  cornflower  blue.  I 
want  to  put  a  cherry  red  door,  tart  and 
sweet,  in  the  midst  of  a  milky  cream  wall 
— or  mix  jazzy,  crazy  purple  with  eggshell 
white.  I  want  to  squeeze  a  lime  green  twist 
onto  ivory  walls,  then  fill  a  bowl  with 
lemons,  their  yellow  curves  in  silhouette 
against  the  fantasy. 

I  know  what  Mom  means,  though, 
about  that  fire-engine  red.  It  is  a  tad  too 
bright. 

Jane  Underwood  has  been  a  Voice  contrib¬ 
uting  writer  and  editor  for  17  years. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you 
to  submit  fiction,  literary 
nonfiction,  or  poetry  for  possible 
publication  on  the  Last  Page. 
Please  mail  your  manuscript, 
which  should  be  typed, 
double-spaced,  and  no  more  than 
1,500  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Don’t  forget 
to  send  a  phone  number.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


